SOUTH  OXFORDSHIRE  COMBINED 

DISTRICTS 


HENLEY  BOROUGH 
BICESTER  URBAN  DISTRICT 
THAME  URBAN  DISTRICT 
BULLINGDON  RURAL  DISTRICT 
HENLEY  RURAL  DISTRICT 
PLOUGHLEY  RURAL  DISTRICT 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 


MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 


FOR  THE  YEAR 


19^3 


OXFORD 


GEO.  BRYAN  AND  CO. 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2018  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 


https://archive.org/details/b30114962 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  STAFF 

1953 


SOUTH  OXFORDSHIRE  COMBINED  DISTRICTS 
Medical  Officer  of  Health: 

Hector  Mackenzie-Wintle,  Office:  44  Castle  Street,  Oxford 

M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  D.p.H.  (London)  Telephone:  Oxford  4176 

Residence:  Oxford  4336 


Sanitary  Inspectors: 

HENLEY  BOROUGH 

®K.  Appleton, 

Council  Offices,  Market  Place,  Henley-on-Thames. 

Telephone:  Henley  987. 

BICESTER  URBAN  DISTRICT 
^  ®R.  J.  Connolly, 

Council  House,  The  Garth,  Bicester.  Telephone:  Bicester  49. 

THAME  URBAN  DISTRICT 
^  ®T.  C.  Slack,  M.I.Mun.E.,  M.S.E., 

Town  Hall,  Thame.  Telephone:  Thame  83. 

BULLINGDON  RURAL  DISTRICT 
Senior  Sanitary  Inspector:  ^  ®D.  S.  Roderick, 

76  Banbury  Road,  Oxford.  Telephone:  Oxford  59227. 

Deputy  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector:  ®  ^F.  A.  Fawcett,  D.P.A.  (Oxon). 
Additional  Sanitary  Inspector:  ^G.  F.  Tasker. 

HENLEY  RURAL  DISTRICT 
Chief  Sanitary  Inspector:  ^  ^H.  G.  T.  Bolton, 

Easby  House,  Henley-on-Thames.  Telephone:  Henley  672. 

Additional  Sanitary  Inspector:  ^N.  Huppler. 

PLOUGHLEY  RURAL  DISTRICT 
Senior  Sanitary  Inspector:  ^  ^B.  P.  Garrod,  M.R.San.L,  M.S.I.A., 

Waverley  House,  Bicester.  Telephone:  Bicester  154. 

Additional  Sanitary  Inspectors:  ^  ^G.  A.  Hudson,  M.S.I.A. 

^A.  W.  Eastes. 

^  Certificate  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute. 

2  Certificate  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute  and  Sanitary  Inspectors'  Examina¬ 
tion  Joint  Board. 

*  Certificate  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute  as  Inspector  of  Meat  and  other 
Foods. 

^  Certificate  of  Liverpool  University  as  Inspector  of  Meat  and  other  Foods. 

®  Also  Engineer  and  Surveyor. 
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Sanitary  Inspectors’  Assistant: 

Thame  Urban  District:  R.  E.  Osborn. 


Clerical  Staff: 

Medical  Officer  of  Health’s  Office: 


Henley  Borough: 

Bicester  Urban  District: 
Thame  Urban  District: 
Bullingdon  Rural  District: 
Henley  Rural  District: 
Ploughley  Rural  District: 


Mrs.  E.  M.  Thompson 
Miss.  G.  B.  Genner,  M.A.  (part 
time) 

Miss.  B.  Ellery 
J.  Burr 
R.  E.  Osborn 
L.  W.  Charlton 
Miss  M.  E.  Betts 
A.  L.  W.  Nokes 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER 
OF  HEALTH  FOR  THE  YEAR  1953 


SOUTH  OXFORDSHIRE  COMBINED  DISTRICTS 

To  the  Mayor,  Chairmen,  Aldermen  and  Councillors  of  the  Constituent 

Authorities. 

My  Lord,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  take  pleasure  in  submitting  hereunder  my  Annual  Report  on  the 
state  of  the  public  health  in  the  South  Oxfordshire  Combined  Districts 
during  1953,  incorporating  the  information  required  by  Circular  1/54 
of  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

I  have  to  apologise  for  the  lateness  of  its  issue  which  is  explained  on 
p.  6  under  the  section  MORTALITY  IN  GENERAL. 

An  M.O.H.’s  annual  report  is  much  increased  in  significance  when 
considered  in  series  with  the  reports  of  earlier  years  and,  in  particular, 
its  immediate  precursor.  I  am  hoping  that  those  sufficiently  interested 
will  compare  this  report  with  its  predecessors  and  thus  see  where  pro¬ 
gress  has  been  rapid  and  where  there  have  been  disappointing  holds-up 
and  sets-back.  I  propose  to  have  each  year’s  cover  printed  in  a  different 
colour  and  the  change  this  year  from  red  to  green  is  not  a  retreat  from 
revolutionary  ardour  to  complacent  safety  but  merely  a  means  of  easy 
reference  for  regular  readers. 

VITAL  STATISTICS 

[a)  POPULATION.  The  home  population  of  the  Combined  Districts 
as  estimated  by  the  Registrar  General  at  mid-year  1953,  showed  an 
increase  of  691  on  the  1952  figures  and  for  the  first  time  exceeded  the 
100,000,  reaching  the  new  high  level  of  100,342. 

The  increase  was  almost  entirely  in  the  Ploughley  R.D.  where  there 
was  an  excess  of  Births  over  Deaths  of  187  and  an  immigration  figure  of 
1033.  It  will  be  viewed  with  cautious  optimism  by  the  Housing  Com¬ 
mittee  involved,  with  unconcealed  joy  by  the  Rating  Department  and 
with  both  by  the  M.O.H.  (See  p.  3  of  the  1952  report.) 


Areas  in  Acres 

Population 

Density  per 
Acre 

Henley  Borough 

1,416 

7,920 

5.59 

Bicester  U.D. 

1,679 

4,375 

2.60 

Thame  U.D. 

3,140 

3,677 

1.17 

Bullingdon  R.D. 

91,618 

36,050 

.39 

Henley  R.D. 

53,297 

19,780 

.37 

Ploughley  R.D. 

79,911 

28,540 

.36 

Total 

231,061 

100,342 

.43 

B  3 


The  total  population  is  contained  in  just  over  360  square  miles,  giving 
a  density  of  277  persons  to  the  square  mile,  or  .43  persons  per  acre, 
ranging  from  Henley  Borough  with  a  density  of  5.59  persons  per  acre 
to  Ploughley  R.D.  with  .36  persons  per  acre. 


(b)  LIVE  BIRTHS. 


Combined 

Districts 

Henley 

Bor¬ 

ough 

Bices¬ 

ter 

U.D. 

Thame 

U.D. 

Bull- 

ingdon 

R.D. 

Henley 

R.D. 

Plough- 

ley 

R.D. 

Total 

Live 

Birth 

Rate 

per 

1000 

Male 

72 

49 

18 

362 

176 

179 

856 

Female 

61 

54 

21 

319 

172 

163 

790 

Total 

133 

103 

39 

686 

348 

342 

1646 

16.4 

(Live  Birth  Rate  per  1000:  England  and  Wales  15.5) 


(c)  STILL  BIRTHS 


Combined 

Districts 

Henley 

Bor¬ 

ough 

Bices¬ 

ter 

U.D. 

Thame 

U.D. 

Bull- 

ingdon 

R.D. 

Henley 

R.D. 

Plough- 

ley 

R.D. 

Total 

Per  1000 
total 
(live  & 
still) 
births 

Male 

1 

— 

2 

9 

3 

2 

17 

Female 

1 

2 

1 

3 

3 

2 

12 

Total 

2 

2 

3 

12 

6 

4 

29 

17.3 

(Still  Birth  Rate  per  1000  total  births:  England  and  Wales  22.4) 


(d)  DEATHS. 


Henley 

Bor¬ 

ough 

Bices¬ 

ter 

U.D. 

Thame 

U.D. 

Bull- 

ingdon 

R.D. 

Henley 

R.D. 

Plough- 

ley 

R.D. 

Combined 

Districts 

Total 

Per 

1000 

Popula¬ 

tion 

Male 

36 

24 

18 

163 

109 

92 

442 

Female 

51 

19 

11 

147 

106 

63 

397 

Total 

87 

43 

29 

310 

215 

154 

839 

8.4 

(Death  rate  per  1000  population:  England  and  Wales  11.4) 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  AS  CLASSIFIED  BY  THE  REGISTRAR  GENERAL 
IN  THE  COMBINED  DISTRICTS  AS  A  WHOLE 


As  a 

per- 

Order  of 

centage  of 

fre- 

Male 

Female 

Persons 

the  total 

quency 

1.  Tuberculosis,  respiratory  ... 

6 

1 

7 

.84 

=  18 

2.  Tuberculosis,  other  ... 

2 

2 

.24 

30 

3.  Syphilitic  disease 

4.  Diphtheria 

,  4 

4 

.48 

=  25 

5.  Whooping  Cough 

1 

2 

3 

.36 

=28 

6.  Meningococcal  infections 

1 

1 

.12 

=31 

7.  Acute  Poliomyelitis 

2 

9 

Jmd 

4 

.48 

=25 

8.  Measles 

9.  Other  infective  and  parasitic 

1 

1 

.12 

=  31 

diseases 

1 

1 

.12 

=31 

10.  Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

11.  Malignant  neoplasm,  lung, 

8 

6 

14^ 

1.68" 

13 

bronchus 

19 

4 

23 

2.76 

10 

12.  Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

13 

13 

w  S 

140 

1.56 

>  16  80 

14 

13.  Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

6 

6 

.72 

=20 

14.  Other  malignant  and  lym- 

phatic  neoplasm 

43 

38 

81 

9.72 

4 

1 5 .  Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

3 

3 

.36 

=  28 

16.  Diabetes 

17.  Vascular  lesions  of  nervous 

1 

5 

6"^ 

W- 

0) 

.72 

=  20 

system 

51 

72 

123" 

o 

W  2 

14.76^ 

2 

18.  Coronary  disease,  angina 

53 

42 

95 

11.40 

3 

19.  Hypertension  with  heart 

>  o  365 

U3.80 

disease 

13 

2 

15 

1.80 

12 

20.  Other  heart  disease 

65 

67 

132 

15.84 

1 

2 1 .  Other  circulatory  disease  . . . 

18 

26 

44^ 

W  o 

5.28 

6 

22.  Influenza 

2 

7 

9 

1.08 

=  16 

23.  Pneumonia  ... 

17 

25 

421  nW 

8S 

5.041 

7 

24.  Bronchitis 

25.  Other  diseases  of  respiratory 

23 

14 

j>  10.56 

8 

system 

8 

1 

91  ^5 

1.08  J 

=  16 

26.  Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duo- 

denum 

5 

5 

.60 

=23 

27.  Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diar- 

rhoea 

3 

3 

•6 

.72 

=  20 

28.  Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

7 

4 

11 

1.32 

15 

29.  Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

30.  Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abor- 

7 

7 

.84 

=  18 

tion 

31.  Congenital  malformations  ... 

32.  Other  defined  and  ill-defined 

3 

2 

5 

.60 

=23 

diseases 

39 

38 

77 

9.24 

4 

33.  Motor  vehicle  accidents 

20 

7 

27 

3.24 

9 

34.  All  other  accidents 

17 

4 

21 

2.52 

11 

35.  Suicide 

36.  Homicide  and  operations  of 

2 

2 

4 

.48 

=25 

war 

1 

1 

.12 

=  31 

All  Causes  ... 

442 

397 

839(*593) 

100.68(*70.86) 

*  Cancer,  heart  disease  and  chest  disease  combined. 


The  causes  of  death  table  demonstrates  at  a  glance  that  over  40  per 
cent  of  the  deaths  in  the  Combined  Districts  during  1953  were  from 
heart  disease,  that  one  death  in  six  was  due  to  some  form  of  cancer  and 
that  one  in  ten  occurred  from  diseases  of  the  chest.  The  compara- 
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tively  low  figure  for  chest  diseases  (excluding  pulmonary  tuberculosis 
which  is  dealt  with  separately)  probably  reflects  the  use  of  Sulpha  drugs 
and  penicillin. 

(e)  MATERNAL  MORTALITY 

For  the  fourth  time  in  the  last  five  years  no  maternal  death  was 
recorded  in  the  area.  During  this  period,  1949-53  inclusive,  the  ex¬ 
pected  maternal  deaths  in  the  area,  calculated  on  the  rate  for  England 
and  Wales  (0.76  per  1000  total  (live  and  still)  births),  would  be  6.  The 
Combined  Districts  figure  is  1 ,  once  again  demonstrating  the  extremely 
efficient  maternity  service  enjoyed  by  the  Combined  Districts. 

(/)  NEO-NATAL  MORTALITY 

Twenty-two  deaths  under  four  weeks  were  recorded  in  the  area 
giving  a  neo-natal  mortality  rate  of  13.4  per  1000  live  births.  The 
comparable  rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  17.7. 

(g)  INFANT  MORTALITY 

Thirty-eight  deaths  under  one  year  were  recorded  in  the  area  giving 
an  infant  mortality  rate  of  23.7  per  1000  live  births.  The  comparable 
rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  26.8. 

{h)  OCCUPATIONAL  MORTALITY  (See  p.  6  of  the  1952  report). 

It  has  not  proved  possible  to  obtain  figures  of  any  real  value,  for  the 
following  reasons. 

(i)  The  number  of  deaths  was  too  small  to  enable  any  firm  conclus¬ 
ions  to  be  drawn. 

(ii)  The  number  of  deaths  in  the  area  attributable  to  occupation 
(apart  h'om  Air  Force  fatalities)  was  practically  nil. 

(iii)  Any  figures  to  be  obtained  would  have  depended  on  knowing  the 
number  of  people  employed  in  the  various  occupations  through¬ 
out  the  area,  and  it  was  impossible  to  ascertain  this. 

{i)  MORTALITY  IN  GENERAL. 

The  Registrar  General’s  annual  figures  are  received  by  the  M.O.H. 
simply  as  the  number  of  deaths  from  each  condition,  without  any 
indication  of  the  names,  ages  or  occupations  of  the  deceased.  As  soon 
as  the  R.G.’s  figures  were  correlated  with  those  obtained  from  the 
periodical  returns  of  the  local  registrars  (which  do  give  the  details) 
together  with  the  inward  transferable  deaths,  it  became  apparent  that 
there  were  discrepancies  both  in  the  causes  of  death  and  in  the  actual 
number  of  deaths  recorded. 

A  great  deal  of  time  and  trouble  (resulting,  ineidentally,  in  the  late 
issue  of  this  report)  was  expended  in  making  lists,  with  the  details 
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Mortality  Table,  19vS3 


Cause  of  Death 

Death  Rate 
Per  1000 
population 

C.D.  E.W. 

C.D.  above  -)-  or 

below — E.W.  Rate 

Average 
Age  in  years 
at  death 

CD 

^  F  T 

1 

luberculosis,  respiratory 

0.07 

0.18 

— 

51 

71 

54 

2 

Tuberculosis,  other 

0.02 

0.02 

— 

3 

* 

3 

3 

Syphilitic  disease 

0.04 

0.03 

+ 

67 

67 

4 

Diphtheria 

Nil 

to.oo 

— 

* 

♦ 

♦ 

5 

Whooping  Cough 

0.02 

0.01 

+ 

1 

2 

1 

6 

Meningococcal  infections 

0.01 

0.01 

0 

* 

0 

7 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

0.04 

0.01 

+ 

27 

13 

20 

8 

Measles 

0.01 

0.01 

1 

* 

1 

9 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

Nil 

0.02 

_ 

* 

H: 

* 

10 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

0.17 

0.32 

_ 

63 

71 

66 

11 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

0.24 

0.34 

— 

61 

62 

62 

12 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

0.12 

0.19 

_ 

* 

70 

70 

13 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

0.05 

0.17 

— 

* 

65 

65 

14 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasm 

0.77 

0.91 

— 

68 

67 

67 

15 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

0.03 

0.05 

— 

* 

76 

76 

16 

Diabetes 

0.06 

0.07 

— 

76 

72 

72 

17 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

1.20 

1.54 

— 

70 

76 

74 

18 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

0.95 

1.40 

— 

71 

74 

72 

19 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

0.12 

0.26 

— 

71 

78 

72 

20 

Other  heart  disease 

1.30 

1.95 

— 

76 

75 

76 

21 

Other  circulatory  disease 

0.55 

0.52 

+ 

73 

78 

76 

22 

Influenza 

0.09 

0.15 

— 

63 

76 

73 

23 

Pneumonia 

0.41 

0.49 

— 

56 

73 

66 

24 

Bronchitis 

0.36 

0.69 

— 

68 

79 

73 

25 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

0.12 

0.11 

+ 

61 

20 

58 

26 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

0.05 

0.12 

— 

70 

* 

70 

27 

Gastritis,  enteritis,  and  diarrhoea 

0.06 

0.06 

= 

33 

79 

56 

28 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

0.11 

0.12 

— 

64 

62 

63 

29 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

0.05 

0.20 

— 

73 

73 

30 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

Nil 

:o.8o 

— 

>!« 

♦ 

* 

31 

Congenital  malformations 

0.05 

0.10 

— 

0 

O 

O 

32 

jOther  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

0.72 

1.01 

— 

48 

45 

47 

33 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

0.28 

0.10 

+ 

39 

30 

36 

34 

All  other  accidents 

0.17 

0.24 

■ — 

39 

44 

40 

35 

Suicide 

0.04 

0.11 

— 

57 

38 

48 

36 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

0.02 

0.01 

+ 

49 

♦ 

49 

All  Causes 

8.20 

11.40 

— 

63 

69 

65 

Percentage  of  Total  Deaths  at  Ages  q  . 

Deaths  at  Ages  throughout  the  Combined  Districts 
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80  94 

174 


20.9 


4 
2 

’lO 

5 

2 
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All  Ages 
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T 


6  22 
28 


.3  5.5 
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0  II 
7 

2 

2 
4 

4 

*  * 

♦ 

1 

3 

1 

1 

2  21 

4 

1 

1 

*  * 

* 

11  61 

17 

18  61 

24 

121 

12 

5| 

5 

41  36| 

77 

3| 
3 

1  51 

6 

47  73| 

120 

55  401 

95 

10  21 

12 

68  62| 

130 

22  33| 

55 

2  71 
9 

16  25| 

41 

22  141 

36 

11 

12 
5 

5 

3 

6 
7 

11 
5 

5 


3 

5 

34  38| 

72 
21  7 

28 
14  3 

17 

2  2 

4 

2 

~  2 


1 

3 

4 


437  394 
831 


ABBREVI.\TIOXS 

C.D.  =  Combined  Districts 
E.W.  =  England  and  Wales 
M=Male 
F  =  Female 
T= Total 


NOTES 

In  the  table  showing  the  average  age 
in  years  at  death,  the  symbol  *  means 
that  no  deaths  were  registered  in  the 
year  under  that  heading.  ‘O’  means 
death  under  1  year  of  age. 

t  A  rate  of  0.00  does  not  necessarily 
indicate  that  no  death  occurred  from 
the  condition  throughout  the  country, 
but  only  that  the  number  was  so  small 
as  not  to  be  mathematically  significant 
to  two  places  of  decimals  per  thousand 
of  the  population,  i.e.  less  than  5  per 
million.  (There  were  23  deaths  from 
diphtheria  in  1953  in  England  and 
Wales  in  an  estimated  population  of 
44, 090, 000  =  .0005  per  thousand.) 

J  Per  1000  total  (live  and  still)  births. 

§  Nearly  9  per  cent  of  the  total 
deaths  in  the  C.D.  (E.W.  8  per  cent)  are 
lumped  together  under  this  umbrella 
title.  The  causes  are  as  diverse  as 
‘mental  disorders’,  'the  anaemias’, 
‘the  neuro  muscular  diseases’,  ‘the  ab¬ 
dominal  disasters’ — including  appendi¬ 
citis,  strangulated  hernia  and  internal 
obstruction  —  ‘bone  affections’  —  ‘pre¬ 
maturity’,  ‘birth  injuries  and  certain 
diseases  of  early  infancy’. 


necessary  for  identification,  of  over  800  deaths  split  up  over  the  six 
districts.  These  lists  were  then  submitted  to  the  R.G.  in  the  hope  that 
he  would  be  able  to  explain  the  discrepancies.  After  an  interval  of  some 
weeks  a  partial  reply  was  received,  mentioning  some  inward  transfer¬ 
able  deaths  (which  were  found  never  to  have  been  notified  to  me)  but 
giving  no  details  as  to  names,  ages  or  occupations.  I  decided,  therefore, 
to  proceed  with  my  own  figures.  The  overall  difference  is  not  great  (831 
deaths  by  my  reckoning  and  839  by  the  R.G.’s),  but  it  was  disconcerting 
to  find  that  I  had  no  trace  of  1  per  cent  of  the  deaths  occurring  in  my 
area! 

Much  more  than  disconcerting  was  the  following  statement  in  a 
letter  from  the  General  Register  Office. 

'I  regret  that  it  was  not  possible  to  let  you  have  particulars  of  any 
additional  information  which  has  resulted  in  a  change  of  the  cause  of 
death  as  this  information  is  supplied  to  this  office  in  confidence  and 
is  used  for  statistical  purpose  only.’ 

Put  baldly,  this  means  that  non-medical  clerks  in  the  G.R.O.  have 
access  to  facts  which  are  not  available  to  an  M.O.H.  lest  he  use  them 
indiscreetly.  This  appears  to  me  a  shocking  state  of  affairs  for  which 
there  is  no  justification  whatsoever.  The  General  Register  Office 
surely  exists  for  the  very  purpose  of  disseminating  specialized  know¬ 
ledge  to  those  qualified  to  make  use  of  it  and  has  no  right  to  set  itself  up 
as  a  self-appointed  censor. 

The  figures  in  the  accompanying  Mortality  Table  are  based,  perforce, 
on  the  831  deaths,  but  are  likely  to  be  sufficiently  accurate  for  most 
practical  purposes  and  certainly  for  the  furnishing  of  a  general  picture. 


Death  rates  per  1000  population:  Figures  based  on  a  single  year  only 
can  be  little  more  than  a  pointer,  but  it  is  satisfactory  to  note  that  in 
only  7  of  the  36  groups  listed  by  the  Registrar  General  are  the  Combined 
Districts  figures  higher  than  those  of  the  country  as  a  whole.  The 
general  death  rate  is  considerably  lower  than  that  for  England  and 
Wales.  This  is  a  frequent  finding  in  rural  areas  as  opposed  to  towns 
and  the  highly  industrialized  parts  of  the  country,  and  it  is  interesting 
to  see  that  Oxford,  with  a  comparable  population  of  107,000,  had  a 
death  rate  of  10.36  in  1953  whereas  the  C.D.s  was  8.4  (R.G.)  and  the 
country’s  11.4. 

Average  age  at  death:  Those  causes  of  death  presenting  a  low  average 
age  are  largely  the  preventible  diseases  and  include  Non-pulmonary 
Tuberculosis  (the  pulmonary  form  which  is  so  dreaded  by  the  public  at 
large  has  a  much  higher  average  age  at  death  figure),  whooping-cough, 
meningococcal  infections,  poliomyelitis  and  measles.  It  is  disapointing 
to  find  poliomyelitis  showing  a  markedly  less  favourable  figure  in  the 
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C.D.  than  in  E.W.,  but  it  should  be  emphasized  that  all  these  averages 
are  based  on  a  very  low  number  of  cases — the  total  of  all  of  them  (11) 
not  much  more  than  a  third  of  the  lives  thrown  away  in  road  accidents 
which  have  the  next  lowest  average  age  at  death.  These  last  total  28 
(of  which  the  R.G.,  acting  on  his  confidential  information,  presumably, 
has  disallowed  one — see  p.  5 — though  what  he  called  it  instead  I  have 
not  succeeded  in  discovering) . 

Deaths  at  ages:  This  shows  clearly  enough  that  throughout  the 
Combined  Districts  the  deadlier  species  is  also  the  livelier.  Of  28  non¬ 
agenarians,  no  fewer  than  22  were  female  as  were  the  two  oldest  of  all, 
grand-dames  of  98  and  96.  The  great  bulk  of  the  deaths  are  distributed 
between  the  60s,  70s,  and  80s  and  of  these  just  over  50  per  cent  are 
from  heart  disease. 


A  NOTE  ON  NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES 


Councillors  at  Public  Health  Committees  not  infrequently  say  that 
they  know  of  cases  of  Infections  Disease  not  shown  in  my  monthly 
report.  I  append  some  figures  relating  to  the  frequency  or  otherwise  of 
notification,  and  I  imagine  the  doctors  in  South  Oxfordshire  are  no 
better  and  no  worse  at  notifying  than  the  average  throughout  the 
country.  The  figures  quoted  are  taken  from  Sickness  in  the  Population 
of  England  and  Wales,  1944-47  (Stocks,  P.:  Studies  on  Medical  and 
Population  Subjects  No.  1.  1949.) 


Acute  Poliomyelitis 

Diphtheria 

Scarlet  Fever 

Respiratory  Tuberculosis 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  Fever 

Measles 

Pneumonia 

Whooping  Cough 

Erysipelas 

Non-  respiratory  Tuberculosis 
Dysentery 


|>  Notification  is  fairly  complete 

J 

Probably  nine  tenths  notified 
Probably  four  fifths  notified 
About  two  thirds  notified 
About  a  third  to  a  quarter  notified 
About  a  quarter  to  a  fifth  notified 
1  Defective  to  an  indeterminate 
j  degree 

Notification  only  fractional 


If  these  figures  be  accepted,  and  they  are  those  of  an  expert,  it  must 
be  reckoned  that  the  Combined  Districts  had,  during  1953,  about  3600 
cases  of  Measles,  2000  cases  of  Whooping  Cough,  250  cases  of  Primary 
Pneumonia  and  goodness-only-knows  how  many  cases  of  Dysentery. 

The  only  firm  basis  for  comment,  however,  are  the  figures  as  notified 
to  me.  It  is  idle  to  pretend  that  1953  has  not  been  a  bad  year  for 
Notifiable  Disease. 
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NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES 


DISEASE 

First 

Quarter 

Second 

Quarter 

Third 

Quarter 

Fourth 

Quarter 

Totals 

for 

Year 

Incidence  per 

1000  population 

S.  Oxon 
Combined 
Districts 

England 

and 

Wales 

Scarlet  Fever 

23 

39 

17 

46 

125 

1.24 

1.39 

Whooping  Cough 

28 

156 

186 

93 

463 

4.61 

3.58 

Measles 

1681 

675 

38 

3 

2397 

23.98 

12.36 

Pneumonia 

49 

9 

3 

10 

71 

0.71 

0.84 

Meningococcal  Infection 

— 

1 

2 

1 

4 

0.04 

0,03 

Poliomyelitis;  Paralytic 

1 

— 

4 

— 

5 

0.04 

0.07 

Non-Paralytic 

— 

— 

3 

— 

3 

0.05 

0.04 

TOTAL 

1 

— 

7 

— 

8 

0.09 

0.11 

Dysentery 

15 

6 

5 

3 

29 

0.29 

0.42 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

1 

1 

1 

— 

3 

*1.79 

*18.23 

Food  Poisoning 

— 

— 

6 

64 

70 

0.70 

0.24 

Erysipelas 

1 

3 

— 

3 

7 

0.07 

0.14 

Malaria 

— 

— 

4 

— 

4 

0.04 

t0.07 

TOTALS 

1799 

890 

269 

223 

3181 

31.77 

19.18 

*Per  1000  total  (live  and  still)  births.  These  figures  are  excluded  from  the  Totals. 

fXhis  is  the  figure  for  1952;  1953  figure  is  not  yet  available.  It  should  be  noted 
that  all  four  cases  quoted  were  sent  home  from  overseas  for  treatment  at  Wheatley 
Military  Hospital  and  none  originated  within  the  Combined  District. 


MEASLES:  The  enormous  increase  was  not  altogether  unexpected 
since  Measles  is  a  bi-ennial  disease.  One  death  was  recorded  in  a  total 
of  2397  cases. 

WHOOPING  COUGH:  It  was  disappointing  to  find  so  large  a  rise 
here.  This,  should  not  for  a  moment  shake  our  faith  in  Whooping  Cough 
Inoculation.  It  should  be  made  plain,  however,  that  it  does  not  protect 
against  an  attack  in  the  same  way  as  does  Diphtheria  Immunization 
(indeed,  some  experts  believe  that  it  actually  encourages  an  attack). 
What  it  does  undoubtedly  do  is  to  mitigate  the  severity  of  an  attack  to 
a  quite  remarkable  extent,  and,  in  particular,  reduce  the  incidence  of 
that  complication  which  formerly  made  Whooping  Cough  so  deadly  in 
the  very  young  child — Broncho-pneumonia.  There  is  no  more  excuse 
for  failing  to  have  a  child  protected  against  whooping  cough  than 
against  diphtheria. 

POLIOMYELITIS:  Eight  cases  were  notified  during  the  year  as 
compared  with  ten  in  1952,  five  of  the  cases  being  paralytic.  Unhappily 
four  of  these  cases  proved  fatal.  Some  progress  has  been  made  towards 
the  production  of  a  vaccine,  but  any  reports  of  imminent  success,  such 
as  have  been  appearing  in  certain  ‘digest-type’  articles,  are  altogether 
premature. 

DYSENTERY:  29  cases,  all  but  one  being  from  the  Rural  Districts. 
Dysentery  will  remain  endemic  in  our  villages  until  they  are  watered 
and  sewered. 
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STREPTOCOCCAL  SORE  THROAT:  This  condition  is  virtually 
‘scarlet  fever  without  the  rash’.  It  is  hard  to  decide  how  widespread  it 
is,  since  it  is  not  notifiable,  and  it  is  more  difficult  to  control  than 
scarlet  fever  because  the  public  have  not  the  same  respect  for  it;  nor  can 
isolation  hospitals  often  be  persuaded  to  admit  cases,  far  less  carriers. 
An  example  of  the  intractability  of  the  condition  occurred  at  Kenny- 
lands  Camp,  a  hutted  school  run  for  the  Essex  County  Council  in  the 
Henley  R.D.  Sporadic  cases  were  observed  as  far  back  as  late  1951  but 
the  number  of  cases  was  at  that  time  small  enough  to  allow  of  isolation 
in  the  sick-room.  Late  in  1952,  however,  there  was  a  heavy  epidemic, 
the  cases  at  one  time  reaching  a  total  of  half  the  school  (85  cases).  For 
some  considerable  time  a  high  carrier  rate  persisted,  much  too  high  to 
make  isolation  of  carriers  practicable.  With  a  view  to  starting  1953 
with  a  clean  sheet  and  because  the  germ  had  been  found  in  the  blankets 
and  in  dust  on  the  floors  the  school  was  disinfected  by  the  Local 
Authority  during  the  Christmas  holidays.  There  was  a  lesser  recrude¬ 
scence  in  the  spring  of  1953  and  thereafter  the  infection  seemed  to  have 
expended  itself,  no  new  cases  having  occurred  to  date.  Dr.  Wood  of  the 
Public  Health  Laboratory  at  the  Battle  Hospital,  Reading,  did  an 
immense  amount  of  work,  taking  several  mass  nose  and  throat  swab- 
bings  of  the  whole  establishment  of  nearly  200  people  and  performing 
aerial  bacterial  contamination  tests  in  the  dormitories  at  various  un¬ 
earthly  hours.  I  am  indeed  grateful  for  his  help. 

SMOKING:  This  contagious  though  not  notifiable  affliction  has  until 
recently  been  suffered  cheerfully,  the  patient  seldom  desiring  to  be 
cured  or  feeling  any  guilt  about  infecting  others.  The  statement  of  the 
Ministry  of  Health  Standing  Advisory  Committee  on  Cancer  and 
Radio-therapy  has,  however,  put  an  entirely  different  complexion  on 
the  matter.  It  must  now  be  regarded  as  proved  that  a  positive  relation¬ 
ship  exists  between  smoking,  particularly  excessive  smoking  and  even 
more  particularly  excessive  cigarette-smoking,  and  the  development  of 
Cancer  of  the  Lung.  This  does  not  mean  that  one  causes  the  other — the 
relationship  is  not  nearly  so  simple  as  that — but  probably  that  smoking, 
in  association  with  other  factors  as  yet  undetermined,  is  a  contributory 
cause.  It  is  not  likely  that  people  who  have  smoked  heavily  over  a 
period  of  years  would  substantially  reduce  the  risk  of  developing  lung 
cancer  by  suddenly  ceasing  to  smoke  now — the  die  is  already  cast  and 
the  outcome  depends  on  the  presence  or  absence  of  the  undetermined 
contributory  factors.  On  the  other  hand,  I  do  most  strongly  believe 
that  it  is  now  every  parent’s  duty  to  do  everything  he  or  she  can  to  prevent 
their  children  from  ever  starting  to  smoke. 

A  great  deal  of  nonsense  is  talked  about  smoking.  From  1924  until 
1942  I  was,  largely  by  the  force  of  example,  a  very  heavy  cigarette- 
smoker;  from  1942  until  the  present  I  have  not  smoked  at  all  and  my 
health  has  improved  greatly.  I  believe  the  value  of  smoking  to  be  NIL, 
in  capital  letters.  The  claim  that  it  is  good  for  frayed  nerves  is  pre- 
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posterous,  the  truth  being  exactly  the  opposite,  that,  like  all  drugs,  it 
is  responsible  for  them  in  the  first  place.  The  heavy  smoker  fouls  God’s 
good  air,  burns  the  furniture,  scatters  ash  and  fag-ends  everywhere  he 
goes,  has  chronic  catarrh  and  a  stomach  cough,  yellowed  fingers,  black¬ 
ened  teeth  and  permanent  halitosis.  He  ruins  appetite,  digestion,  palate 
and  wind  and  may  even  impair  his  heart.  For  the  privilege  of  doing  all 
this,  and  risking  lung-cancer,  to  boot,  he  spends  as  much  as  he  does  in 
renting  or  even  buying  his  house!  And  if  his  wife  is  a  smoker  too,  more 
— much  more! 

FOOD  POISONING:  The  long-enjoyed  comparative  immunity  of 
the  Combined  Districts  was  rudely  shattered  in  1953  by  the  occurrence 
of  70  cases.  The  number  of  outbreaks — or  perhaps  ‘incidents’  would  be 
a  better  word  for  all  but  one — was,  however,  only  7. 

Fifty-five  of  the  70  cases  occurred  at  the  Bicester  Garrison  Ball. 
Oysters  and  artificial  cream  were  both  suspected.  Bacteriological 
culture  of  the  oyster-shells  produced  an  immense  fauna — none  of  it 
capable  of  causing  food  poisoning,  and  the  artificial  cream  proved 
innocuous.  A  considerable  number  of  faeces  from  individual  cases  was 
examined;  all  were  negative.  The  cases  made  an  uninterrupted  re¬ 
covery.  Some  criticisms  of  the  kitchen  arrangements  were  made  by  the 
employees  of  the  oyster-suppliers  who  had  come  down  for  the  opening 
ceremony.  These  criticisms  were  passed  to  the  Army  M.O.  and  duly 
acted  upon. 

Two  cases  were  discovered  in  domestic  workers  at  Littlemore 
Hospital.  The  hospital  bacteriologist  isolated  Salmonella  typhimurium. 
After  the  routine  three  consecutive  negative  swabs  they  were  allowed 
to  return  to  work.  No  further  cases  developed.  It  was  not  possible  to 
trace  the  source. 

Three  cases  in  one  family  were  notified  from  a  hut  in  Chalgrove.  No 
causal  organism  could  be  found  and  the  cases  were  so  mild  and  transient 
as  to  raise  considerable  doubt  as  to  whether  this  was  a  true  bill. 

One  case  occurred  at  the  Oxford  County  Homes  at  Shillingford.  This 
yielded  the  unusual  Salmonella  enter itidis.  Exhaustive  enquiries  were 
made  as  to  the  boy’s  home  background  and  contacts  before  admission, 
but  without  positive  result. 

Three  cases  from  Kennylands  School  (fish-pie  suspected  but  no 
specimen  available)  proved  bacteriologically  negative  on  stool  culture. 

Five  cases,  in  three  staff  families  (living  and  feeding  in  individual 
houses)  at  Campsfield  House,  Kidlington,  very  mild  in  type.  Bacterio¬ 
logical  examination  proved  negative. 

One  case  in  Rose  Hill  showed  Salmonella  typhimurium.  No  vehicle 
could  be  traced. 

PUERPERAL  PYREXIA:  Here  is  a  bright  spot,  indeed.  Only 
three  cases  were  notified  throughout  the  whole  area,  giving  an  incidence 
of  1.79  per  1000  total  (live  and  still)  births.  The  rate  for  England  and 
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Wales  is  10  times  this  figure;  indeed,  I  thought  at  first  that  I  must  have 
mixed  my  decimal  points  until  reference  to  1952  showed  the  corre¬ 
sponding  figures  to  be  1.19  and  17.87.  This  is  a  very  remarkable  figure 
over  so  large  and  so  predominantly  rural  an  area  and  much  of  the 
credit  is  due  to  the  County  Council  Ante-natal  and  Midwifery  Services. 

DIPHTHERIA:  For  the  fourth  year  in  succession  no  case  of  diph¬ 
theria*  was  notified  in  the  Combined  Districts.  Throughout  England 
and  Wales  1034  provisional  notifications  were  recorded,  the  final 
corrected  figure  of  267  arguing  that  practitioners  although  they  seldom 
see  cases  nowadays  have  the  horrid  possibility  constantly  in  mind. 
These  267  cases,  the  lowest  figure  ever  recorded,  resulted  in  23  deaths. 

Compare  the  position  at  the  beginning  of  the  mass-immunization 
campaign  10  years  ago — 34,662  corrected  notifications  with  1377 
deaths.  The  most  important  figure  of  all,  however,  is  the  fatality  rate — • 
the  number  of  deaths  per  1000  cases.  This,  after  having  averaged  just 
over  40  since  1938,  suddenly  rocketed  last  year  to  85  and  in  1953  it  has 
been  86.  This  is  the  most  potent  reason  of  all  for  immunization.  The 
number  of  annual  notifications  of  diphtheria  was  dropping  steadily 
even  before  mass  immunization  started,  but  this  sudden  doubling  of 
the  fatality  rate  reinforces  the  argument  for  immunization.  In  the  last 
five  years  only  8.9  per  cent  of  the  deaths  from  diphtheria  in  children 
under  15  were  in  immunized  cases,  i.e.  the  unimmunized  case  is  10  times 
more  likely  to  die  from  diphtheria  than  is  the  immunized  case. 

DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNIZATION:  I  am  most  grateful  to  the  County 
Medical  Officer,  Dr.  Anderson,  for  information  concerning  the  immuniz¬ 
ation-state  of  children  under  fifteen  throughout  Oxfordshire.  This 
shows  that  the  level  of  immunity  is  60.14  per  cent.  It  is  appreciably 
below  the  75  per  cent  which  must  be  achieved  before  the  community 
can  be  considered  free  of  the  risk  of  epidemics,  but  it  is  also  well  above 
the  national  figure  of  37.8  per  cent.  This  latter  is  disquieting  in  the 
extreme.  No  one  has  ever  made  out  a  plausible  case  against  diphtheria 
immunization  (as  can  be  done  against  small-pox  vaccination,  though 
even  this  is  a  weak  case)  and  it  is  heartbreaking  that  in  spite  of  all 
appeals  to  reason  the  public  remain  blockheadedly  indifferent  to  the 
mounting  danger  of  a  return  of  this  horrible  disease.  Diphtheria,  in  the 
bad  old  days,  was  a  more  dreaded  scourge  than  is  poliomyelitis  today 
but,  alas,  seeing  is  believing  and  it  seems  that  we  must  return  to  the 
time  when  parents  saw  their  children  choking  to  death  before  they  will 
allow  the  medical  authorities  to  know  better  and  to  protect  them  from 
the  results  of  their  own  arrogance  and  ignorance. 

TUBERCULOSIS 

The  table  (below)  shows  the  position  in  regard  to  Tuberculosis  in 
1953  and  compared  with  1952.  On  the  whole,  an  encouraging  picture. 

*Stop  Press:  5  cases  have  been  confirmed  so  far  (November),  in  1954. 
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I  am  not  alarmed  by  the  increased  number  of  cases  on  register.  A  high 
proportion  of  these  cases  are  quiescent  and  non-infective;  more  people 
are  coming  into  the  district  than  leave  it  and  this  is  mirrored  in  the 
heavy  preponderance  of  TB  transfers-in  over  transfers-out.  The 
incidence  rate,  though  slightly  increased  since  last  year,  is  still  below 
1  per  1000  of  the  population  and  again  below  the  England  and  Wales 
figure.  The  Mortality  Rate  in  new  cases  is  a  figure  designed  to  show  the 
risk  of  death  within  twelve  months  of  notification,  the  'galloping  con¬ 
sumption’  dear  to  the  public  mind.  The  figure  is  gratifyingly  low. 

There  were  5  complete  recoveries  during  the  year  from  Pulmonary 
and  7  from  non-pulmonary  TB  at  an  overall  average  age  of  22. 

I  have  been  privileged  to  attend  the  Oxford  County  Care  Committee 
and  to  represent  the  Oxfordshire  County  Council  on  the  Area  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Tuberculosis  and  Diseases  of  the  Chest  (Reading  and  District 
Hospital  Management  Committee).  The  first  of  these  bodies  does  grand 
work  in  alleviating  the  lot  of  unfavourable  cases  and  preventing  two 
of  the  commonest  causes  of  relapse  in  otherwise  favourable  ones — 
financial  worry,  and  lack  of  hobbies  and  comforts  during  the  struggle 
back  to  health.  The  second  committee  is  concerned  with  medical 
establishments,  hospital  administration  and  general  policy  as  well  as 
with  the  diagnosis  and  treatment  of  Tuberculosis.  I  have  been  dis¬ 
heartened  time  and  again  to  hear  how  its  work,  and  particularly  the 
clinical  work,  is  being  blocked  and  jeopardized  by  instructions  passed 
from  the  Government  to  the  Ministry  and  thence  to  the  Regional 
Hospital  Board  for  onward  transmission  to  the  Department.  Specialist 
staff  must  be  cut  down,  clerical  assistance  cannot  be  increased  to  the 
complement  hoped  for  by  the  Chest  Physicians.  The  purchase  of  new 
apparatus  has  to  be  vetoed  or,  at  best,  postponed,  the  estimates  for  the 
new  clinic  will  need  to  be  reduced — all  this  at  a  time  when  the  back  of 
the  job  is  almost  broken,  when  one  supreme  concerted  shove  with 
unrestricted  resources  would  banish  TB  as  a  national  menace,  once  and 
for  all.  And  instead?  Planes,  tanks,  guns,  endless  convoys  of  mechan¬ 
ized  equipment  costing  hundreds  of  millions  of  pounds  annually  yet 
out-of-date  before  they  are  fairly  completed,  as  futile  as  peashooters  or 
Home  Guard  pikes  against  the  menace  of  the  cobalt-envelope  hydrogen 
bomb.* 


HOUSING 

The  housing  position  is  summarized  in  the  accompanying  three 
tables. 

*  Already  (December  1954)  even  more  satanic  weapons  are  on  the  way.  ‘Ameri¬ 
can  service  authorities  are  stated  to  be  officially  talking  about  what  they  call  the 
IBM — the  intercontinental  ballistic  missile.  With  an  enormous  warhead,  a  range 
of  5000  miles  and  travelling  at  4000  m.p.h.  they  will  be  guided  to  the  city  to  be 
attacked.  New  nerve  gases  have  been  developed.  They  are  colourless,  odourless, 
cannot  be  felt  or  seen;  they  enter  the  body  through  eyes,  nose,  skin  or  even  through 
the  clothes,  destroying  the  central  nervous  system,  so  that  the  victim  dies  in 
agony  within  a  few  hours.  No  adequate  defence  or  antidote  is  known.’ 

(From  The  Times,  7.12.54.) 
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TABLE  1:  Permanent  housing 

The  overall  situation  in  regard  to  housing  need  can  be  viewed  with 
tepid  optimism.  Applications  for  council-houses  are  only  88  per  cent  of 
the  1952  figure.  This  diminution  in  demand,  however,  must  be  partially 
offset  by  two  factors. 

1.  That  the  two  authorities  with  the  lowest  application  figures  had 
both,  during  the  year,  severely  pruned  their  lists  and  are  far  from 
certain  that  this  diminished  figure  can  remain  permanent. 

2.  That  there  has  been  an  increase  of  28  per  cent  in  the  number  of 
caravans  in  the  Combined  Districts  and  this  must  have  resulted  in 
some  cancellations  from  the  housing  lists  without  providing  per¬ 
manent  housing  units  of  comparable  type. 

Summary:  Housing  is  very  much  an  individual  problem  of  each  local 
authority.  If  it  could  be  assumed  that  no  new  applications  would  be 
received  and  that  the  anual  rate  of  council-house  building  would  remain 
constant,  Henley  Borough  would  solve  its  housing  problem  in  4  years, 
Thame  and  Ploughley  in  5  years,  Henley  R.D.  in  9  years  and  Bicester 
and  the  Bullingdon  R.D.  in  10  years. 

But  these  cold  figures  paraphrase,  as  all  Housing  officials  know,  along 
tale  of  human  weariness  and  heartbreak.  The  tremendous  j  ump  in  private 
building  in  the  area  (from  22  per  cent  of  the  total  in  1952  to  44  per  cent 
in  1953)  will  embitter  many  council-house  applicants  who  will  see  in 
the  changed  position  a  return  to  the  system  under  which  money  and 
not  housing-need  is  the  criterion  of  preference;  and  while  it  is  true  that 
the  number  of  council-houses  built  has  been  maintained,  it  is  equally 
true  that  standards  have  had  to  be  skimped  to  allow  the  release  of 
labour  and  material  for  private  building.  True  that  council-houses  are 
uneconomic  and  have  to  be  subsidised,  but  equally  true  that  the  finest 
investment  a  country  can  have  at  any  price  is  citizens  in  good  homes. 

Hundreds  of  young  couples  continue,  through  no  fault  of  their  own, 
to  miss  half  the  point  in  life,  growing  more  resentful  and  envious,  more^ 
potentially  anti-social  as  the  years  pass.  Caught  in  the  insoluble 
dilemma  of  ‘children,  no  lodgings;  no  children,  no  council-house’,  their 
prospect  of  parenthood  becomes,  instead  of  a  glowing  fulfilment,  a 
nagging  nightmare.  Overcrowded  with  in-laws,  or  unwelcome  and 
often  exploited  in  sleazy  bed-sitting-rooms,  they  all  too  easily  allow  the 
pub  and  the  dog-track  to  become  the  substitute-life  instead  of  the 
casual  entertainment,  and  soon  there  are  two  more  cases  of  that 
chronic  disease  which  is  the  great  scourge  of  this  generation — the 
‘couldn’t-care-less,  what’s-in-this-for-me?’  syndrome. 

Not  long  ago  I  visited  a  beautifully  sited  council  estate  in  the  area. 
Here  was  a  community  of  which  any  country  should  be  proud.  The 
tenants  were  contented  and  friendly,  with  a  justified  pride  in  them¬ 
selves  and  in  their  children.  Their  houses  were  spotless,  well-decorated, 
well-furnished,  light  and  airy,  with  ‘all  mod.  con.’  (not  forgetting 
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Table  1 — Permanent  Housing 
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television);  the  gardens  bore  witness  to  that  deep,  instinctive  love  of  the 
earth  which  has  made  ‘The  Archers’  the  most  popular  radio  programme 
of  the  week.  It  was  a  community  of  solid  citizens  with  a  stake  in  the 
land,  whose  morale  was  high  and  whose  horizons  were  expanding. 

TABLE  2:  Moveable  dwellings 
{a)  HUTS: 

The  very  next  day  I  had  occasion  to  visit  a  hutted  camp  site  also  in 
the  area.  The  difference  struck,  like  a  slap  in  the  face. 

Apologists  for  huts  point  out  that  the  local  authorities  had  the  camps 
wished  onto  them  in  the  first  place  and  that  they  are  making  the  best 
of  a  steadily  worsening  job,  that  there  is  still  a  waiting-list  and  that 
tenants  who  are  prepared  to  help  themselves  have  been  able  to  make 
their  huts  reasonably  comfortable.  These  are  fair  enough  observations 
but  there  is  one  suggestion  with  which  I  most  vehemently  disagree — 
that  the  hard-core  of  hut-dwellers  will  never  improve  and  that  they 
would  ruin  any  council-house  they  were  allotted.  This  was  the  argu¬ 
ment  used  by  our  grandfathers  (‘coal  in  the  bath,  banisters  for  firewood; 
drunken,  shiftless,  thriftless  lot;  take  a  hundred  years  to  change  ’em’) 
to  salve  their  consciences  when  they  provided  the  grim  blocks  of 
tenements  which  kept  the  lower  orders  in  their  proper  place.  I  have 
myself  witnessed  the  most  astonishing  transformations  in  bad  families 
transposed  to  good  housing  conditions,  and  I  have  even  seen  the 
children  educating  their  parents!  At  the  worst  it  is  surely  better  to 
make  the  experiment  and  then,  if  it  really  fails,  apply  for  eviction  than 
blimpishly  to  assume  that  nothing  can  be  done  before  anything  has 
been  tried. 

Whereas  the  housing  estate  was  a  community,  the  hutted  camp  was  a 
loose  conglomerate  of  dejected  rejects,  cynical,  suspicious,  disillusioned, 
ripe  for  political  exploitation.  The  vast  majority  had  long  since  given 
up  the  struggle  against  rot,  damp,  condensation,  lack  of  privacy,  lack 
of  hot-water,  lack  of  sanitation.  There  were  complaints  of  ‘black  spots’ 
and  ‘problem  areas’  caused  by  several  ‘bad’  families  being  housed  in  a 
group.  It  is  hard  to  imagine  a  more  unwholesome  atmosphere  for  the 
bringing-up  of  children  or  one  more  favourable  to  the  steady  decline  of 
their  parents. 

The  sanitary  arrangements  could  not  well  be  worse,  a  dangerous 
compromise  between  the  rural  system  of  burying  the  night-soil  and  the 
water-carriage  system  of  urban  populations.  The  excreta  are  emptied 
from  chemical  closets  into  manholes  disposed  at  various  points  about 
the  camp  and  conducted  thence  to  a  sewage-disposal  works.  Any 
carelessness  or  even  maladroitness  results  in  the  ground  around  these 
manholes  becoming  contaminated.  Children  playing  near  could  easily 
infect  both  themselves  and  the  standpipes  which  are  the  source  of 
drinking-water.  However  frequent  were  the  blockages  under  the 
original  water-carriage  system,  I  find  it  hard  to  believe  that  the  dis¬ 
connection  of  the  water-closets  was  not  a  retrograde  step.  That  there 
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has  not  so  far  been  a  disastrous  epidemic  of  dysentery  or  typhoid  can 
only  be  ascribed  to  luck  or  to  the  residents  having  acquired  immunity 
after  repeated  subclinical  attacks. 

If  any  reader  should  feel  that  I  have  exaggerated  the  conditions  let 
him  go  either  to  Dorchester  or  Chalgrove  just  as  darkness  is  falling  on  a 
clammy  rainy,  winter  evening,  take  a  long  walk  round  and  talk  to  a 
score  or  so  of  the  tenants. 

The  Bullingdon  R.D.  on  whom  the  burden  of  this  problem  most 
heavily  falls  is  fully  alive  to  the  state  of  affairs  I  have  described  and 
some  considerable  time  ago  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  Ministry  a  plan 
for  converting  Dorchester  camp  into  a  housing  estate.  This  plan  was 
rejected  by  the  Ministry,  without  a  local  inquiry,  on  the  ground  that 
there  were  camps  in  the  south  of  England  where  conditions  were 
materially  worse  and  that  these  camps  must  be  dealt  with  first. 

The  Bullingdon  R.D.  are  to  be  congratulated  on  their  reply  which  is 
(4.11. ’54)  the  decision  to  close  fifty  of  the  worst  of  the  huts  and  de¬ 
molish  them  as  they  become  vacant  even  if  no  extra  housing  allocation 
is  forthcoming  from  the  Ministry  to  make  good  the  doss’. 

{b)  CARAVANS: 

Four  of  the  six  constituent  authorities  are  materially  concerned 
with  this  expensive,  if  scarcely  expansive,  form  of  sub-housing.  A 
further  year’s  experience  had  not  caused  me  to  change  the  view  I 
expressed  in  the  1952  report. 

For  elderly  couples  with  no  ties  or  as  a  stepping-stone  to  a  permanent 
house  for  a  young  couple  both  of  whom  are  working  during  the  day, 
a  caravan  is  certainly  worth  something — though  seldom  what  it  costs. 
It  requires  only  a  moment's  consideration,  however,  to  realize  the 
extreme  undesirability  of  permanent  caravan  life  for  children. 

This  mild  suggestion  brought  me  a  number  of  letters  both  from  sup¬ 
porters  and  critics.  The  latter,  however,  proved  to  be  mainly  of  two 
groups — childless  couples,  who  were  outside  the  scope  of  the  argument 
anyway,  and  people  having  an  obvious  financial  interest  in  caravans 
or  caravanning.  One  medical  man  described,  in  an  article  in  a  caravan 
magazine,  how  when  he  had  to  sell  his  caravan  and  move  into  a  house, 
his  children  (like  Monsieur  Manette  in  A  Tale  of  Two  Cities)  were 
unable  to  get  used  to  the  feeling  of  space  and  insisted  on  playing  all 
their  games  on  a  small  square  of  carpet  in  front  of  the  fireguard,  as  they 
had  done  in  front  of  the  caravan  stove.  I  blush  to  repeat  that  this  was 
offered  by  my  unknown  colleague  as  evidence  not  of  agoraphobia  but 
of  the  desirability  of  caravan  life  for  children!  The  truth  of  my  assertion 
was,  however,  brought  home  to  me  even  more  forcibly  when  I  recently 
investigated  the  cause  of  damage  in  one  of  the  lavatory  blocks  on  a 
caravan-site.  I  was  told  that  it  had  been  done  by  children  from  the 
nearby  caravans — ^‘where  else  can  the  kids  play  when  it’s  raining  and 
the  parents  don’t  want  them  under  their  feet?’ 
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Although  I  believe  that  the  running  of  caravan-sites  by  private 
individuals  for  profit  (and  what  profits  there  are!)  is  all  too  often  a  trad¬ 
ing  on  human  misfortune,  I  must  admit  that  the  type  of  caravan  is 
usually  much  better  on  such  sites  than  is  the  caravan  on  individual 
licence — perhaps  because  site-owners  are  often  caravan-dealers  as 
well.  Be  that  as  it  may,  many  of  the  individually-licensed  caravans  are 
deplorable.  Legislation  is,  in  my  opinion,  long  overdue,  firstly  with 
regard  to  the  number  of  inhabitants  permitted,  based  on  the  cubic 
capacity  or  floor  area,*  and  secondly  with  regard  to  type,  ventilation 
and  structural  condition.  As  the  law  (or  lack  of  it)  stands  at  present, 
so  long  as  a  chemical  closet  is  provided  and  a  pure  water-supply 
available  within  a  reasonable  (though  not  specified)  distance,  it  is 
difficult  to  refuse  an  individual  caravan  licence  on  Public  Health 
grounds.  Structurally  poor  vans  soon  deteriorate  and  a  refusal  to 
renew  their  licences  annually  can  involve  the  Council  concerned  in  the 
provision  of  alternative  accommodation.  Renewals  are  refused, 
therefore,  only  in  the  most  flagrant  cases. 

As  long  as  the  housing  shortage  continues  to  make  caravan-dwelling 
inevitable,  the  best  way,  in  my  view,  of  minimizing  its  evils  is  for  local 
authorities  to  provide  and  administer  the  caravan  sites  within  their 
areas  and  to  press  for  greater  powers  to  decline  individual  licences. 
It  is  for  this  reason  that  I  welcome  the  decision  of  the  Ploughley 
Rural  District  Council  to  administer  a  new  caravan-site  to  be  started 
at  Merton  Gunpark,  a  description  of  which  is  given  on  p.  91. 

TABLE  THREE:  This  shows  that  in  the  area  as  a  whole  there  was  a 
decline  during  1953  in  the  number  of  persons  per  housing  unit,  which  is 
most  encouraging. 

HOUSING 


Table  3 — Persons  per  Housing  Unit 


Henley 

Borough 

Bicester 

U.D. 

Thame 

U.D. 

Bulling- 

don 

R.D. 

Henley 

R.D.. 

Plough- 

ley 

R.D. 

South 

Oxon 

Com¬ 

bined 

Districts 

Houses 

2426 

1160 

1175 

8927 

5543 

5529 

24760 

Huts 

54 

0 

0 

334 

154 

68 

610 

Caravans 

48 

0 

7 

458 

192 

76 

781 

Total  Units 

2528 

1160 

1182 

9719 

5889 

5673 

26151 

Population 

7920 

4375 

3677 

36050 

19780 

28540 

100342 

Persons  per 
Housing 

Unit 

3.1 

(3.2) 

3.8 

(3.7) 

3.1 

(3.2) 

3.7 

(3.9) 

3.4 

(3.8) 

5.0 

(5.6) 

3.8 

(4.1) 

Figures  in  brackets  are  for  1952 


*I  recently  recommended  the  refusal  of  a  licence  for  a  caravan  which  measured 
eight  feet  by  five  feet,  on  the  ground  that  two  adults  could  not  live  in  so  confined  a 
space  without  gravely  endangering  their  health.  If  the  case  were  to  come  to  court, 
however,  the  council  could  be  over-ruled  and  directed  to  grant  the  licence  despite 
the  medical  evidence. 
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SUMMARY:  THE  YEAR  AS  A  WHOLE 


Combined  Districts 

England  & 

1952 

1953 

Wales  1953 

Live  birth  rate: 

16.6 

16.4 

15.5 

(per  1000  population) 

Death  rate: 

9.1 

8.4 

11.4 

(per  1000  population) 
Still-birth  rate: 

13.1 

17.3 

22.4 

(per  1000  population) 
Maternal  mortality  rate: 

0.60 

Nil 

0.76 

(per  1000  total — live  and 
still-births) 

Neo-natal  death  rate: 

18.77 

*13.4 

17.7 

(Deaths  under  4  weeks 
per  1000  live  births) 

Infant  mortality  rate: 

27.85 

*23.7 

26.8 

(Deaths  under  1  year 
per  1000  live  births) 

Infectious  disease  cases 

820 

3181 

— 

(excluding  tuberculosis) 
Incidence  of  tuberculosis 

0.85 

0.92 

1.06 

(per  1000  population) 

Death  rate  from  tuberculosis 

0.11 

0.09 

0.20 

(per  1000  population) 
Illegitimacy  rate: 

4.8 

5.7 

4.5 

(per  100  total  births) 

(provisional) 

*  Per  1000  related  live  births — i.e.  births  occurring  not  during  the  calendar 
year  1953,  but  during  the  twelve  months  in  which  the  babies  who  died  were 
themselves  born. 


The  above  summary,  if  slightly  less  good  than  that  for  1952,  still  shows 
the  Combined  Districts  in  a  very  favourable  light  compared  with  the 
country  as  a  whole.  Indeed,  if  only  the  times  were  more  settled  we 
might  rest  well  content  and  view  the  future  with  hope  and  confidence. 

The  high  Infectious  Diseases  Incidence  is  in  no  way  peculiar  to  this 
area.  The  incidence  rate  of  Tuberculosis  increased  but  only  to  the 
extent  of  one  case  per  14,000  of  the  population.  The  illegitimacy  rate 
is  up  but,  with  the  exception  of  1952  is  still  the  lowest  in  the  last  ten 
years.  Compared  with  England  and  Wales  as  a  whole,  the  Combined 
Districts  win  all  along  the  line  except  in  chastity. 

This  report  could  not  have  been  compiled  nor  the  year’s  work  com¬ 
pleted  without  the  help  of  many  people.  First,  the  Sanitary  Inspectors; 
tireless,  tactful,  cheerful  and  fearless  (for  visits  to  remote  farms  and 
verminous  premises  are  not  free  of  occupational  hazards  from  wild  life) . 
They  have  contrived,  without  any  additions  to  staff,  to  make  nearly 
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17,000  inspections,  an  increase  of  23  per  cent  on  the  1952  figures.  The 
reports  on  the  separate  districts  will  proclaim  better  than  I  could  how 
much  I  am  in  their  debt.  The  work  on  Mortality  involved  a  large 
amount  of  intricate  and  exasperating  typing  in  order  that  the  figures 
might  be  cross-checked  with  those  of  the  Registrar  General.  Little  of 
this  work  shows  in  the  final  results,  but  I  am  none  the  less  grateful  to 
my  secretary,  Mrs.  Thompson,  for  having  so  cheerfully  shouldered  this 
additional  burden.  Miss  Genner  remains  infallible  and  invaluable  on 
local  topography  and  practically  infallible  on  calligraphy  (though  it 
must  be  admitted  that  medical  men  haven’t  acquired  their  reputation 
in  this  respect  for  nothing!)  Doctors  Campbell,  Parfit  and  Griffith,  the 
M.Os.H.  of  neighbouring  districts,  have  settled  one  or  two  border 
incidents  for  me.  Doctor  Warin,  M.O.H.  of  the  City  of  Oxford,  has 
several  times  put  his  wide  Public  Health  experience  at  my  disposal  for 
the  asking.  Doctor  Anderson,  who  succeeded  Doctor  Jennings  as 
County  Medical  Officer,  followed  him  in  refusing  to  be  aware  that  there 
could  be  such  a  thing  as  friction  between  County  and  District  M.O. 
I  am  particularly  pleased  that  he  has  asked  me  to  help  in  the  forth¬ 
coming  (1955)  B.C.G.  scheme.  The  Chest  Physicians  have  frequently 
been  in  touch  with  me,  chiefly  about  housing,  and  I  have  to  thank  the 
various  Housing  Committees  for  meeting  so  high  a  percentage  of  my 
appeals.  Mr.  Jones’s  encyclopaedic  knowledge  of  Chest  Clinic  patients 
continues  to  keep  me  and  my  TB  registers  up  to  date.  Few  days  pass 
without  my  receiving  reports  from  the  Public  Health  Laboratories  in 
Oxford  and  Reading,  especially  in  regard  to  throat  and  bowel  infection 
cases;  I  would  indeed  be  at  a  loss  without  this  help.  Finally,  I  have  been 
happy  to  meet  a  number  of  practitioners  in  the  area  whom  I  did  not 
previously  know  and  much  appreciate  the  increasing  co-operation  I 
receive  from  G.P.s.  I  believe  that,  logically,  all  the  doctors  practising 
in  an  area  should  receive  a  copy  of  the  M.O.H. ’s  annual  report,  and  I 
hope  that  in  future  it  may  be  possible  to  arrange  this.  The  only  diffi¬ 
culty  would  appear  to  be  that  of  expense. 

To  all  these  colleagues  I  extend  my  grateful  thanks. 


The  author  of  an  annual  report  in  Britain  these  days  has  scarcely  the 
feeling  of  writing  for  posterity.  Sandwiched  between  two  enormous 
powers,  both  of  which  have  the  H  bomb,  we  do  not  know  whether  any 
of  us  will  be  alive  by  this  time  next  year — but  here’s  hoping!  I  must 
confess,  however,  that  within  the  last  few  months  I  have  more  than 
once  wondered  why  I  was  at  such  pains  to  obtain  statistics  about 
Mortality  when  the  Recording  Angel,  far  beyond  the  fringe  area  let  us 
hope,  may  well,  at  any  moment  now,  register  our  universal  cause  of 
death  with  a  single,  laconic 
'Blast!’ 

I  am, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

HECTOR  MACKENZIE-WINTLE 
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HENLEY-ON-THAMES  MUNICIPAL  BOROUGH 


MUNICIPAL  BOROUGH  OF  HENLEY-ON-THAMES 


Section  A 

STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA 


Area  in  Acres  ...  . 

Population: 

R.G.’s  Mid-year  Estimate  (30.6.53)  Home  Population  ... 
R.G.’s  Mid-year  Estimate  (30.6.52)  Home  Population  ... 
Census  ( 1 95 1)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  (1953)  ... 

(1952) . 

Rateable  Value  (Cuiarent  year)  ... 

Product  of  a  Penny  Rate  (Current  year)  ...  (estimated) 


1416 

7920 

7925 

7970 

2426 

2379 

£60212 

£236 


Social  Conditions  and  Occupations 

Besides  the  occupations  common  to  most  up-river  Thames-side 
towns  brewing  and  light  engineering  are  carried  on  in  the  town. 


Extracts  from  the  Vital  Statistics  for  the  Year 

Births 


Live  Births 

Males 

Females 

Persons 

Live  Birth  Rate 
(per  1000  of  the 

home  population) 

Henley-on-Thames 

Crude  Corrected 

Legitimate  . . . 

68 

57 

125 

Illegitimate  . . . 

4 

4 

8 

Total 

72 

61 

133 

16.8  17.3 

England  and  Wales 

•  •  • 

^  «  •  •  • 

•  •  • 

15.5 

Still  Births 

Males 

Females 

Persons 

Still  Birth  Rate 

Henley-on-Thames 

(per  1000  total 
births) 

Legitimate  . . . 

1 

1 

2 

Illegitimate  . . . 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

1 

1 

2 

14.8 

England  and  Wales 


Deaths  from  All  Causes 

Males 


Deaths 


22.4 


Females 


Persons  Death  Rate 

(per  1000  of  the 
home  population) 
Crude  Corrected 


8.6 


Henley-on-Thames  36 
England  and  Wales 


•  •  « 


51 


•  • 


87  11.0 

11.4 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  AS  CLASSIFIED  BY  THE  REGISTRAR  GENERAL 


Male 

Female 

Persons 

) 

As  a  per¬ 
centage  of 
the  total 

Order  of 
fre¬ 
quency 

1. 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

1 

1 

1.15 

=  12 

2. 

Tuberculosis,  other  ... 

3. 

Syphilitic  disease 

4. 

Diphtheria 

5. 

Whooping  Cough 

6. 

Meningococcal  infections 

7. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  ... 

8. 

Measles 

9. 

Other  infective  and  parasitic 

diseases 

1 

1 

1.15 

=  12 

10.  Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

1 

1  " 

1.15^ 

=  12 

11. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung. 

bronchus 

1 

2 

3 

Pi  2 

3  45 

9 

12. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

1 

1 

M  B 

L  O  o  17 

1.15 

a  IQ  4*? 

=  12 

13. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

2 

2 

2.30 

=  10 

14. 

Other  malignant  and  lymph- 

U  rt 

atic  neoplasm 

6 

4 

10 

11.50 

3 

15. 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

16. 

Diabetes 

1 

1 

1.15 

=  12 

17. 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous 

> 

- 

system 

5 

13 

18 

^  O 

Wi! 

20.70 

1 

18. 

Coronary  disease,  angina  . . . 

4 

3 

7 

8.05 

5 

19. 

Hypertension  with  heart  dis- 

>  M 

H  'B 

ease 

1 

1 

1.15 

=  12 

20. 

Other  heart  disease  ... 

7 

9 

18.40 

2 

21. 

Other  circulatory  disease 

2 

2 

4 

4.60 

=  7 

22. 

Influenza 

23. 

Pneumonia  ... 

5 

5.75^ 

6 

24. 

Bronchitis 

3 

1 

4 

4.60 

=  7 

25. 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory 

^  10.35 

system 

J 

26. 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duo- 

denum 

2 

2 

2.30 

=  10 

27. 

Gastritis,  enteritis,  and  diar- 

rhoea  ... 

28. 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

29. 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

30. 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abor- 

tion 

31. 

Congenital  malformations  . . . 

32. 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined 

diseases 

3 

5 

8 

9.20 

4 

33. 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

1 

1 

1.15 

=  12 

34. 

All  other  accidents  ... 

35. 

Suicide 

36. 

Homicide  and  operations  of 

war 

1 

1 

1.15 

=  12 

All  Causes: 

36 

51 

87 

(♦68) 

100  (♦78.10) 

♦  Cancer,  heart  disease  and  chest  disease  combined. 


E 
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Maternal  Mortality 

There  were  no  deaths  from  puerperal  causes  during  the  year.  In 
England  and  Wales  the  maternal  mortality  rate  was  0.76  maternal 
deaths  per  1000  total  (live  and  still)  births. 


Infant  Mortality  and  Neo-Natal  Mortality 
There  was  one  female  death  under  one  year  and  this  occurred  in  the 
first  four  weeks  of  life. 


per  1000  live 
births 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  7.5 

Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  7.5 


England  &  Wales 
(per  1000  related 
live  births*) 

26.8 

17.7  (provisional 
figure) 


Section  B 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 

FOR  THE  AREA 


Laboratory  Work.  This  is  carried  out  by  the  Public  Health  Laboratory, 
Walton  Street,  Oxford,  under  the  supervision  of  Dr.  R.  L.  Vollum. 

As  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  at  the  Battle  Hospital,  Reading, 
is  nearer  to  Henley  than  the  Oxford  Laboratory  some  practitioners 
prefer  to  send  their  specimens  there,  to  be  examined  by  Dr.  Wood. 


Section  C 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 

Water  Supply.  Water  is  supplied  by  the  Henley-on-Thames  Water 
Company,  Limited,  from  two  bore-holes,  each  sunk  200  feet  into  middle 
chalk.  The  one  at  Greys  Road,  Henley,  is  8  inches  in  diameter,  the 
other  at  Reading  Road,  Harpsden,  is  12  inches  in  diameter.  Both 
supplies  are  chlorinated  and  softened  by  the  base  exchange  process 
from  19°-21°  (Clark)  to  between  8°  and  9°  (Clark).  Monthly  samples 
taken  for  bacteriological  examination  have  always  demonstrated  the 
water  to  be  highly  satisfactory. 

Of  the  2480  occupied  dwellings  (2426  houses  and  54  huts)  2475  have 
a  piped  main  water  supply  (2450  direct  into  the  house  and  25  to  a 
stand  pipe)  and  5  are  dependent  upon  wells  the  water  from  which,  in 
each  case,  is  piped  into  the  house. 

Sewage  Disposal.  The  majority  of  the  houses  in  the  town  are  con¬ 
nected  to  the  public  sewers  as  the  table  given  below  demonstrates. 

The  drainage  of  the  town  is  arranged  on  the  ‘Separate  System’  (i.e. 
surface  water  and  sewage  are  disposed  of  separately).  Surface  water  is 
discharged  directly  into  the  River  Thames  through  oil  traps.  Sewage 
is  lifted  to  the  sewage  disposal  works  by  Shone  Ejectors  operated  by 
compressed  air  produced  at  the  Cambridge  Wood  Pumping  Station. 

*  Related  live  births  are  births  occurring  not  during  the  calendar  year  1953, 
but  during  the  twelve  months  in  which  the  babies  who  died  were  themselves 
born. 
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During  the  year  the  effluent  was  contained  on  the  site  of  the  Council's 
Sewage  outfall  works  at  Assenden. 

In  the  interim  period  between  the  end  of  the  year  and  the  writing 
of  this  Report,  a  Public  Inquiry  was  held  on  January  6th,  1954,  at 
Henley,  into  the  granting  of  a  new  loan  for  the  proposed  new  outfall 
works. 

A  letter  received  from  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Govern¬ 
ment  a  few  weeks  after  the  Inquiry,  stated  that  the  Minister  had 
approved  in  principle  the  Council’s  proposals  for  the  provision  of  a  new 
sewage  disposal  works,  subject  to  the  capacity  of  the  secondary 
digestion  tanks  being  increased  to  two  cubic  feet  per  head  of  population. 
The  letter  also  stated  that  owing  to  restrictions  on  capital  investment, 
it  was  impossible  to  give  immediate  authorization  to  proceed  or  any 
indication  of  a  starting  date.  The  Council’s  consulting  Engineers  have 
now  been  instructed  to  prepare  plans  showing  in  detail  the  technical 
proposals  as  required  by  the  Ministry. 


Summary  of  Closet  Provision  and  Water  Supply 


Method  of  Sewage  Disposal 

Type  of  Water  Supply 

Well 

Main  Water 

To  stand  pipe 

Piped  into  house 

Chemical  Closet 

5 

— 

12 

Pail  Closet 

— 

— 

— 

Water  Closet 

To  main  sewer 

— 

25 

2363 

To  cesspool 

— 

— 

75 

Totals 

5 

25 

2450 

Section  D 
HOUSING 


New  Construction  since  1945 
(a)  By  the  Council 


Houses 

Bungalows 

Flats 

2  Bedroom 
Type 

Bedrooms 

Prefabs 

2 

3 

4 

Total  constructed 

1945—52  . 

— 

134 

18 

34 

16 

12 

Number  completed 

during  1953  ... 

4 

14 

— 

— 

— 

20 

Number  under  con- 

struction  at  31.12.53 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

-  u-  , 

(See  page  24) 

Total  completed  and 

under  construction  ... 

4 

148 

18 

34 

16 

32 

24 
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(b)  By  Private  Enterprise 

Since  1945  48  houses  have  been  built  by  private  enterprise  and  10 
were  under  construction  at  December  31st,  1953. 

Housing  Needs  of  the  Borough.  It  is  estimated  that  a  further  160 
houses  are  required  to  satisfy  the  present  demand  for  accommodation. 

Huts  and  caravans.  At  the  close  of  the  year  the  Council  was  in 
control  of  three  sites  on  which  were  54  ex-service  huts  converted  for  use 
as  temporary  houses.  On  another  site  were  48  caravans  also  occupied 
as  dwellings. 

Housing  Development 

(a)  Gainsborough  Hill  Site.  During  the  year  the  remaining  houses 
and  flats  which  were  under  construction  on  December  31st,  1952, 
were  completed  and  all  these  dwellings  were  occupied  before  the  end 
of  the  year. 

[h)  Abraham's  Site.  This  site  which  is  scheduled  for  housing  develop¬ 
ment  is  adjacent  to  the  Council’s  Mount  View  Estate.  During  the  year 
the  site  works  including  roads  and  the  installation  of  the  essential 
services  was  completed.  It  is  anticipated  that  work  on  the  erection  of 
the  first  56  houses  on  this  site  will  commence  early  in  1954. 


Inspections  made,  Notices  served  and  Orders  made 


Under  the  Public 
Health  Act,  1936 

Under  the  Housing 
Act,  1936 

Inspections  made 

Notices  served 

320 

150 

Informal 

50 

22 

Statutory 

1 

1 

Orders  made 

Section  E 

FOOD  INSPECTION 

Meat.  Slaughtering  is  carried  out  centrally  at  Reading  and  only 
when  casualties  occur  is  meat  inspection,  other  than  that  carried  out  in 
shops,  required  in  the  Borough. 

Ice  Cream.  Premises  where  ice  cream  is  sold  or  manufactured  have 
been  inspected  regularly  throughout  the  year.  Samples  of  ice  cream 
have  been  taken  and  submitted  for  routine  bacteriological  examination. 
The  table  shows  the  results  of  these  examinations. 


Grade 

1 

2 

3 

4 

All  Grades  Total 

No.  of  samples 

4 

3 

— 

— 

1 

Percentage 

57 

43 

— 

— 

100 
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No.  of  premises  registered  for  the  sale  and  manufacture  of  ice 

cream  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

(а)  No.  of  persons  using  cold  mix  method  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

(б)  No.  of  persons  carrying  out  heat  treatment  (Ref.  Ice  Cream 

Heat  Treatment  Regulations,  1947-52)  ...  ...  ...  1 

No.  of  premises  registered  for  sale  of  ice  cream  ...  ...  ...  33 

Food  Poisoning.  No  cases  of  Food  Poisoning  were  notified  during 
the  year. 


Food  Inspected  and  Condemned.  The  following  foodstuffs  were  con¬ 
demned  as  unfit  for  human  consumption  and  voluntarily  surrendered. 


Beef  (English  and  Imported) 

...  1251 

lb. 

Pork  (English) 

...  911 

lb. 

Imported  Cooked  Ham  ... 

...  931 

lb. 

Canned  Meats  (various)  ... 

...  114 

tins 

Canned  Fruit 

...  416 

tins 

Canned  Vegetables 

...  132 

tins 

Canned  Fish 

...  31 

tins 

Tomato  Puree 

...  23 

tins 

Soups  (various) 

7 

tins 

Jam  (various) 

9 

tins 

Miscellaneous  foods 

...  29 

pkts./or  jars 

Fish  (various) 

...  139 

lb. 

Sausages  ... 

...  72 

lb. 

Canned  Milk 

...  56 

tins 

Corned  Beef 

...  18 

lb. 

Sheep  Liver  and  Lungs  ... 

21 

lb. 

Part  Bovine  Liver 

7 

lb. 

Jellied  Veal 

6 

lb. 

Luncheon  Meat  ... 

8 

lb. 

Cheese  ...  ... 

...  56 

lb. 

Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations 

No.  of  Registered  Distributors  with  dairy  premises  within  the 
1^  o  r  u^^li  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

No.  of  Registered  Distributors  with  dairy  premises  outside  the 

Borough  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

No.  of  Dealer’s  licences  granted  for  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  ...  4 

,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  Pasteurized  Milk  ...  ...  5 

,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  Sterilized  Milk  ...  ...  2 

,,  Supplementary  ,,  ,,  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  ...  2 

,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  Pasteurized  Milk  ...  ...  2 


Milk.  The  Milk  (Special  Designations)  (Specified  Areas)  (No.  2). 
The  above  order  made  by  the  Minister  of  Food,  came  into  operation 
on  December  2nd,  1953.  The  Borough  is  included  in  the  area  specified 
by  the  Order.  The  effect  of  this  Order  is  to  ensure  that  all  milk  sold  by 
retail  is  ‘specially  designated’  milk  (that  is  ‘Pasteurized’,  ‘Sterilized’, 
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‘Tuberculin  Tested',  or  until  September  30th,  1954,  ‘accredited  milk' 
from  a  single  herd). 

Milk  Sampling.  Milk  (Special  Designations)  Regulations.  Five 
samples  of  ‘Pasteurised'  milk  have  been  taken  and  all  were  reported  as 
satisfactorily  having  passed  both  Phosphatase  and  Methylene  Blue 
tests.  Raw  milk  samples  were  not  taken,  in  anticipation  of  the  coming 
into  force  of  the  above  regulations. 

Food  Premises.  During  the  year  135  inspections  were  made  of  food 
premises  in  the  Borough.  In  certain  instances  works  of  cleansing, 
improvement  of  existing  washing  facilities,  or  works  necessitating 
repair  to  food  preparation  or  storage  rooms  have  been  carried  out. 

(1)  No.  of  food  premises  according  to  type  of  business: 

Butchers'  Premises  .  .  12 

Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Confectionery  premises  (cakes,  bread,  etc.)  ...  .  8 

Grocery  premises  .. .  ...  ...  .  ...  ...  19 

Fishshops  (including  Fish  Friers)  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Greengrocers  ...  ...  .  9 

Hotels,  Cafes,  etc.  ...  . 22 

Mixed  General  Shops  (other  than  Grocers,  and  including 

sweet  shops) .  .  .  16 

Licensed  Premises  ...  ...  .  .  35 

Food  Hygiene.  Advice  is  given  whenever  necessary  on  matters 
concerning  food  hygiene.  It  is  pleasing  to  record  that  as  a  result  of 
circularization  of  all  food  traders  within  the  Borough,  concerning  the 
Council's  food  byelaws  relating  to  the  importance  of  hand  washing 
after  using  the  toilet,  and  the  exhibition  of  a  suitable  form  of  notice 
relative  to  this  matter,  there  was  excellent  co-operation. 

During  the  year  more  attention  was  given  to  the  personal  contact 
with  traders,  when  advice  and  assistance  was  given  on  matters  con¬ 
cerning  food  hygiene;  this  is  felt  to  be  of  inestimable  value. 

Special  Examination  of  Food.  It  was  found  necessary  to  detain  for 
further  examination  82  tins  of  Evaporated  Milk.  The  bacterio¬ 
logical  reports  on  samples  submitted  from  this  particular  consignment 
were  satisfactory  and  the  report  of  the  public  analyst  showed  that 
although  the  evaporated  milk  contained  small  lumps,  which  on 
examination  were  found  to  consist  of  protein,  the  milk  was  wholesome. 
As  a  result  of  these  reports  no  tins  were  condemned. 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938 

Inspections  made  of  Premises  (Section  13)  ...  ...  ...  135 

Informal  notices  served  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  23 

Informal  notices  complied  with  by  December  31st,  1953  ...  21 

Statutory  Notices  served  .  .  — 

Statutory  Notices  complied  with  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 
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Section  F 

PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS 

DISEASES 


Diseases  notified  during  the  year,  other  than  Pulmonary  Tubermlosis 


Whooping  Cough 
Measles 
Dysentery 
Puerperal  Pyrexia 


Number  of  cases 
notified 

Male  Female  Total 

3  _  3 

106  102  208 

—  1  1 

—  1  1 


Totals  109  104  213 


TUBERCULOSIS 


Transfers  out 

of  the  district 

New 

Cases 

Transfers  into 

and  patients 

Died 

the  district 

classified  as 

recovered 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

Pulmonary 

— 

6 

4 

3 

2 

2 

— 

1 

Non-Pulmonary 

2 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

FACTORIES  ACTS  1937-1948 


(a)  Inspection  of  Factories 


Number 

Inspec- 

Written 

Occupiers 

in 

tions 

Notices 

Prose- 

Register 

made 

served 

cuted 

1. 

Factories  in  which  Sections 

1 ,  2,  3,  4  and  6  apply 

13 

8 

2 

2. 

Factories  in  which  Section  7 
applies 

45 

48 

9 

-  -  - 

3. 

Other  premises 

12 

4 

— 

— 

Total 

70 

60 

11 

— 

(b)  Cases  in  which  defects  were  found 


Defect 

Number 

found 

Referred 

by 

H.M.  Inspec¬ 
tor 

Number 

remedied 

Want  of  Cleanliness 

1 

■  ■  1 

1 

Sanitary  Conveniences — 

{a)  insufficient  ... 

1 

1 

(&)  Unsuitable  or  defective 

7 

1 

5 

[c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

1 

1 

1 

Other  offences  (not  including  of- 

fences  relating  to  outwork) 

2 

— 

2 

Total 

12 

3 

9 
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PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT  1949 


Type  of  Property 

Local 

Authority 

Dwelling 

Houses 

Agricul¬ 

tural 

All  other 
(including 
Business 
and 

Industrial) 

Total 

No.  of  properties 
inspected  by  Local 
Authority  during 
1953  as  a  result 
{a)  of  notification 
or 

(6)  survey  or  other¬ 
wise  ... 

8 

20 

166 

2 

8 

48 

30 

222 

No.  of  properties 
inspected  which 

Major 

were  found  to  be 
infested  by  rats  . . . 

Minor 

3 

11 

2 

2 

18 

No.  of  properties 
which  were  found 
to  be  seriously  in¬ 
fested  by  mice 

8 

5 

13 

No.  of  infested  pro¬ 
perties  treated  by 
Local  Authority  . . . 

3 

17 

1 

7 

28 

No.  of  notices  ser¬ 
ved  under  Section  4 

1 .  Treatment  . . . 

2.  Structural 
works 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT  1948— SECTION  47 
NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  (AMENDMENT)  ACT  1951 

No  action  was  taken  under  these  acts  during  the  year. 


SUMMARY  OF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR'S  WORK  DURING  THE 


YEAR  1953 

Summary  of  Inspections  (including  revisits) 

(a)  House  Inspection.  Under  Public  Health  Act  .. .  ...  446 

Under  Housing  Act  ...  ...  228 

Miscellaneous  visits  ...  ...  80 

(h)  General  Sanitation, 

Accumulations  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 

Drainage  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  105 

Factories  .  .  60 

Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  22 

Moveable  Dwellings  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  107 

Rodent  Control  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  225 

Piggeries  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Smoke  Observations  (informal)  ...  ...  ...  1 

Miscellaneous  visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  94. 
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(c)  Food  Premises. 

Bakehouses 
Butchers’  Shops  ... 

Dairies  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  .  •  < 

Fish  Shops  and  Fish  Friers 
Grocers’  Premises  ... 

Hotels,  cafes,  restaurants,  etc.  ... 

Ice  Cream  premises 

Visits  to  food  premises  re  unsound  food 
Licensed  Premises 
Miscellaneous  visits 

(d)  Infectious  Disease. 

Inquiries  and  visits 
Premises  disinfected 
Miscellaneous  visits 

{e)  Rag  Flock  Act. 

Routine  visits 


29 


21 

25 

35 

14 

34 

38 


28 

68 

15 

95 


41 

10 

40 


4 


(/)  Notices. 

No.  of  complaints  received 
No.  of  informal  notices  served  ... 
No.  of  statutory  notices  served 


134 

107 

3 


Summary  of  work  carried  out  and  Nuisances  abated 
Accumulations  removed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Bakehouses  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Chimneys  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Internal  plasterwork  renewed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  21 

Roofs  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Windows  repaired  or  renewed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

External  brickwork  pointing  renewed  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

Floors  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Rainwater  pipes  and  eaves  gutters  repaired  or  renewed  ...  15 

Flushing  cisterns  renewed  or  repaired  .  14 

W.C.  Pans  renewed  or  repaired  .  13 

Vent  pipes  renewed  or  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Yard  paving  renewed  .  1 

Fireplaces  or  ranges  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Lavatories  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Yards  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Choked  drains  cleared  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

Washing  facilities  provided  at  food  premises  ...  ...  ...  3 

Preparation  and  Store  Rooms  (Food  premises)  cleansed  or 

repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

Rooms  cleansed  .  2 

Miscellaneous  items  dealt  with  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 


F 
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Section  A 

STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA 


Area  in  Acres .  1679 

Population: 

R.G.’s  Mid-year  Estimate  (30.6.53)  Home  Popu¬ 
lation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4375 

R.G.’s  Mid-year  Estimate  (30.6.52)  Home  Popu¬ 
lation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4220 

Census  (1951)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4171 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  (1953)...  ...  ...  1160 

(1952) .  1144 

Number  of  Families  or  separate  occupiers  (1953)  ...  1220 

(1952)  ...  1198 

Rateable  Value  . £23721 

Product  of  a  Penny  Rate  ...  ...  ...  ...  £87 


Social  Conditions  and  Occupations 
Bicester  is  a  market  town  in  the  midst  of  a  predominantly  agricul¬ 
tural  area.  The  principal  occupation  is  therefore  agriculture  although 
the  largest  single  employer  of  labour  from  the  town  is  the  Base 
Ordnance  Depot  nearby  in  the  Ploughley  Rural  District. 


Extracts  from  the  Vital  Statistics  for  the  Year 


Live  Births 


Births 


Bicester 

Males 

Females 

Persons  Live  Birth  Rate 
(per  1000  of  the 
home  population) 
Crude  Corrected 

Legitimate  . . . 

46 

50 

96 

Illegitimate  . . . 

3 

4 

7 

Total 

49 

54 

103  23.5  20.7 

England  and  Wales 

•  •  • 

•  •  »  •  •  • 

...  1 5.5 

Still  Births 

Bicester 

Males 

Females 

Persons  Still  Birth  Rate 
(per  1000  total 
births) 

Legitimate  . . . 

— 

2 

2 

Illegitimate  . . . 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

— 

2 

2  19.0 

England  and  Wales  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  22.4 
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Deaths  from  all  Causes 

Males 


Deaths 

Females  Persons 


Bicester  ...  ...  24  19  43 

England  and  Wales 


Death  Rate 
(per  1000  of  the 
home  population) 
Crude  Corrected 

9.8  9.1 

11.4 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH  AS  CLASSIFIED  BY  THE  REGISTRAR  GENERAL 


Male 

Female 

Persons 

As  a  per¬ 
centage  of 
the  total 

Order  of 
fre¬ 
quency 

1. 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

2. 

Tuberculosis,  other  ... 

3. 

Syphilitic  disease 

4. 

Diphtheria 

5. 

Whooping  Cough 

6. 

Meningococcal  infections 

7. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  ... 

8. 

Measles 

9. 

Other  infective  and  parasitic 

diseases 

10. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

1 

1  " 

2.331 

=  9 

11. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung, 

bronchus 

2 

2 

Oh  2 

4.66 

=  7 

12. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

W  B 

b.  16  31 

13. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

14. 

Other  malignant  and  lymph- 

atic  neoplasm 

2 

2 

4 

9.32 

4 

15. 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

16. 

Diabetes 

w- 

17. 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous 

c/)  « 

C 

system 

4 

6 

10 

23.30 

i 

1 

18. 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

2 

2 

cQ*  21 

4.66 

=  7 

19. 

Hypertension  with  heart  dis- 

H.S 

>  ‘tO.C/O 

ease 

1 

1 

2.33 

=9 

20. 

Other  heart  disease  ... 

4 

4 

^  p— t 

18.64^ 

2 

21. 

Other  circulatory  disease 

2 

1 

3 

a-s 

6.99 

=  5 

22. 

Influenza 

23. 

Pneumonia  ... 

1 

1  " 

2.33  "i 

=9 

24. 

Bronchitis 

1 

2 

3 

C 

6.99  L  1 1 

=  5 

25. 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory 

r  Sw  5 

^11  .DD 

system 

1 

1  J 

2.33  J 

=9 

26. 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duo- 

denum 

27. 

Gastritis,  enteritis,  and  diar- 

rhoea  ... 

28. 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

29. 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

30. 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abor- 

tion 

31. 

Congenital  malformations  . . . 

32. 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined 

diseases 

2 

4 

6 

13.98 

3 

33. 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

1 

1 

2.33 

=9 

34. 

All  other  accidents  ... 

35. 

Suicide 

36. 

Homicide  and  operations  of 

war 

All  Causes; 

24 

19 

43 

(*33) 

100  (*76.89) 

*  Cancer,  heart  disease  and  chest  disease  combined. 
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Maternal  Mortality 

There  were  no  deaths  from  puerperal  causes  during  the  year.  In 
England  and  Wales  the  maternal  mortality  rate  was  0.76  maternal 
deaths  per  1000  total  (live  and  still)  births. 

Infant  Mortality  and  Neo-Natal  Mortality 

There  were  2  deaths  (1  male,  1  female)  under  one  year  both  of 
which  occurred  in  the  first  four  weeks  of  life. 

(per  1000  related  live  births) 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  ...  ...  19.4  (26.8)* 

Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  .. .  ...  19.4  (17.7  provisional)* 


Section  B 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 

FOR  THE  AREA 

Laboratory  Work.  This  is  carried  out  by  the  Public  Health  Laboratory, 
Walton  Street,  Oxford,  under  the  supervision  of  Dr.  R.  L.  VoUum. 


Section  C 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 

Water  supply.  The  two  borehole  supplies  at  Bucknell  Road  and 
Buckingham  Road  have  continued  to  meet  the  town’s  demands  with 
some  assistance  from  the  borehole-well  supply  in  the  town. 

The  Council  are  considering  the  provision  of  increased  water  storage. 

Fourteen  bacteriological  and  five  chemical  examinations  of  the  water 
have  been  made  during  the  year  and  all  specimens  were  reported  to  be 
satisfactory. 

Of  the  1160  occupied  houses  in  the  town,  1151  have  a  piped  main 
water  supply  (1103  direct  into  the  house  and  48  to  a  stand  pipe)  and 
9  are  dependent  upon  wells. 

Sewage  Disposal.  The  new  Sewage  Disposal  works  and  outfall  sewer 
were  started  in  November  1953. 


Type  of  Water  Supply 

Method  of  Sewage  Disposal 

Well 

Main 

Water 

To  stand  pipe 

Piped  into  house 

Chemical  Closet 

8 

Pail  Closet 

9 

— 

— 

Water  Closet 

To  main  sewer 

40 

1103 

To  cesspool 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

9 

48 

1103 

♦  Figures  in  parentheses  are  for  England  and  Wales  1953.  See  note  on  p.  22. 
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Section  D 
HOUSING 


New  Construction  since  1945 


(a)  By  the  Council 


Houses 

Bungalows 

for 

old  people 

Bedrooms 

2 

3 

4 

Total  completed  1945-1952 

18 

142 

— 

— 

Number  completed  in  1 953 

8 

4 

— 

— 

Number  under  construction  at 

31.12.53  . 

20 

10 

4 

8 

Total  completed  and 

under  construction 

46 

156 

4 

8 

(b)  By  Private  Enterprise.  Since  1945  16  houses  have  been  erected  by 
private  enterprise.  At  31 .12.53  a  further  three  were  under  construction. 

Caravan.  No  caravan  was  licensed  during  the  year  1953. 


Inspections  made,  Notices  served  and  Orders  made 


Under  the 

Public  Health 

Act,  1936 

Under  the 
Housing  Act, 

1936 

Inspections  made 

Notices  served 

200 

61 

Informal 

72 

33 

Statutory 

— 

— 

Orders  made 

Section  E 

FOOD  INSPECTION 

Meat.  Slaughtering  is  carried  out  centrally  at  Banbury  and  inspec¬ 
tion  in  the  town  is  limited  to  cases  of  animals  slaughtered  as  casualties. 

Food  Poisoning.  There  were  no  cases  of  food  poisoning  notified 
during  the  year. 


Food  inspected  and  condemned. 

Meat  (Abscessed) 

,,  (Putrid  through  poor  storage) 
Canned  Meat  (Blown) 

,,  Ham  (Blown  cans) 

,,  Milk 

. . . 

lbs. 

84 

...  291 

27 

119 

tins 

8 

Fish 

JL  ••• 

...  100 

and  16 

,,  Soups 

4 

,,  Vegetables  ... 

30 

,,  Fruit 

177 
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Section  F 

PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS 

DISEASES 


Diseases  notified  during  the  year,  other  than  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis. 


Measles 

Totals 


Number  of  cases  notified 
Male  Female  Total 

...  11  22  33 


...  11  22  33 


TUBERCULOSIS 


New 

Cases 

Transfers  into 
the  district 

Transfers  out 
of  the  district 
and  patients 
classified  as 
recovered 

Died 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

2 

2 

1 

-  -  - 

2 

3 

-  --- 

— 

FACTORIES  ACTS  1937-1948 


(a)  Inspection  of  Factories 


No.  on 

Inspec- 

Written 

Occupiers 

Register 

tions 

Notices 

Prose- 

made 

served 

cuted 

1.  Factories  in  which  Sections 

1 ,  2,  3,  4  and  6  apply 

2.  Factories  in  which  Section  7 

9 

19 

— 

— 

applies 

3.  Other  premises 

17 

38 

— 

— 

(b)  Cases  in  which  defects  were  found 


Defect 

Number 

found 

Number 

remedied 

Referred  by 
H.M.  Inspector 

Want  of  Cleanliness 

9 

9 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors 

— 

— 

— 

Unsuitable  or  defective  sanitary 
conveniences  ... 

2 

2 

— 

Total 

11 

11 

— 
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NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT  1948— SECTION  47 
NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  (AMENDMENT)  ACT  1951 

No  action  was  taken  under  these  acts  during  the  year. 


RODENT  CONTROL 


Type  of 
Premises 

Rats 

Mice 

Properties 
inspected  on 
notification 

No.  inspected 
otherwise 

No.  of 
Properties 
Treated 

L.A.  Properties 

4 

— 

3 

1 

4 

Dwelling  houses 

16 

— 

13 

3 

16 

Business  Pro- 

perties 

3 

— 

3 

— 

3 

Agricultural 

Properties 

SUMMARY  OF  THE  SANITARY  INSPECTOR'S  WORK  DURING 

THE  YEAR  1953 


Number  of  different  premises  visited  ...  ...  ...  ...  201 

Number  of  inspections  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  370 

Number  of  complaints  received  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  121 

Number  of  defects  or  nuisances  discovered  ...  ...  ...  93 

Number  of  notices  served  (informal)  ...  ...  ...  ...  105 

Number  of  notices  served  (statutory)  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Number  of  prosecutions  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 


NUMBER  OF  DEFECTS  OR  NUISANCES  ABATED 


As  to  Privies,  W.C.s,  sink-wastes,  etc. 

As  to  Drains  or  Cesspools  ... 

As  to  Pigs  or  other  animals 
As  to  Cowsheds,  Dairies  and  Slaughterhouses 
As  to  Deficient  or  impure  water  ... 

As  to  Unclean  houses 
As  to  Overcrowded  houses  ... 

As  to  Polluted  ditches  or  streams 
As  to  Insanitary  accumulations  or  deposits 
As  to  other  defects  or  nuisances  ... 

Number  of  premises  disinfected  ... 

Number  of  water  samples  taken  for  analysis 

,,  ,,  „  „  bacteriological  report 


Number  of  wells  closed 

Number  of  wells  cleansed,  repaired  or  deepened 
Number  of  new  wells  sunk 


39 

61 

2 

1 

3 

2 

5 

12 

6 
5 
5 

14 
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Number  of  houses  connected  with  the  water  mains  (new  houses)  12 
Number  of  water  certificates  granted  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Number  of  seizures  or  surrenders  of  unsound  or  diseased  food  ...  53 

Number  of  Conservancy  closets  replaced  by  W.C.s  ...  ...  — 

Canal  boats  on  Register  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Common  Lodging  Houses  on  Register  ...  ...  ...  ...  • — 

Milkshops  on  Register  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Milkshops,  number  of  inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 

Cowsheds  and  dairy  farms  on  Register  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Cowsheds,  number  of  inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Slaughterhouses,  number  on  Register  ...  ...  (for  pigs)  1 

Slaughterhouses,  number  of  inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Piggeries,  number  of  inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 
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URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  THAME 

Section  A 

STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA 


Area  in  Acres 


3140 


Population 

R.G.’s  Mid-year  Estimate  (1953)  Home  Population 
R.G.’s  Mid-year  Estimate  (1952)  Home  Population 

Census  (1951)  . . 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  (1953)... 

„  (1952) . 

Number  of  Families  or  separate  occupiers  (1953) 

(1952) 


Rateable  Value 
Product  of  a  Penny  Rate 


3677 

3686 

3585 

1175 

1145 

1209 

1167 

£20795 

£83 


Social  Conditions  and  Occupations 

The  town  is  an  agricultural  centre  with  a  large  weekly  market. 
There  are,  in  addition,  light  engineering  works  and  a  large  laundry. 

Extracts  from  the  Vital  Statistics  for  the  Year 


Births 


Live  Births 


Males 

Females 

Persons  Live  Birth  Rate 
(per  1000  of  the 
home  popula¬ 
tion) 

Crude  Corrected 

Thame 

Legitimate  . . . 

18 

20 

38 

Illegitimate 

— 

1 

1 

Total 

18 

21 

39  10.6  11.4 

England  and  Wales 

•  •  • 

•  •  «  •  •  • 

15.5 

Still  Births 

Males 

Females 

Persons  Still  Birth  Rate 

(per  1000  total 
births) 

Thame 

Legitimate  . . . 

2 

— 

2 

Illegitimate  . . . 

— 

1 

1 

Total 

2 

1 

3  71.4 

England  and  Wales  .  ...  22.4 


G 
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Deaths 

Deaths  from  all  Causes 

Males  Females 


Persons 


Thame  .  18  11  29 

England  and  Wales 


Death  Rate 
(per  1000  of  the 
home  population) 
Crude  Corrected 

7.9  6.9 

11.4 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH  AS  CLASSIFIED  BY  THE  REGISTRAR  GENERAL 


As  a 

per- 

Order  of 

centage  of 

fre- 

Male 

Female 

Persons 

the  total 

quency 

1.  Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

1 

1 

3.45 

=  7 

2.  Tuberculosis,  other  ... 

3.  Syphilitic  disease 

4.  Diphtheria 

5.  Whooping  Cough 

6.  Meningococcal  infections 

7.  Acute  Poliomyelitis  .. . 

8.  Measles 

1 

1 

3.45 

=  7 

9.  Other  infective  and  parasitic 

diseases 

10.  Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

11.  Malignant  neoplasm,  lung. 

bronchus 

1 

1 

^  a 

3.45 

=  7 

12.  Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

w  S 

.-O  o  ^ 

- 10 

13.  Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

^  A  A/  ♦  O  O' 

14.  Other  malignant  and  lymph- 

atic  neoplasm 

1 

1 

2 

6.90 

6 

15.  Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

16.  Diabetes 

17.  Vascular  lesions  of  nervous 

1 

1 

W. 

3.45^ 

-7 

system 

2 

2 

4  1 

13.801 

=  2 

18.  Coronary  disease,  angina 

1 

2 

3 

10.35 

5 

19.  Hypertension  with  heart  dis- 

16 

>55.20 

ease  ...  ...  ...  ... 

3 

1 

4 

H 

13.80 

=  2 

20.  Other  heart  disease  ... 

4 

1 

5^ 

17.25  J 

1 

2 1 .  Other  circulatory  disease 

22.  Influenza 

2 

2 

4 

w  Cl 

W"" 

13.80 

=  2 

23.  Pneumonia  ... 

1 

n 

r  W 

H  (/) 

3.45  "i 

=  7 

24.  Bronchitis 

1 

1 1 

c/^< 

3.45  i 

>  6.90 

=  7 

25.  Other  diseases  of  respiratory 

>  W  W  2 
Kcfi 

system 

j 

“3 

J 

26.  Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duo- 

denum 

27.  Gastritis,  enteritis,  and  diar- 

rhoea  ... 

28.  Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

29.  Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

30.  Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abor- 

tion 

31.  Congenital  malformations  ... 

32.  Other  defined  and  ill-defined 

diseases 

33.  Motor  vehicle  accidents 

34.  All  other  accidents  ... 

35.  Suicide 

36.  Homicide  and  operations  of 

1 

1 

3.45 

=  7 

war 

All  Causes: 

18 

11 

29 

(*21) 

100  (*72.45) 

*  Cancer,  heart  disease  and  chest  disease  combined. 
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Maternal  Mortality 

Infant  Mortality  (Deaths  under  one  year) 

Neo-Natal  Mortality  (Deaths  under  four  weeks) 

No  deaths  in  the  Urban  District  were  recorded  under  any  of  the 
above  headings  during  1953.  The  rates  for  England  and  Wales  for 
1953  were,  respectively 

0.76  per  thousand  total  (live  and  still  births) 

26.8  per  thousand  ^related  live  births 

17.7  per  thousand  ^related  live  births  (Provisional  figure). 


Section  B 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 

FOR  THE  AREA 

Laboratory  Work.  This  is  carried  out  by  the  Public  Health  Labora¬ 
tory,  Walton  Street,  Oxford,  under  the  supervision  of  Dr.  R.  L.  Vollum. 


Section  C 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 

Water  Supply.  The  Thame  main  water  supply  was  installed  in  1904. 
The  source  is  a  10-inch  bore-hole  sunk  60  feet  into  Portland  Beds  on 
Kimmeridge  Clay  and  Upper  Green  Sand.  The  yield  of  the  bore  is 
scarcely  sufficient  for  the  needs  of  the  town  and  so  in  1949  two  new 
12-inch  bore-holes  were  sunk  which  will  be  brought  into  use  when  the 
necessary  new  pumps  have  been  installed.  Delivery  of  the  new  plant 
is  still  awaited,  despite  various  promises  from  the  makers. 

(News  has  now  come  to  hand — May  1954 — that  the  new  pumps  and 
electric  motors  have  arrived  and  are  being  installed.) 

The  water  is  very  hard  but  bacteriological  reports  on  the  raw  water 
have  always  been  highly  satisfactory.  The  water  is  not  softened  but  is 
chlorinated  by  means  of  a  Candy  ‘Autominor’  solution  feed  doser 
installed  in  1942.  From  the  pumping  station  the  water  is  lifted  through 
a  6-inch  cast  iron  rising  main  to  an  overhead  storage  tank  of  60,000 
gallons  capacity  in  the  Council’s  storeyard. 

The  average  daily  consumption  is  about  105,000  gallons  which 
represents  a  consumption  of  about  30  gallons  per  head  of  the  popula¬ 
tion.  (Domestic  consumption  about  24  gallons  per  head;  water  used 
for  trade  purposes  about  6  gallons  per  head;  there  is  no  bulk  supply 
of  water.) 

{*  per  1000  related  live  births,  i.e.  births  occurring,  not  during  the  calendar  year 
1953  but  during  the  twelve  months  in  which  the  babies  who  died  were  themselves 
bom.) 
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Of  the  1182  occupied  dwellings  (1175  houses  and  7  caravans),  1175 
have  a  piped  main  water  supply  (1160  direct  into  the  house  and  15  to 
a  stand  pipe)  and  7  are  dependent  upon  wells,  the  water  from  which  is 
piped  into  the  house  in  3  cases. 

Sewage  Disposal.  The  majority  of  the  houses  in  the  town  are  con¬ 
nected  to  the  public  sewers  as  the  following  table  demonstrates; 


Type  of  Water  Supply 

Method  of  Sewage  Disposal 

Well 

Main  Water 

To  stand  pipe 

Piped  into  house 

Chemical  Closet 

-  -- 

7 

■  - 

Pail  Closet 

3 

9 

25 

Water  Closet 

To  main  sewer 

1 

1108 

To  cesspool  or  septic  tank 

3 

— 

26 

Total 

7 

16 

1159 

Section  D 
HOUSING 


New  Construction  since  1945 


(a)  By  the  Council 


Houses 

Bedrooms 

Bungalows  for  old 
people 

2 

3 

4 

Total  completed  1945-52 

8 

68 

12 

8 

Number  completed  in  1953 

18 

11 

— 

— 

Number  under  construction  at 

31.12.53  . 

— 

10 

— 

— 

Total  completed  and  under  con- 

struction 

26 

89 

12 

8 

(b)  By  Private  Enterprise.  No  houses  erected  by  private  enterprise 
were  completed  in  1953,  but  3  licences  were  granted. 


Inspections  made,  Notices  served  and  Orders  made 


Under  the 
Public  Health 
Act  1936 

Under  the 

Housing  Act 

1936 

Inspections  made 
Notices  served 

91 

107 

Informal 

24 

12 

Statutory  ... 

— 

1 

Orders  made 
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Section  E 

FOOD  INSPECTION 


Slaughtering  is  carried  out  centrally  in  Oxford  and  inspection  in  the 
town  is  limited  to  cases  of  animals  slaughtered  as  casualties. 


The  following  items  of  food  were  surrendered  during  the  year  as 
unfit  for  human  consumption: 


46  lbs.  Beef 
7J  lbs.  Pork 
lbs.  Gammon 
17  lbs.  Luncheon  Meat 
3  Tins  Stewed  Steak 

1  Tin  Lamb  Tongue 

2  Tins  Minced  Loaf 
19  Tins  Tomatoes 


6  Stones  Bream  Fillet 
5  Tins  Salmon 
5  Tins  Condensed  Milk 
9  Tins  Evaporated  Milk 
4  Tins  Peas 
13  Tins  Prunes 
2  Tins  Plums 
1  Tin  Apricots 


Food  Poisoning,  There  were  no  cases  of  food  poisoning  notified  during 
the  year. 


Section  F 

PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS 

DISEASES 

Diseases  notified  during  the  year,  other  than  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 


Number  of  cases  notified 
Male  Female  Total 


Scarlet  Fever 

...  ...  ... 

...  2 

— 

2 

Whooping  Cough  . . . 

... 

...  1 

— 

1 

Measles 

...  ...  ... 

...  19 

18 

37 

Pneumonia 

...  ...  ... 

...  2 

— 

2 

Erysipelas 

... 

...  1 

2 

3 

TOTALS 

...  25 

20 

45 

TUBERCULOSIS 


New  Cases 

Transfers  into 
the  district 

Transfers  out 
of  the  district 
and  patients 
classified  as 
recovered 

Died 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 
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FACTORIES  ACTS  1937-1948 


(a)  Inspection  of  Factories 


Number 

Inspec- 

in 

tions 

Written 

Occupiers 

Register 

made 

Notices 

Prosecuted 

1. 

Factories  in  which  Sections 

1 ,  2,  3,  4  and  6  apply 

40 

123 

3 

2. 

Factories  in  which  Section  7 
applies 

5 

20 

. 

3. 

Other  premises 

1 

4 

Total 

46 

147 

3 

— 

(b)  Cases  in  which  defects  were  found 


Defect 

Number 

found 

Number 

remedied 

Referred  by 
H.M.  Inspector 

Want  of  Cleanliness 

7 

7 

..... 

Ineffective  Drainage  of  floors  ... 

1 

1 

— 

Other  offences  (not  including  offences 
relating  to  Outwork) ... 

3 

3 

— 

Total 

11 

11 

— 

NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT  1948— SECTION  47 
NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  (AMENDMENT)  ACT  1951 
No  action  was  taken  under  these  Acts  during  the  year. 


SUMMARY  OF  ARRANGEMENTS  FOR  RODENT  CONTROL 

This  Council  are  subscribers  to  the  scheme  operated  by  the  Bulling- 
don  R.D.C. 

Whenever  a  report  of  Rats  has  been  received  a  message  is  sent,  by 
telephone,  to  the  Public  Health  Department  of  Bullingdon  R.D.C. 
They,  in  turn,  instruct  their  operator  to  inspect  and  carry  out  treat¬ 
ment.  If  the  infested  property  is  a  business  house  of  some  kind,  then 
before  he  commences  treatment,  the  operator  requires  the  owner,  or 
person  in  charge,  to  sign  a  form  agreeing  to  pay  all  costs  of  treatment. 
In  this  case  Bullingdon  render  an  account  to  this  Council  and  the 
Council  in  turn  renders  the  account  to  the  owner  of  the  business 
premises.  In  the  case  of  domestic  property,  the  Council  pays  all  charges, 
the  account  for  which  is  rendered  annually  by  Bullingdon  R.D.C. 

Year  1953 

Houses  Agricultural  Business  Total 
FJo.  of  Properties  Inspected  35  5  15  55 

No.  of  Properties  treated  35  5  15  55 
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SUMMARY  OF  THE  SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S  WORK  DURING 

THE  YEAR  1953 

Number  of  different  premises  visited  ...  ...  ...  ...  155 

Number  of  inspections  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  481 

Number  of  complaints  received  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  94 

Number  of  defects  or  nuisances  discovered  ...  ...  ...  71 

Number  of  notices  served  (informal)  ...  ...  ...  ...  58 

Number  of  notices  served  (statutory)  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Number  of  prosecutions  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

NUMBER  OF  DEFECTS  OR  NUISANCES  ABATED 

As  to  Privies,  W.C.s,  sink  wastes,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  ...  28 

As  to  Drains  or  Cesspools  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  31 

As  to  Pigs  or  other  animals  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

As  to  Cowsheds,  Dairies  and  Slaughterhouses  ...  ...  ...  5 

As  to  Deficient  or  impure  water  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

As  to  Unclean  houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

As  to  Overcrowded  houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

As  to  Polluted  ditches  or  streams  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

As  to  Insanitary  accumulations  or  deposits  ...  ...  ...  3 

As  to  other  defects  or  nuisances  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  42 

Number  of  premises  disinfected  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Number  of  water  samples  taken  for  analysis  ...  ...  ...  32 

Number  of  wells  closed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Number  of  wells  cleansed,  repaired  or  deepened  ...  ...  — 

Number  of  new  wells  sunk  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — • 

Number  of  houses  connected  with  the  water  mains  ...  ...  33 

Number  of  water  certificates  granted  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Number  of  surrenders  of  unsound  or  diseased  food  ...  ...  79 

Number  of  Conservancy  closets  replaced  by  W.C.s  ...  ...  — 

Milkshops  on  Register  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Milkshops,  number  of  inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Cowsheds  and  dairy  farms  on  Register  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

Cowsheds,  number  of  inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  33 

Slaughterhouses,  number  on  Register  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Slaughterhouses,  number  of  inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Piggeries,  number  of  inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 
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Section  A 

STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA 

(1)  PARISHES 


Parish 

Area 

(Acres) 

R.G.'s 

Mid- 

1953 

Estimate 

Dwellings 
(Inc.  Huts 
and 

Caravans) 

ilateable 

Value 

Net 

Product  of 
Penny  Rate 

Principal  Occupa¬ 
tion  of 
Inhabitants 

1 

£  s. 

d. 

Adwell 

434 

42 

26 

228 

1  7 

7 

Agriculture 

Aston  Rowant 

2924 

598 

187 

2696 

10  16 

5 

Agriculture 

Beckley  and 
Stowood 

2039 

410 

116 

1443 

5  18 

2 

Agriculture,  Morris 
Motors  and  Pressed 
Steel  Company 

Benson 

2748 

3001 

394 

18482 

76  2 

0 

Agriculture,  Morris 
Motors,  Pressed 

Steel  Co.,  R.A.F. 
Benson  and  Didcot 

Berrick  Salome 

560 

118 

37 

345 

1  8 

2 

Agriculture 

Brightwell 

1612 

168 

53 

543 

2  4 

2 

Agriculture 

Baldwin 

Britwell 

1429 

165 

52 

683 

2  15 

10 

Agriculture 

Salome 

Chalgrove 

2756 

742 

244 

3348 

12  15 

1 

Agriculture,  Morris 
Motors  and  Pressed 
Steel  Co. 

Chinnor 

3452 

1627 

528 

7433 

29  16 

Agriculture,  Morris 
Motors,  Pressed 

Steel  Co.,  Cement 
works  and  Sawmills 

Clifton 

Hampden 

1924 

429 

137 

6338 

24  13 

1 

Agriculture,  Morris 
Motors  and  Pressed 
Steel  Co. 

Crowell 

996 

77 

25 

250 

1  0 

4 

Agriculture 

Cuddesdon  . . . 

970 

402 

109 

1684 

5  16 

8 

Agriculture,  Morris 
Motors  and  Pressed 
Steel  Co. 

Culham 

2051 

527 

123 

4724 

19  0 

4 

Agriculture  and 

light  industries  in 
Abingdon 

Cuxham  with 
Easington 

789 

188 

53 

527 

2  3 

1 

Agriculture,  Morris 
Motors  and  Pressed 
Steel  Co. 

Denton 

845 

120 

39 

640 

2  12 

3 

Agriculture,  Morris 
Motors  and  Pressed 
Steel  Co. 

Dorchester-on- 

Thames 

1954 

1503 

457 

5548 

22  12 

0 

Agriculture,  Morris 
Motors,  Pressed 

Steel  Co.  and  indus¬ 
tries  in  Wallingford 

Drayton  St. 
Leonard 

1302 

321 

82 

874 

3  11 

8 

Agriculture,  Morris 
Motors  and  Pressed 
Steel  Co. 

Elsfield 

1296 

137 

40 

495 

2  0 

5 

Agriculture,  Morris 
Motors  and  Pressed 
Steel  Co. 

Ewelme 

2542 

455 

154 

2315 

9  4 

9 

Agriculture  and 

R.A.F.  Benson 

Forest  Hill 
with  Shot- 

2025 

3546 

968 

16652 

66  16 

6 

Industries  and 

offices  in  Oxford 

over 

Garsington  . . . 

2233 

960 

265 

5090 

20  16 

8 

Agriculture,  Morris 
Motors  and  Pressed 
Steel  Co. 
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Parish 

Area 

(Acres) 

R.G.’s 

Mid- 

1953 

Estimate 

Dwellings 
(Inc.  Huts 
and 

Caravans) 

Rateable 

Value 

Net 

Product  of 
Penny  Rate 

Principal  Occupa¬ 
tion  of 
Inhabitants 

1 

£ 

s. 

d. 

Great  Haseley 

4468 

567 

173 

2046 

1 

12 

3 

Agriculture,  Morris 
Motors,  Pressed 

Steel  Co.  and  Iron 
Works 

Great  Milton,, . 

2513 

744 

227 

3130 

12 

14 

10 

Agriculture,  Morris 
Motors  and  Pressed 
Steel  Co. 

Holton 

1717 

438 

77 

3660 

14 

11 

5 

Agriculture,  Morris 
Motors  and  Pressed 
Steel  Co. 

Horspath 

1281 

1009 

295 

3624 

15 

2 

4 

Agriculture,  Morris 
Motors  and  Pressed 
Steel  Co, 

Lewknor 

2629 

517 

146 

1638 

6 

1 

11 

Agriculture,  Morris 
Motors  and  Pressed 
Steel  Co. 

Little  Milton,,, 

1348 

295 

86 

898 

3 

11 

8 

Agriculture,  Morris 
Motors  and  Pressed 
Steel  Co. 

Littlemore  , . . 

1038 

5243 

1375 

30201 

124 

19 

4 

Industries  and 

offices  in  Oxford 
and  locality 

Marsh  Baldon 

1282 

307 

99 

1001 

3 

18 

8 

Agriculture,  Morris 
Motors  and  Pressed 
Steel  Co. 

Old  Marston 

1011 

1919 

609 

7612 

33 

6 

11 

Industries  and 

offices  in  Oxford 
and  locality 

Newington  ,,, 

1834 

126 

43 

673 

2 

17 

9 

Agriculture 

Nuneham 

Courtenay 

2108 

829 

81 

2616 

10 

13 

8 

Agriculture,  Morris 
Motors  and  Pressed 
Steel  Co. 

Pyrton 

3295 

244 

74 

1180 

4 

16 

3 

Agriculture 

Sandford-on- 

Thames 

1005 

739 

219 

2317 

10 

4 

3 

Agriculture,  Morris 
Motors,  Pressed 

Steel  Co.,  paper 
mills  and  concrete 
block  company 

Shirburn 

2421 

177 

64 

821 

3 

7 

0 

Agriculture 

South  Weston 

460 

70 

20 

210 

17 

2 

Agriculture 

Stadhampton 

2432 

675 

199 

1995 

8 

2 

6 

Agriculture,  Morris 
Motors  and  Pressed 
Steel  Co. 

Stanton  St, 

John 

2733 

408 

121 

2599 

10 

12 

4 

Agriculture,  Morris 
Motors  and  Pressed 
Steel  Co. 

Stoke  Talmage 

869 

68 

24 

222 

18 

2 

Agriculture 

Sydenham  . . . 

1548 

250 

87 

778 

2 

15 

3 

Agriculture 

Tetsworth 

3318 

405 

120 

1560 

6 

2 

6 

Agriculture,  Light 
Engineering,  Morris 
Motors  and  Pressed 
Steel  Co. 

Thomley 

564 

48 

15 

130 

10 

7 

Agriculture,  Morris 
Motors  and  Pressed 
Steel  Co. 

Tiddington 
with  Albury 

1096 

312 

103 

1411 

5 

11 

9 

Agriculture,  Morris 
Motors  and  Pressed 
Steel  Co. 

Towersey 

1380 

293 

96 

1230 

4 

18 

0 

Agriculture 

Toot  Baldon 

1112 

136 

45 

465 

1 

17 

5 

Agriculture,  Morris 
Motors  and  Pressed 
Steel  Co. 

H 
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Parish 

Area 

(Acres) 

R.G.'s 

Mid- 

1953 

Estimate 

Dwellings 
(Inc.  Huts 
and 

Caravans) 

Rateable 

Value 

Net 

Product  of 
Penny  Rate 

Principal  Occupa¬ 
tion  of 
Inhabitants 

Warborough . . . 

1696 

767 

227 

i 

3357 

£  s.  d. 

12  16  11 

Agriculture,  Indus- 

Waterperry  ... 

1936 

160 

45 

509 

1  15  6 

tries  in  Walling¬ 
ford  and  Harwell 
Atomic  Energy  Re¬ 
search  Establish¬ 
ment 

Agriculture,  Morris 

Waterstock  ... 

963 

93 

31 

297 

1  6  10 

Motors  and  Pressed 
Steel  Co. 

Agriculture,  Morris 

Watlington  ... 

4149 

1852 

518 

7914 

32  0  5 

Motors  and  Pressed 
Steel  Co. 

Agriculture,  Morris 

Wheatfield  ... 

740 

42 

14 

174 

14  3 

Motors,  Pressed 

Steel  Co.  and  furni¬ 
ture  factory 
Agriculture,  Morris 

Wheatley 

1003 

1686 

467 

7792 

28  5  3 

Motors  and  Pressed 
Steel  Co. 

Agriculture,  Morris 

Woodeaton  ... 

788 

65 

22 

338 

1  7  7 

Motors,  Pressed 

Steel  Co.,  Grass  Pro¬ 
ducts,  Sawmills, 

Light  Engineering 
and  British  Rail¬ 
ways 

Agriculture 

Totals  ... 

91618 

36050 

9811 

;^172736 

;^698  2  6 

(2)  SUMMARY  OF  PRINCIPAL  STATISTICS 
Area  in  Acres  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  91618 


Population: 

R.G.'s  Mid-year  Estimate  (30.6.53)  .  36050 

R.G.'s  Mid-year  Estimate  (30.6.52),  Home  Popu¬ 


lation  ...  ...  ... 

Census  (1951) 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  (1953) 

(1952) 

Rateable  V alue 
Product  of  a  Penny  Rate 


36630 

34996 

8927 

8760 

£172736 

£698 


Social  Conditions  and  Occupations 

The  district  is  predominantly  agricultural.  There  are  a  number  of 
light  industries,  sawmills  and  a  cement  works.  Many  people  travel 
daily  into  Oxford  to  work,  particularly  at  Morris  Motors  and  the  Pressed 
Steel  Company.  The  principal  occupations  of  the  inhabitants  of  each 
parish  are  detailed  on  pp.  44-6. 
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Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics  for  the  Year 


Births 


Live  Births 

Males 

Females 

Persons 

BuUingdon 

Legitimate 

336 

302 

638 

Illegitimate 

26 

17 

43 

Total 

...  362 

319 

681 

England  and  Wales 


Live  Birth  Rate 
(per  1000  of  the 
home  population) 
Crude  Corrected 


18.9  19. 1 

15.5 


Still  Births  Males 

BuUingdon 

Legitimate  ...  9 

Illegitimate  — 

Total  ...  9 


Females 

Persons 

Still  Birth  Rate 
(per  1000  total 
births) 

3 

12 

— 

— 

3 

12 

17.3 

England  and  Wales 


Deaths  from  all  Causes 

Males 


Deaths 

Females  Persons 


BuUingdon  ...  163  147  310 

England  and  Wales 

Maternal  Mortality 


22.4 


Death  Rate 
(per  1000  of  the 
home  population) 
Crude  Corrected 

8.6  8.9 

11.4 


There  were  no  deaths  from  puerperal  causes  during  the  year.  In 
England  and  Wales  the  maternal  mortality  rate  was  0.76  maternal 
deaths  per  1000  total  (live  and  still)  births. 

Infant  Mortality 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age. 


BuUingdon 

Males 

Females 

Persons 

Infant  Mortality 
Rate  (per  1000 
live  births) 

Legitimate 

...  14 

7 

21 

Illegitimate 

*  •  • 

— 

— 

Total 

...  14 

7 

21 

30.8 

England  and  Wales 

Neo-Natal  Mortality 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  four  weeks  of  age. 

Males  Females  Persons 

BuUingdon 

Legitimate  ...  8  5  13 

Illegitimate  ...  —  —  — 


26.8* 


Neo-Natal  Mortality 
Rate  (per  1000  live 
births) 


Total  ...  8  5  13  19.1 

England  and  Wales  .  17.7* 

(*  per  1000  related  live  births,  i.e.  births  occurring,  not  during  the  calendar  year 
1953  but  during  the  twelve  months  in  which  the  babies  who  died  were  themselves 
bom.) 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  AS  CLASSIFIED  BY  THE  REGISTRAR  GENERAL 


As  a 

per- 

Order  of 

centage  of 

fre- 

Male 

Female 

Persons 

the  total 

quency 

1.  Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

2 

2 

.64 

=  21 

2.  Tuberculosis,  other  ... 

3.  Syphilitic  disease 

2 

2 

.64 

=  21 

4.  Diphtheria 

5.  Whooping  Cough 

1 

1 

2 

.64 

=  21 

6.  Meningococcal  infections 

1 

1 

.32 

=  26 

7.  Acute  Poliomyelitis  .. . 

1 

1 

.32 

=  26 

8.  Measles 

9.  Other  infective  and  parasitic 

1 

1 

.32 

=  26 

diseases 

10.  Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

11.  Malignant  neoplasm,  lung. 

1 

3 

4" 

1.28' 

17 

bronchus 

9 

1 

10 

^  a 

3.20 

10 

12.  Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

7 

7 

w  S 

49 

2.24 

>15.68 

12 

13.  Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

3 

3 

9.6 

=  18 

14.  Other  malignant  and  lymph- 

y  73 

atic  neoplasm 

14 

10 

24 

7.68 

5 

15.  Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

1 

V 

.32, 

=  26 

16.  Diabetes 

17.  Vascular  lesions  of  nervous 

1 

1 

W. 

c/3  4> 

.32 

=  26 

system 

17 

20 

37^ 

w  2 

11.84^ 

2 

18.  Coronary  disease,  angina 

19 

17 

36 

WH  C/3 

11.52 

3 

19.  Hypertension  with  heart  dis- 

w)  126 

k40.32 

ease 

3 

3 

H;S 

<!'3 

.96 

=  18 

20.  Other  heart  disease  ... 

22 

28 

50  J 

16.00  J 

1 

21 .  Other  circulatory  disease 

4 

10 

14 

W  a 

W 

4.48 

7 

22.  Influenza 

2 

4 

6 

1.92 

13 

23.  Pneumonia  ... 

8 

12 

201 

hS 

6.40^ 

6 

24.  Bronchitis 

25.  Other  diseases  of  respiratory 

6 

5 

11 

C/3^ 

36 

Wc/3 

3.52 

>11.52 

9 

system 

5 

5J 

O  >-1 

Q 

1.60j 

=  14 

26.  Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duo- 

denum 

2 

2 

.64 

=  21 

27.  Gastritis,  enteritis,  and  diar- 

rhoea  ... 

1 

2 

3 

.96 

=  18 

28.  Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

4 

1 

5 

1.60 

=  14 

29.  Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

30.  Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abor- 

2 

2 

.64 

=  21 

tion 

31.  Congenital  malformations  ... 

32.  Other  defined  and  ill-defined 

3 

2 

5 

1.60 

=  14 

diseases 

17 

15 

32 

10.24 

4 

33.  Motor  vehicle  accidents 

5 

3 

8 

2.56 

11 

34 .  All  other  accidents  ... 

35.  Suicide 

36.  Homicide  and  operations  of 

10 

2 

12 

3.84 

8 

war 

All  Causes: 

163 

147 

310 

(*201) 

99.2  (*67.52) 

*  Cancer,  heart  disease  and  chest  disease  combined. 


Section  B 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 

FOR  THE  AREA 

Laboratory  Work.  This  is  carried  out  by  the  Public  Health  Labora¬ 
tory,  Walton  Street,  Oxford,  under  the  supervision  of  Dr.  R.  L. 
Vollum. 
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Section  C 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 

Water  Supply.  During  the  year  mains  supplies  have  been  extended 
from  Burcote  to  the  Village  of  Clifton  Hampden,  and  the  remainder  of 
the  Village  of  Sydenham  has  been  provided  with  a  mains  supply. 

Interim  Water  Schemes  have  been  prepared  for  Drayton  St.  Leonard, 
Shillingford  and  Warborough,  Little  Milton,  Great  Milton,  Tiddington, 
Marsh  Baldon  and  Toot  Baldon,  the  hamlet  of  Easington,  Berrick 
Salome,  and  part  of  Roke  and  Rokemarsh  in  the  Parish  of  Benson. 
Small  mains  extensions  are  contemplated  at  Stadhampton  and  Wat- 
lington. 

The  Minister  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  has  approved  in 
principle  the  schemes  for  Drayton  St.  Leonard,  Shillingford  and 
Warborough,  and  it  is  expected  that  the  remaining  schemes  will  be 
approved  in  the  new  year. 

Tests  of  borehole  supplies  are  to  be  undertaken  at  Kingston  Blount 
and  Watlington. 


In  those  parishes  in  which  water  mains  are  already  laid  the  following 
additional  houses  were  connected  to  the  mains  during  the  year: 


Parish 

Number  of 
Houses 

Water  Suppliers 

Aston  Rowant 

4 

Oxford  Corporation 

Beckley  and  Stowood 

4 

ditto 

Benson 

2 

South  Oxon  Water  Co. 

Brightwell  Baldwin 

12 

Oxford  Corporation 

Britwell  Salome 

11 

ditto 

Chalgrove 

6 

Bullingdon  R.D. 

Chinnor 

92 

Oxford  Corporation 

Clifton  Hampden 

9 

Bullingdon  R.D. 

Crowell 

2 

Oxford  Corporation 

Cuxham  with  Easington 

12 

ditto 

Dorchester-on-Thames 

32 

Bullingdon  R.D. 

Ewelme 

2 

South  Oxon  Water  Co. 

Forest  Hill  with  Shot- 

over 

123 

Oxford  Corporation 

Garsington 

1 

Bullingdon  R.D. 

Great  Haseley 

5 

ditto 

Horspath 

11 

Oxford  Corporation 

Lewknor 

13 

ditto 

Littlemore 

8 

ditto 

Old  Marston 

61 

ditto 

Newington 

14 

Bullingdon  R.D. 

Pyrton 

5 

Oxford  Corporation 

Sandford-on-Thames 

1 

ditto 

Shirburn 

1 

ditto 

Stadhampton 

20 

Bullingdon  R.D. 

Stanton  St.  John 

5 

Oxford  Corporation 

Sydenham 

4 

Bullingdon  R.D. 

Lets  worth 

5 

ditto 

Towersey 

4 

ditto 

Waterperry 

13 

ditto 

Waterstock 

2 

ditto 

Watlington 

32 

ditto 

Wheatley 

2 

ditto 

Woodeaton 

6 

ditto 

Total 

524 

50 


BULLINGDON  RURAL  DISTRICT 


In  some  instances  where  a  piped  water  supply  is  not  available  the 
water  supplies  are  deficient  in  quality  or  quantity  or  in  both. 

Bacteriological  examination  of  water  samples.  The  following  two  tables 
show  the  results  of  bacteriological  examinations  of  water  supplies  from 
non-mains  and  mains  sources  respectively. 

The  first  table  shows  that  86  per  cent  of  the  samples  taken  were 
potentially  dangerous  to  health.  It  should  be  borne  in  mind,  however, 
that  such  samples  are  not  infrequently  taken  from  known-to-be- 
contaminated  sources  with  the  object  of  providing  evidence  at  Ministry 
enquiries  of  the  desirability  of  putting  in  a  mains  supply. 


1).  Bacteriological  Examination  of  Water  Samples  during  1953  from 

sources  other  than  main  piped  supplies. 


Parish 

Number  of  Samples  of  Water 
reported  as: 

Totals 

Satis¬ 

factory 

Slightly 

Con¬ 

taminated 

Grossly 

Con¬ 

taminated 

Adwell  ... 

— 

, 

2 

2 

Aston  Rowant 

— 

— 

3 

3 

Britwell  Salome 

— 

— 

2 

2 

Chalgrove 

— 

— 

2 

2 

Chinnor 

— 

— 

3 

3 

Clifton  Hampden 

— 

3 

19 

22 

Cuddesdon 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Cuxham  with  Easington 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Dorchester-on-Thames 

— 

1 

2 

3 

Drayton  St.  Leonard  ... 

— 

2 

2 

4 

Ewelme 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Garsington 

1 

2 

1 

4 

Great  Haseley 

— 

2 

— 

2 

Great  Milton  ... 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Horspath 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Lewknor 

— 

— 

2 

2 

Little  Milton  ... 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Marsh  Baldon 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Old  Marston 

— 

— 

o 

2 

Nuneham  Courtenay 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Sandford-on-Thames 

— 

1 

3 

4 

Shirburn 

1 

— 

— 

1 

South  Weston  ... 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Stoke  Talmage... 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Sydenham 

1 

— 

3 

4 

Tiddington  with  Albury 

— 

— - 

4 

4 

Warborough 

5 

4 

4 

13 

Watlington 

1 

2 

5 

8 

TOTALS 

13 

18 

64 

95 

PER  CENT 

14 

19 

67 

100 

The  results  shown  by  the  second  table  are  at  first  sight  disquieting, 
but  must  be  judged  in  conjunction  with  the  following  facts. 


Garsington:  If  reference  is  made  to  my  report  for  1952  it  will  be  noted 
that  a  fault  developed  in  the  Garsington  supply.  This  was  not 
entirely  eliminated  until  the  main  in  the  south  end  had  been 
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relaid  in  the  spring  of  1953.  The  unsatisfactory  samples  shown 
resulted  before  the  relaying  of  the  main  was  completed.  Since 
the  completion,  the  Engineer  has  had  no  unsatisfactory  samples. 

Tetsworth  and  Towersey:  The  unsatisfactory  samples  were  due  to 
faults  in  the  reservoir  and/or  mains.  These  were  quickly  rectified 
and  there  have  been  no  further  bad  results.  It  should  further  be 
noted  that  both  Tetsworth  and  Towersey  are  interim  supplies. 


2).  Bacteriological  Examination  of  Water  Samples  during  1953  from 

main  piped  water  supplies. 


Parish 

Ministry  of  Health  Classifications 

Totals 

Class  1 
Highly 
satis¬ 
factory 

Class  2 
Satis¬ 
factory 

Class  3 
Suspi¬ 
cious 

Class  4 
Unsatis¬ 
factory 

Potentially  dan¬ 
gerous  to  health 

Benson 

1 

_ 

_ 

_ - 

1 

Chinnor 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

fCulham 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

*Dorchester-on-Thames 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Garsington 

20 

6 

7 

11 

44 

*  Great  Haseley 

1 

1 

— 

— 

2 

t  Great  Milton 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

*Sydenham 

2 

— 

1 

— 

3 

*Tetsworth 

4 

2 

5 

2 

13 

Tiddington  with  Albury 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

*Towersey 

6 

1 

1 

3 

11 

Watlington 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

TOTALS 

41 

11 

14 

16 

82 

PER  CENT 

50 

13 

17 

20 

100 

t  Private  Piped  Supply;  remainder  from  Public  Piped  Supplies. 
*These  are  interim  supplies. 


Sewage  Disposal.  It  will  be  seen  in  the  table  on  pages  52-53  that 
only  3687  (38%)  of  the  dwellings  in  the  Rural  District  are  connected 
to  a  sewer  and  that  2690  (27%)  have  cesspools — a  form  of  disposal 
which  is  by  no  means  invariably  satisfactory.  The  remainder — 3434, 
or  no  less  than  45% — are  described  as  having  “inadequate  drainage”. 

During  the  year  the  sewerage  scheme  at  Chinnor  has  been  com¬ 
pleted  and  an  extension  of  the  sewer  to  serve  Davenport  Place, 
Watlington,  has  been  made. 

Schemes  have  been  prepared  for  the  sewering  of  Chalgrove  and 
Horspath.  The  Minister  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  has  given 
his  approval  to  the  Chalgrove  scheme  and  to  a  modified  scheme  for 

[continued  on  page  54 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  DISTRICT  (9811  DWELLINGS) 
(8927  houses,  426  huts,  458  moveable  dwellings) 
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Notes:  (1)  Although  the  figures  given  are  as  accurate  as  possible,  many  of  them  are  of  necessity  estimates  as  it  is  obviously  impracticable  to 
inspect  every  house  in  the  district  every  year. 

(2)  Parishes  marked  with  a  f  are  those  in  which  new  works  in  connection  with  water  supply  are  planned  or  under  construction. 

(3)  Dwellings  with  inadequate  drainage  are  excluded  from  the  figures  given  under  Drainage. 
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Horspath  which  will  serve  the  Council’s  new  Housing  Estate  for  the 
time  being.  The  Horspath  scheme  is  proceeding  and  it  is  expected 
that  work  will  be  started  at  Chalgrove  in  August,  1954. 

The  scheme  for  Benson  and  Ewelme,  mentioned  in  the  last  report, 
is  expected  to  be  put  in  hand  in  May  or  June,  1954. 


Section  D 
HOUSING 

New  Construction.  The  table  on  pages  58  and  59  summarizes  the 
provision  of  new  houses  during  the  last  five  years. 

The  new  houses  erected  in  the  district  during  1953  are  detailed 
below: 


Houses  Erected  By 


Parish 

Local 

Authority 

Private 

Enter¬ 

prise 

No. 

Types  (See  footnote  p.  74) 

No. 

1 

2 

3 

1  4 

5 

6 

Benson 

— 

—  ■  - 

_ 

■ 

— 

1 

Chalgrove 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Chinnor 

10 

— 

- - 

10 

— 

— 

— 

6 

Clifton  Hampden 

6 

— 

— 

6 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Cuddesdon 

10 

2 

2 

6 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Dorchester-on-Thames 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

Forest  Hill  with  Shot- 
over 

1 

Great  Haseley 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Great  Milton 

2 

— 

— 

2 

— 

- . 

— 

1 

Holton 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Horspath 

— • 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

Lewknor 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Littlemore  ... 

4 

— 

— 

4 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Marsh  Baldon 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Old  Marston 

43 

— 

— 

43 

- - 

— 

— 

27 

Nuneham  Courtenay 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Pyrton 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Stadhampton 

10 

— 

— 

10 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Stanton  St.  John 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— ■ 

1 

Sydenham  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Tiddington  with  Al- 
bury 

__ 

-  - 

1 

Warborough 

10 

— 

— 

10 

— 

— 

— 

4 

Waterperry 

6 

— 

— 

6 

— 

— • 

— 

— 

Waterstock  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Watlington  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

Wheatley 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

TOTALS 

101 

2 

2 

97 

— 

— 

— 

69 
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Houses  Inspected 


Total  Number  of  Houses 


Categories  (see  next  page) 

Under 

R.V. 

Over 

m 

R.V. 

In  each 
Parish 

Parish 

1 

2 

3 

4 

Total 

Adwell 

8 

10 

7 

- 

25 

25 

1 

26 

Aston  Rowant . . . 
Beckley  and 

33 

55 

56 

15 

159 

159 

26 

185 

Stowood 

14 

25 

18 

34 

91 

91 

22 

113 

Benson 

125 

46 

116 

11 

298 

298 

73 

371 

Berrick  Salome 
Brightwell 

15 

6 

12 

2 

35 

35 

1 

36 

Baldwin 

3 

13 

26 

1 

43 

43 

8 

51 

Britwell  Salome 

8 

16 

21 

2 

47 

47 

5 

52 

Chalgrove 

13 

36 

42 

8 

99 

99 

10 

109 

Chinnor 

151 

139 

127 

29 

446 

446 

76 

522 

Clifton  Hampden 

11 

25 

60 

16 

112 

112 

25 

137 

Crowell 

14 

5 

3 

— 

22 

22 

3 

25 

Cuddesdon 

48 

36 

13 

5 

102 

102 

6 

108 

Culham 

Cuxham  with 

29 

4 

59 

7 

99 

99 

20 

119 

Easington 

13 

17 

11 

8 

49 

49 

4 

53 

Denton 

14 

10 

3 

5 

32 

32 

7 

39 

Dorchester 
Drayton  St. 

77 

64 

55 

21 

217 

217 

44 

261 

Leonard 

35 

21 

13 

2 

71 

71 

11 

82 

Elsfield 

6 

8 

14 

6 

34 

34 

6 

40 

Ewelme 

*Forest  Hill  with 

27 

55 

31 

21 

134 

134 

18 

152 

Shotover 

705 

44 

32 

19 

800 

826 

125 

951 

Garsington 

77 

56 

45 

26 

204 

204 

23 

227 

Great  Haseley  ... 

33 

48 

58 

10 

149 

149 

22 

171 

Great  Milton  . . . 

75 

66 

51 

8 

200 

200 

24 

224 

Holton 

29 

19 

13 

6 

67 

67 

9 

76 

Horspath 

104 

35 

30 

9 

178 

178 

24 

202 

Lewknor 

27 

33 

31 

22 

113 

113 

33 

146 

Little  Milton  ... 

19 

20 

30 

9 

78 

78 

8 

86 

Littlemore 

1133 

112 

41 

16 

1302 

1302 

37 

1339 

Marsh  Baldon 

4 

15 

34 

24 

77 

77 

18 

95 

Old  Marston 

298 

20 

34 

3 

355 

355 

78 

433 

Newington 
Nuneham  Court- 

19 

6 

12 

3 

40 

40 

3 

43 

enay 

1 

17 

43 

14 

75 

75 

6 

81 

Pyrton 

Sandford-on- 

13 

26 

25 

3 

67 

67 

7 

74 

Thames 

16 

41 

34 

17 

108 

108 

9 

117 

Shirburn 

8 

32 

16 

2 

58 

58 

6 

64 

South  Weston  ... 

1 

10 

6 

— 

17 

17 

3 

20 

Stadhampton  . . . 
*Stanton  St. 

69 

58 

47 

7 

181 

181 

16 

197 

John 

32 

38 

39 

15 

124 

98 

22 

120 

Stoke  Talmage... 

— 

12 

9 

— 

21 

21 

3 

24 

Sydenham 

14 

25 

30 

7 

76 

76 

11 

87 

Tetsworth 

23 

36 

47 

6 

112 

112 

8 

120 

Thomley 
Tiddington  with 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

2 

— 

2 

Albury 

49 

14 

16 

5 

84 

84 

8 

92 

Toot  Baldon 

— 

— 

16 

21 

37 

37 

8 

45 

Towersey 

18 

17 

31 

17 

83 

83 

11 

94 

Warborough 

55 

78 

51 

4 

188 

188 

38 

226 

Waterperry 

15 

9 

17 

— 

41 

41 

4 

45 

Waterstock 

2 

3 

24 

— 

29 

29 

2 

31 

Watlington 

181 

90 

152 

27 

450 

450 

66 

516 

Wheatfield 

— 

3 

6 

2 

11 

11 

3 

14 

Wheatley 

152 

151 

65 

35 

403 

403 

59 

462 

Woodeaton 

3 

3 

8 

2 

16 

16 

6 

22 

TOTALS 

3821 

1728 

1780 

532 

7861 

7861 

1066 

8927 

/o 

48.6 

22.0 

22.6 

6.8 

100 

*  By  alteration  of  Parish  Boundaries  26  houses  have  been  transferred  from  the 
Parish  of  Stanton  St.  John  to  the  Parish  of  Forest  Hill  with  Shotover. 
fThis  includes  the  houses  built  by  private  enterprise  during  1953. 
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Category  1 
Category  2 
Category  3 
Category  4 


Categories 

Satisfactory  in  all  respects. 

Minor  defects. 

Requiring  repair,  structural  alteration  or  improvement. 
Unfit  for  habitation  and  beyond  repair  at  reasonable  expense. 


HUTS  AND  MOVEABLE  DWELLINGS 


(a)  Number  of  hutted  sites  and  number  of  occupied  huts  on  31s/  Decem¬ 
ber,  1953. 


Hut  Sites 

Number  of  occupied 

huts  thereon 

Hampden  Estate,  Chalgrove 

135 

Mount  Farm  and  Field  Farm  Estates,  Dorchester 

188 

♦Three  Pigeons  Camp,  Milton  Common 

11 

Total 

334 

Parts  of  the  following  hut  sites  are  in  the  Rural  District  but  they  are 
administered  by  the  Local  Authorities  named. 

(i)  The  Slade  Camp,  Headington.  (Horspath  Parish.) 

Administered  by  Oxford  Corporation  ...  ...  79  huts 

(ii)  Wormingham  Camp,  Oakley.  (Thomley  Parish.) 

Administered  by  Aylesbury  R.D.C.  ...  ...  ...  13  huts 

(b)  Moveable  Dwellings.  Licensed  sites  and  dwellings  on  31st  Decem¬ 
ber,  1953,  are  detailed  in  the  table  on  p.  57. 


♦STOP  PRESS.  August,  1954.  This  site  is  now  being  cleared  and  the  tenants 
re-housed. 
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f  The  figures  in  parentheses  in  Column  4  represent  the  number  of  caravans  on  the  licensed  sites  in  each  parish  the  tenants  of  which  also  hold  individual 
licences  issued  by  the  Council. 
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Demand  for  Houses.  At  the  end  of  1953  there  were  1369  applications 
for  council  houses  outstanding.  To  replace  unfit  houses,  to  abate 
overcrowding,  to  rehouse  families  now  living  in  huts  and  to  meet  the 
increased  demand  for  housing  of  a  growing  population,  it  is  estimated 
that  approximately  1100  houses  are  required.  It  will  be  seen  from  the 
housing  table  on  pp.  58  and  59  that  an  average  of  1 13  council  houses  per 
annum  were  erected  in  the  district  as  a  whole,  between  1949  and  1953. 

Houses  dealt  with  under  Section  11,  Housing  Act,  1936 


During  the  year,  thirty  houses  were  dealt  with  under  this  section,  as 
follows: 


Demolition  Orders 

Undertakings  given  by 

Parish 

made  by  Council 

owner  and  accepted  by 
Council 

Houses 

Houses 

Chalgrove 

2 

— 

Cuddesdon 

— 

2 

Dorchester-on-Thames  . . . 

.  .  .  - 

4 

Forest  Hill  with  Shotover 

2 

1 

Lewknor 

.  .  .  - 

2 

Littlemore 

.  .  .  - 

1 

Old  Marston 

1 

— 

Stadhampton 

6 

— 

Tiddington  with  Albury  ... 

2 

— • 

Watlington 

— 

5 

Wheatley  ... 

.  .  .  - 

2 

13 

17 

As  a  result  of  action  in  this  year  and  previous  years,  three  houses 
were  made  fit  in  all  respects  for  habitation:  two  at  Watlington  and  one 
at  Towersey;  and  six  houses  were  demolished:  two  at  Sandford-on- 
Thames,  two  at  Newington,  and  two  at  Tiddington. 

175  houses  were  made  fit  during  the  year  as  a  result  of  informal 
action  under  the  Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts. 


Section  E 

FOOD  INSPECTION 


Routine  slaughtering  was  carried  out  centrally  and  meat  inspection 
in  the  district  limited  to  the  examination  of  animals  slaughtered  as 
casualties. 


Carcases  inspected  and  condemned 
Carcase  and  organs  of  one  calf 
Hindquarters  of  beef 
Topside  of  beef 
Beef 

Food  inspected  and  condemned 


(a)  Meat  Products 


(b)  Fruit  Products 


Beasts’  viscera 
(Sausage  skins) 
Shoulder  ham 
Ham 

Stewed  steak 
Prunes  in  syrup 
Crushed  apple 
Plums 


(144  lbs.) 
(202  lbs.) 
(  7  lbs.) 

(  28  lbs.) 


91  lb.  7  oz. 
19  lb. 


Septicaemia 
Bone  taint 
Bruising. 
Abscess 


1266  sets 

1  tin 

2  tins 

3  tins 
3  tins 
1  tin 
1  tin 
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Food  Poisoning 

Seven  cases  were  notified  during  the  year.  For  details,  see  FOOD 
POISONING  (p.ll). 


Section  F 

PREVALENCE  OE  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS 

DISEASES 


Diseases  notified  during  the  year,  other  than  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 


Scarlet  Fever 
Whooping  Cough 
Measles 

Pneumonia  ... 
Meningococcal  Infection 
Poliomyelitis 
Dysentery 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  ... 
Food  Poisoning 
Erysipelas 
Malaria 


Totals 


Number  of 


cases  notified 


Male 

Female 

Total 

16 

31 

47 

134 

136 

270 

591 

555 

1146 

10 

4 

14 

2 

1 

3 

1 

1 

2 

16 

11 

27 

— 

1 

1 

3 

4 

7 

1 

3 

4 

4 

— 

4 

778 

747 

1525 

TUBERCULOSIS 


Transfers  out 
of  the  district 

New  Cases 

Transfers  into 
the  district 

and  patients 
classified  as 
recovered 

Died 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

Pulmonary 

21 

12 

15 

12 

9 

8 

2 

— 

Non-Pulmonary 

— 

3 

— 

1 

2 

6 

— 

— 

FACTORIES  ACTS  1937-1948 


(a)  Inspection  of  Factories 


Number  in 
Register 

Inspec¬ 

tions 

made 

Written 

Notices 

served 

Occupiers 

Prose¬ 

cuted 

1.  Factories  in  which  Sections 

1,  2,  3,  4  and  6  apply 

18 

20 

5 

2.  Factories  in  which  Section  7 
applies 

61 

127 

5 

3.  Other  premises 

25 

30 

— 

— 

Totals 

104 

177 

10 

— 
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(b)  Cases  in  which  defects  were  found 


Defect 

Number 

found 

Number 

remedied 

Referred  by 
H.M.  Inspector 

Want  of  cleanliness... 

Sanitarv  Conveniences 

4 

3 

— 

Insufficient 

1 

— 

— 

Unsuitable  or  defective  ... 

5 

2 

1 

Totals 

10 

5 

1 

NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT  1948 

Section  47 

No  action  was  taken  under  this  Section  of  the  Act  during  the  year, 
nor  under  the  National  Assistance  (Amendment)  Act,  1951. 

Section  50 

As  it  appeared  that  no  other  suitable  arrangements  had  been,  or 
were  being,  made,  arrangements  were  made  under  this  Section  of  the 
Act  for  the  burial  of  one  person  who  died  at  Littlemore. 

PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949 

The  following  is  an  analysis  of  the  work  carried  out  during  the  year 
under  this  Act. 


Type  of  Property 


Local 

Dwelling 

Agricul- 

All  other 

Item 

Authority 

Houses 

tural 

(including 

business 

premises) 

Total 

1 .  Number  of  properties 

inspected  by 

Local  Authority  as  a 

(a)  13 

196 

9 

8 

226 

result  of 

{b)  18 

377 

10 

12 

417 

{a)  notification 

{b)  survey  under  the 

(c)  2 

32 

1 

190 

225 

Act  (c)  otherwise  e.g. 
when  visiting  prim¬ 
arily  for  some  other 
purpose 

2.  Number  of  properties 

Major: 

inspected  which  were 

2 

— 

5 

— 

7 

found  to  be  infested 

Minor: 

by  rats 

31 

418 

9 

15 

473 

3.  Number  of  properties 

33 

418 

14 

15 

480 

treated  by  Local  Au¬ 
thority 

4.  Number  of  ‘block’  control  schemes  carried  out,  82. 


5.  Estimated  number  of  rats  and  mice  destroyed,  13,200. 
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SUMMARY  OF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR'S  WORK 
DURING  THE  YEAR  1952 


Number  of  inspections  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4124 

Number  of  complaints  received  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  328 

Number  of  notices  served  (Informal)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  286 

Number  of  notices  served  (Statutory)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  68 

Number  of  Prosecutions  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 


Number  of  Defects  or  Nuisances  abated 

As  to  privies,  W.C.s,  sink  wastes,  etc. 

As  to  drains  and  cesspools 
As  to  disrepair  of  houses 
As  to  overcrowding 
As  to  factories  ... 

As  to  insanitary  accumulations  or  deposits  ... 

As  to  polluted  ditches  or  streams 
As  to  animals 
As  to  refuse 

Number  of  water  samples  taken 
Number  of  food  seizures  or  surrenders 
Number  of  houses  disinfected  ... 

Number  of  houses  disinfested 

Number  of  houses  in  which  bedding  was  disinfested 
Nature  of  repairs  carried  out: 

Roofs  ... 

External  walls 
Windows 
Doors 
Floors  ... 

Grates 

Staircases 

Gutterings 

Sinks 

Ceilings 

Coppers 

Chimney  Stacks 
Decorations 


102 

111 

68 

3 

5 
1 

17 

1 

85 

177 

68 

24 
14 

4 

16 

10 

25 
10 
31 

13 
10 

6 
35 

14 
8 
8 

22 
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Section  A 

STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA 

(1)  PARISHES 


Parish 

Area 

(Acres) 

* 

Estimated 

Population 

(1952) 

Civilian 
Dwellings 
(Inc.  Huts 
and 

Caravans) 

Rateable 

Value 

1 

Product  of 
Penny 
Rate 

1 

Bix  . 

2469 

450 

149 

2832 

11 

Checkendon 

2567 

870 

137 

4281 

17 

Crowmarsh 

4252 

990 

256 

6277 

27 

Eye  and  Dunsden 

3348 

1550 

467 

10323 

42 

Goring 

2356 

1900 

547 

17886 

72 

Goring  Heath 

2851 

980 

271 

4831 

19 

Harpsden  ... 

2173 

360 

124 

5561 

22 

Highmoor 

1304 

450 

117 

3438 

14 

Ipsden 

2214 

320 

96 

2742 

12 

Kidmore  End 

2553 

1150 

401 

7540 

31 

Mapledurham 

3068 

1400 

444 

11855 

49 

Nettlebed  ... 

1527 

710 

213 

4165 

18 

Nuffield 

2138 

500 

74 

3490 

16 

Pishill  with  Storror 

2612 

380 

107 

1468 

6 

Rotherfield  Greys 

2096 

370 

116 

3055 

13 

Rotherfield  Peppard 

1760 

1320 

357 

9350 

41 

Shiplake  ... 

2375 

1620 

381 

11210 

46 

Sonning  Common 

910 

2050 

453 

9266 

38 

South  Stoke 

1890 

500 

127 

1755 

8 

Stoke  Row 

1737 

570 

172 

2630 

10 

Swyncombe 

3595 

400 

107 

1543 

7 

Whitchurch 

1323 

400 

198 

4997 

20 

Woodcote 

2179 

630 

229 

4804 

21 

Totals 

53297 

19870 

5543 

;^1 35299 

;^560 

(2)  SUMMARY  OF  PRINCIPAL  STATISTICS 

Area  in  Acres  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  53297 

Population: 

R.G.’s  Mid-year  Estimate  (30.6.53)  Home  Population  19780 
R.G.'s  Mid-year  Estimate  (30.6.52)  Home  Population  19870 


Census  (1951)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  19979 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  (1953)...  ...  ...  ...  5543 

(1952) .  5427 

Rateable  Value  ...  ...  ...  ...  £135299 

Product  of  a  Penny  Rate  ...  ...  ...  ...  £560 


♦Since  the  population  of  the  whole  district  differed  by  only  90  between  1953  and 
1952  (19780  as  opposed  to  19870),  it  has  not  been  thought  necessary  to  bring  out 
new  parish  figures  for  1953,  and  the  1952  figures  are  for  all  practical  purposes 
correct  for  1953. 
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Social  Conditions  and  Occupations 

The  district  is  mainly  agricultural  and  residential.  There  are  a  few 
light  industries,  such  as  instrument-making  and  coach-building,  and 
also  a  number  of  saw  mills.  The  bulk  of  the  occupied  population  is 
therefore  employed  in  agriculture,  forestry,  saw  mills,  quarrying, 
building  construction  and  light  industry. 


Extracts  from  the  Vital  Statistics  for  the  Year 


Births 


Live  Births 

Males  Females  Persons  Live  Birth  Rate 

(per  1000  of  the 
home  population) 
Crude  Corrected 

Henley  R.D. 

Legitimate  ...  163  163  326 

Illegitimate  ...  13  9  22 


Total  ...  176 

172 

348 

17.6  18.8 

England  and  Wales 

. . . 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

15.5 

Still  Births 

Males 

Females 

Persons 

Still  Birth  Rate 
(per  1000  total 
births) 

Henley  R.D. 

Legitimate  ...  3 

3 

6 

Illegitimate  ...  — 

— 

— 

Total  ...  3 

3 

6 

17.0 

England  and  Wales 

Deaths 

*  •  •  *  •  • 

22.4 

Deaths  from  all  Causes 

Males 

Females 

Persons 

Death  Rate 
(per  1000  of  the 
home  population) 
Crude  Corrected 

Henley  R.D.  ...  109 

106 

215 

10.9  10.2 

England  and  W ales  . . . 

•  •  • 

•  •  •  «  •  * 

11.4 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  AS  CLASSIFIED  BY  THE  REGISTRAR  GENERAL 


Male 

Female 

Persons 

As  a  per¬ 
centage  of 
the  total 

Order  of 
fre¬ 
quency 

1.  Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

3 

3 

1.40 

=  15 

2.  Tuberculosis,  other  ... 

2 

2 

.93 

=  18 

3.  Syphilitic  disease 

4.  Diphtheria 

5.  Whooping  Cough 

1 

1 

.47 

=  22 

6.  Meningococcal  infections 

7 .  Acute  Poliomyelitis  ... 

1 

1 

.47 

=  22 

8.  Measles 

9.  Other  infective  and  parasitic 

diseases 

10.  Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

2 

2 

4  ^ 

1.86^ 

=  12 

11.  Malignant  neoplasm,  lutig, 

bronchus 

5 

1 

6 

Oh 

2.79 

=  8 

12.  Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

2 

2 

W  F 

>^^28 

.93 

1  7  fiS 

=  18 

13.  Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

1 

1 

r  ^  "O) 

.47 

^  1  J  .oo 

=  22 

14.  Other  malignant  and  lymph- 

atic  neoplasm 

9 

15 

24 

11.16 

4 

15.  Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

1 

1  . 

.47 

=  22 

16.  Diabetes 

2 

2 

.93 

=  18 

17.  Vascular  lesions  of  nervous 

w 

c/3  S 

system 

15 

15 

30  1 

w  h 

13.95^ 

=  2 

18.  Coronary  disease,  angina 

18 

17 

35 

16.28 

1 

19.  Hypertension  with  heart  dis- 

>  Q  tio99 

!>46.04 

ease  ... 

3 

1 

4 

PiV, 

1.86 

=  12 

20.  Other  heart  disease  ... 

13 

17 

30^ 

^  o 

13.95 

=  2 

2 1 .  Other  circulatory  disease 

5 

8 

13 

W  a 

6.05 

6 

22.  Influenza 

1 

1 

.47 

=  22 

23.  Pneumonia  ... 

4 

5 

9-^ 

W 

H  ^ 

4.191 

7 

24.  Bronchitis 

5 

1 

6 

2.79 

.  o  oo 

=  8 

25.  Other  diseases  of  respiratory 

>  W  1  O 

r 

=22 

system 

2 

1 

3  J 

1.40J 

=  15 

26.  Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duo- 

denum 

27.  Gastritis,  enteritis,  and  diar- 

rhoea  ... 

1 

1 

2 

.93 

=  18 

28.  Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

2 

3 

5 

2.33 

11 

29.  Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

1 

1 

.47 

=  22 

30.  Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abor- 

tion 

31.  Congenital  malformations  ... 

32.  Other  defined  and  ill-defined 

diseases 

9 

7 

16 

7.44 

5 

33.  Motor  vehicle  accidents 

5 

1 

6 

2.79 

=  8 

34.  All  other  accidents  ... 

3 

1 

4 

1.86 

=  12 

35.  Suicide 

2 

1 

3 

1.40 

=  15 

36.  Homicide  and  operations  of 

war 

All  Causes: 

109 

106 

215 

(*145) 

100  (*72.1) 

*Cancer,  heart  disease  and  chest  disease  combined. 


Maternal  Mortality 

There  were  no  deaths  from  pueiperal  causes  during  the  year.  In 
England  and  Wales  the  maternal  mortality  rate  was  0.76  maternal 
deaths  per  1000  total  (live  and  still)  births. 
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Infant  Mortality 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age. 

Males  Females  Persons  Infant  Mortality 

Rate  (per  1000 
live  births) 

Henley  R.D. 

Legitimate  ...  3  3  6 

Illegitimate  ...  —  —  — 


Total  ...  3  3  6  17.2 


England  and  Wales  .  26.8* 

Neo-Natal  Mortality 

Males  Females  Persons  Neo-Natal  Mor- 

tality  Rate  (per 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  4  weeks  of  age  1000  live  births) 

Henley  R.D. 

Legitimate  ...  1  1  2 

Illegitimate  ...  —  —  — 


Total  1  1  2  5.7 


England  and  Wales  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  17.7* 

(provisional  figure) 


Section  B 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 

FOR  THE  AREA 

Laboratory  Work.  This  is  carried  out  by  the  Public  Health  Labora¬ 
tory,  Walton  Street,  Oxford,  under  the  supervision  of  Dr.  R.  L.  Vollum. 

As  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  at  the  Battle  Hospital,  Reading, 
is  nearer  to  Henley  than  the  Oxford  Laboratory,  some  practitioners 
prefer  to  send  their  specimens  there,  where  they  are  examined  by  Dr. 
Wood. 


Section  C 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 

Water  Supply.  Of  the  3472  houses  inspected  in  the  course  of  the 
Rural  Housing  Survey,  2936  are  now  supplied  with  main  water.  399  are 
dependent  upon  wells  and  137  are  without  a  separate  water  supply. 

Main  water  is  supplied  from  a  number  of  sources. 

(a)  Henley  Water  Company  supplies  Badgemore,  Harpsden  and  parts 
of  Rotherfield  Greys,  Shiplake  and  Peppard.  The  sources  of  supply  are 

(*  per  1000  related  live  births,  i.e.  births  occurring,  not  during  the  calendar 
year  1953  but  during  the  twelve  months  in  which  the  babies  who  died  were 
themselves  born.) 
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two  bore-holes  each  sunk  200  feet  into  middle  chalk.  The  one  at  Greys 
Road,  Henley,  is  8  inches  in  diameter,  the  other  at  Reading  Road, 
Harpsden  is  12  inches  in  diameter.  Both  supplies  are  chlorinated  and 
softened  by  the  base  exchange  process  from  19° — 21°  (Clark)  to  between 
8°  and  9°  (Clark).  The  supply  is  abundant  and  constant.  Month 
samples  taken  by  the  Water  Company  and  quarterly  samples  taken  by 
the  Council's  officers  have  always  demonstrated  the  water  to  be  highly 
satisfactory. 

(b)  South  Oxfordshire  Water  Undertaking.  The  Company's  Statutory 
Supply  Area  covers  40  square  miles,  with  a  distribution  of  153  miles  of 
mains.  The  population  served  is  26,000  and  in  addition  a  bulk  supply 
is  provided  for  approximately  3000  persons  resident  in  Bullingdon. 

Sources  of  supply  for  main  district.  The  source  of  supply  consists  of 
two  boreholes.  Nos.  3  and  4,  sited  at  the  main  works  and  constructed 
in  1942  and  1946  respectively,  and  having  a  total  depth  of  162  feet  and 
175  feet  respectively. 

The  maximum  yield  from  these  two  boreholes  is  estimated  from  tests 
to  be  two  million  gallons  per  day.  The  water  is  chlorinated  but  there  is 
no  water  softening  process,  although  the  water  is  hard. 

The  original  wells  Nos.  1  and  2  are  filled  in  and  not  now  used,  these 
being  abandoned  due  to  mild  contamination. 

Goring  and  South  Stoke  areas.  Goring,  Streatley,  South  Stoke  and 
Moulsford  are  supplied  from  a  borehole  in  Streatley,  having  a  yield 
of  336,000  gallons  per  day,  delivering  to  Streatley  Reservoir  (capacity 
288,000  gallons),  Cleve  Reservoir  (85,000  gallons)  and  Moulsford 
Reservoir  (30,000  gallons). 

The  average  consumption  for  these  areas  is  150,000  gallons  per  day 
and  supplies  will  be  adequate  for  Goring  when  consumption  increases 
subsequent  to  the  carrying  out  of  the  main  drainage  scheme. 

Storage  capacity 

There  are  no  large  storage  reservoirs,  but  only  service  reservoirs  and 
towers. 

These  are  as  follows: 


Capacity 

Woodcote  Reservoir  No.  1 

2,428,000  gallons 

Woodcote  Reservoir  No.  2 

85,000  „ 

Nettlebed  Reservoir 

100,000  „ 

Cookley  Water  Tower 

50,000  „ 

Nuffield  Water  Tower 

30,000  „ 

Total  storage  capacity 

2,693,000  „ 

The  total  storage  capacity  represents  2\  days  normal  consumption. 
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General  Distribution.  The  supply  is  pumped  from  the  two  boreholes 
at  Goring  to  the  Woodcote  Reservoirs.  From  the  Woodcote  Reservoirs, 
which  supply  a  considerable  area  direct,  water  is  pumped  to  the  Nettle- 
bed  Reservoir,  the  Nuffield  Water  Tower  and  the  Cookley  Green  Tower. 
These  latter  three  are  linked  so  that  when  one  is  full,  supplies  are 
automatically  diverted  to  the  other  two.  The  Nettlebed  Reservoir 
supplies  Stoke  Row,  Checkendon  (part),  Woodcote  (part),  Highmoor, 
Witheridge  Hill,  Nettlebed,  Nuffield,  Ipsden  Heath,  Wellplace. 

The  Cookley  Tower  supplies  Park  Corner,  Cookley  Green,  Swyn- 
combe,  Maidensgrove,  Russells  Water,  Pishill,  Stonor. 

It  can  be  seen  that  the  quantity  delivered  to  the  Woodcote  Reser¬ 
voirs  is  the  key  to  the  whole  situation.  There  are  two  pumps  at  Goring 
each  with  a  capacity  of  40,000  gallons  per  hour.  At  this  rate,  the 
pumps  could  deliver  nearly  2,000,000  gallons  per  day,  or  the  ultimate 
yield  of  the  two  boreholes. 

This  supply  is  limited,  however,  by  the  sizes  of  the  two  rising  mains 
of  9  inch  and  6  inch  diameter  delivering  to  the  Woodcote  Reservoir. 
The  two  together  will  only  permit  a  total  delivery  of  60,000  gallons 
per  hour  or  1,440,000  gallons  per  day.  This  latter  total,  therefore,  is 
the  maximum  available  for  distribution. 

The  pumps  at  Woodcote  delivering  from  the  Woodcote  Reservoirs 
to  the  Nettlebed  area  have  a  maximum  delivery  of  just  over  300,000 
gallons  per  day. 

The  above  details  give  the  amounts  available  for  distribution. 

Consumption.  The  following  table  summarizes  the  position,  compar¬ 
ing  available  amounts  and  consumption: 


Reservoir 

Maximum  Amount 
Available  per 
day  in  gallons 

Average  Con¬ 
sumption  per  day 
in  gallons 

Peak  Consump¬ 
tion  during 
recent  drought 
in  gallons 

Woodcote 

1,440,000 

1,000,000 

1,359,000 

Nettlebed 

303,000 

200,000 

303,000 

(ex  Parte  above) 

It  will  be  seen  there  is  little  or  no  margin,  but  on  the  other  hand  the 
demand  was  practically  met  during  a  recent  drought. 

Improvements  recently  carried  out  by  the  Board 

A  8'77"  gravitational  main,  started  in  1938,  from  Woodcote  to 
Kingwood  Common,  via  Nippers  Wood,  was  completed  on  the  6th 
August,  1952. 

A  further  length  from  Nippers  Wood  to  Gallowstree  Common  was 
completed  in  the  autumn  of  1952.  This  improves  the  supply  and 
allows  for  a  greater  draw-off  for  area  around  Kingwood  Common  and  to 
Mapledurham  and  areas  to  the  East. 

A  total  of  approximately  £29,000  has  been  spent  by  the  Company 
on  capital  works  since  1948. 
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STOP  PRESS:  July  1954 

Improvements  in  progress.  The  laying  of  a  new  14-in.  rising  main  was 
begun  in  July  1954.  This,  when  completed,  will  enable  2,000,000 
gallons  per  day  to  be  delivered  to  the  Woodcote  reservoirs. 

With  regard  to  the  Nettlebed  area,  a  scheme  is  now  under  considera¬ 
tion  for  augmenting  the  supply  in  this  area,  although  the  new  Wood- 
cote-Kingwood  gravitational  main  may  help  where  the  high  level 
(reservoir  and  tanks)  act  collaterally  with  the  gravitational  supply 
from  Woodcote. 

It  will  be  noticed  that  peak  consumption  is  equal  to  the  maximum 
supply,  and  therefore  it  is  fairly  urgent  that  the  supply  to  the  Nettlebed 
area  be  increased  as  soon  as  possible. 

Future  Consumption.  As  mentioned  previously,  existing  consumption 
averages  1 ,000,000  gallons  per  day. 

With  the  proposed  main  drainage  schemes  for  Goring,  Sonning 
Common  and  Nettlebed,  the  use  of  more  water  on  farms  and  dairies, 
the  continual  conversion  of  sanitary  arrangements  to  water  carriage 
systems,  new  private  houses  and  Council  housing  schemes,  it  is  obvious 
that  water  consumption  will  be  considerably  increased,  and  it  is 
reasonable  to  expect  a  peak  demand  in  the  region  of  2,000,000  gallons 
per  day  within  a  few  years  time. 


(c)  The  Borough  of  Reading  supplies  parts  of  Whitchurch. 


SAMPLING 

During  the  year  24  samples  of  water  were  examined  bacteriologically. 
The  results  of  these  examinations  are  as  follows: 


Main  Water  Supply  Well  Water  Supply 

Ministry  of  Health  Classification  (including  piped  into  house) 


Class  1 
Highly 
Satisfactory 

Class  2 
Satis¬ 
factory 

Class  3 
Sus¬ 
picious 

Class  4 
Unsatis¬ 
factory 

Satisfac¬ 

tory 

Slightly 

Con¬ 

taminated 

Grossly 

Con¬ 

taminated 

8 

1 

— — 

— 

3 

7 

5 

The  table  at  the  close  of  this  Section  includes  a  summary  of  the 
types  of  water  supply  available  in  each  parish. 


Sewage  Disposal.  Of  the  3472  houses  inspected  in  the  course  of  the 
Rural  Housing  Survey  207  are  now  connected  to  public  sewers,  1947  to 
a  cesspool  or  septic  tank  and,  of  the  remainder,  424  are  drained  to 
a  soakaway  only  and  894  have  no  drainage  at  all. 

New  works  carried  out,  in  preparation  or  proposed. 

With  the  need  for  restriction  of  capital  expenditure  progress  with  the 
preparation  of  the  schemes  for  sewers  at  Sonning  Common  and 
Whitchurch  has  been  curtailed. 


HENLEY  RURAL  DISTRICT 


71 


The  purchase  of  land  for  the  outfall  works  and  pumping  stations  has, 
however,  continued. 

The  first  stage  of  the  Goring  sewerage  scheme  was  commenced  on 
January  1st,  1954.  This  comprises  the  construction  of  the  whole  of 
the  sewerage  plant  and  the  sewering  of  the  northern  third  of  Goring, 
which  includes  the  new  housing  site  and  the  area  round  the  water 
works,  and  is  thus  by  far  the  most  important  part  of  the  whole  scheme. 

With  regard  to  stages  2  and  3,  the  Ministry  require  a  resubmission  of 
plans  to  be  made  in  1955  when  their  new  national  scheme  will  be 
published. 

The  Ministry  have  approved  the  scheme  for  the  parish  of  Nettlebed 
based  on  existing  W.D.  works  acquired  by  the  R.D.C.  and,  subject  to 
the  necessary  land  acquisition,  it  is  hoped  to  start  work  in  the  autumn 
of  1954. 

The  R.D.C.  have  expressed  their  willingness  to  take  over  the  sewer, 
pumping  station  and  rising  main  for  Chazey  Road  and  Upper  Warren 
Avenue  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  section  8  (1)  of  the  Public 
Health  Act  1936,  when  these  works  have  been  completed  to  their 
satisfaction  by  the  Air  Ministry. 


SUMMARY  OF  TYPE  OF  WATER  SUPPLY,  DRAINAGE  ARRANGEMENTS  AND  CLOSET  PROVISION 
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Total 
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Section  D 
HOUSING 


Rural  Housing  Survey 

The  undermentioned  figures  show  the  categories  of  houses  under  a  rateable 
value  of  £20  as  at  1st  January,  1954.  The  figures  have  been  revised  into  the 
new  parishes  following  the  Alteration  of  Rural  Parishes  Order,  1952. 


Date 

In¬ 

spected 

Parish 

Categories 

Total 

Those 

over 

;^20  R.V. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

1945 

Swyncombe 

19 

58 

14 

2 

93 

11 

Nettlebed 

66 

67 

14 

5 

152 

31 

f  > 

Bix 

54 

51 

12 

2 

119 

28 

f  9 

Crowmarsh 

68 

42 

52 

5 

167 

35 

9  9 

R.  Greys 

32 

40 

8 

2 

82 

31 

1946 

Highmoor 

24 

38 

6 

1 

69 

31 

9  9 

R.  Peppard 

49 

72 

40 

— 

161 

96 

9  9 

South  Stoke 

49 

16 

24 

— 

89 

18 

9  9 

Woodcote 

85 

20 

42 

— 

147 

26 

}  9 

Harpsden 

25 

46 

19 

— ■ 

90 

42 

1947 

Kidmore  End  ... 

108 

99 

41 

2 

250 

74 

9  9 

Sonning  Common 

135 

141 

25 

1 

302 

68 

9 

Stoke  Row 

50 

38 

44 

1 

133 

26 

1948 

Ipsden  ... 

17 

28 

30 

— 

75 

15 

9 

Checkendon 

45 

25 

35 

2 

107 

22 

1948/49 

Goring  ... 

167 

90 

57 

2 

316 

154 

9 

Shiplake 

62 

82 

66 

7 

217 

126 

1949 

Goring  Heath  . . . 

68 

67 

94 

3 

232 

35 

1 

Dunsden 

171 

55 

73 

2 

301 

136 

9  9 

Whitchurch 

28 

19 

23 

— 

70 

48 

1950 

Mapledurham  ... 

30 

63 

32 

5 

130 

287 

1953 

Nuffield 

35 

14 

15 

1 

65 

10 

9  9 

Pishill  ... 

21 

14 

55 

6 

96 

11 

Totals 

1408 

1185 

821 

49 

3463 

1361 

{Note:  this  table  excludes  all  post-war  council  houses) 


The  Survey  was  begun  in  1945  and  completed  in  1950  by  which  time 
3482*  houses  had  been  inspected.  Houses  were  placed  in  one  of  the 
following  categories: 


Key  to  Categories: 

Category  1  Satisfactory  in  all  respects 
Category  2  Minor  defects 

Category  3  Requiring  repair,  structural  alteration  or  improvement. 
Category  4  Unfit  for  habitation  and  beyond  repair  at  reasonable 
expense. 


During  the  year  1953  the  parishes  of  Nuffield  and  Pishill  with  Stonor 
were  re-surveyed.  The  previous  total  of  3472  has  been  reduced  to  3463 
by  demolition  of  category  4  cottages  and  by  conversion  of  certain 
multiple  properties. 


*  The  original  number  of  3482  was  reduced  by  1.1.1953  to  3472  by  the  con¬ 
version  of  certain  unsatisfactory  multiple  properties  into  a  lower  number  of 
modernized  units. 


SUMMARY  OF  PROVISION  OF  NEW  HOUSES  1946-53 
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HUTS  AND  MOVEABLE  DWELLINGS 

HUTS 


Hut  Sites 

Number  of  occupied 
huts  thereon 

Kingwood  Camp,  Peppard 

72 

Whitchurch  Camp 

46 

Carsons  Camp,  Checkendon 

6 

Crowmarsh  Camp 

2 

Tanner’s  Farm  Camp 

28 

Total 

154 

The  two  huts  at  Nettlebed  were  demolished  during  the  year. 
CARAVANS 

The  R.D.  have  licensed  two  caravan  sites,  as  follows. 

(1)  Harvey’s  Nurseries,  Emmer  Green,  for  75  caravans. 

(2)  Swiss  Farm,  Henley,  for  26  caravans. 

These  allocations  have  both  been  fully  taken  up,  giving  a  total  of  101  vans. 

In  addition  to  the  above  licensed  sites,  the  council  have  issued  91 
individual  licences  for  caravans,  renewable  annually  as  long  as  they 
prove  satisfactory  and  equally  terminable  where  they  prove  unsatis¬ 
factory. 

The  R.D.  has  thus  a  total  of  192  caravans  licensed  for  human 
occupation,  and  under  its  constant  supervision. 

TOTAL  MOVEABLE  DWELLINGS  (huts  plus  caravans)  ...  345. 

OVERCROWDING  AND  THE  DEMAND  FOR  NEW  HOUSING. 
There  are  120  families  known  to  be  without  separate  homes  and  in 
addition  other  cases  are  known  in  which  families  are  occupying  accom¬ 
modation  too  small  for  them. 

At  the  end  of  1953  there  were  453  applications  for  Council  Houses 
outstanding.  120  of  them  were  from  the  people  without  separate  homes,, 
and  145  from  occupants  of  huts  converted  by  the  council  into  living 
accommodation. 

There  is  no  waiting  list  for  private  enterprise  building. 


INSPECTIONS  MADE,  NOTICES  SERVED  AND  ORDERS  MADE 


Under  the  Public 

Under  the  Housing 

Health  Act,  1936 

Act.  1936 

Inspections  made 

Notices  served 

950 

1100 

Informal 

35 

61 

Statutory 

Orders  made 

6 

6 

Closing  Orders 

Demolition  Orders  ... 

— 

4 

Undertakings  not  to  relet 

■ 
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Section  E 

FOOD  INSPECTION 

There  are  no  slaughterhouses  in  the  district  in  which  animals  are 
regularly  killed,  but  occasional  slaughtering  of  cottagers’  pigs  takes 
place.  Inspection  of  meat  and  meat  products  is  carried  out  at  the  six 
butchers’  shops  in  the  district  during  the  course  of  routine  visits. 

FOOD  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED 

(a)  Meat  and  Meat  Products 

95  lbs.  beef  ...  ...  ...  ...  Bruising  and  bone  taint. 

6  lbs.  ox  liver . Parasitical. 

13  tins  luncheon  meat  and  pressed  beef.  Decomposition. 

(b)  Dairy  Produce 

13  tins  evaporated  milk. 

3  tins  condensed  milk. 

(c)  Miscellaneous 

80  tins  of  tinned  fruit,  vegetables,  fish,  etc. 

MILK  AND  DAIRIES  REGULATIONS 
There  are  four  registered  distributors  of  milk  with  dairy  premises 
(other  than  farms)  within  the  rural  district. 

The  following  dealers  and  supplementary  licences  were  also  issued 
under  the  Milk  (Special  Designation)  Regulations: 

(a)  Dealers  Licences  granted  for  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  ...  6 

{b)  ,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  Pasteurized  ,,  ...  5 

(c)  Supplementary  ,,  „  Tuberculin  Tested  ,,  ...  5 

{d)  ,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  Pasteurized  ,,  ...  5 

ICE  CREAM 

37  premises  are  registered  for  the  sale  and  storage  of  ice  cream  and 
one  for  the  sale  and  manufacture. 

The  following  samples  were  taken  during  the  course  of  the  year: 


Grade 

One 

Two 

Three 

Four 

All 

Grades 

No.  of  samples 

17 

10 

4 

1 

32 

Percentage  (approx.) 

53% 

31.5% 

12.5% 

3% 

100% 

Retailers  are  notified  of  the  result  of  samples  taken  and  in  the  case  of 
poor  results  the  authority,  in  whose  area  the  ice  cream  was  manufac¬ 
tured,  is  also  notified. 

FOOD  POISONING.  Three  cases  were  notified  during  the  year. 
For  details,  see  under  FOOD  POISONING  (p.  11). 
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Section  F 

PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS 

DISEASES 


Diseases  notified  during  the  year,  other  than  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 


Scarlet  Fever 
Whooping  Cough 

Measles  . 

Pneumonia 
Poliomyelitis 
Dysentery 
Food  Poisoning  ... 
Puerperal  Pyrexia 


Totals 


Number  of 
cases  notified 


Male 

Female 

Total 

3 

4 

7 

38 

41 

79 

150 

154 

304 

27 

24 

51 

3 

3 

- - 

1 

1 

— 

3 

3 

— 

1 

1 

218 

231 

449 

TUBERCULOSIS 


New  Cases 

Transfers  into 
the  district 

Transfers  out 
of  the  district 
and  patients 
classified  as 
recovered 

Died 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

Pulmonary 

7 

7 

10 

12 

4 

9 

3 

N  on-Pulmonary 

4 

3 

■ 

1 

' 

' 

2 

FACTORIES  ACTS  1937-1948 


(a)  Inspections  of  Factories 


Number  in 
Register 

Inspec¬ 

tions 

made 

Written 

Notices 

served 

Occupiers 

Prose¬ 

cuted 

1.  Factories  in  which  Sections 

1 ,  2,  3,  4  and  6  apply 

2 

2 

2.  Factories  in  which  Section  7 
applies 

30 

25 

2 

3.  Other  premises 

Total 

32 

27 

2 

— 

(b)  Cases  in  which  defects  were  found 


Defect 

Number 

found 

Number 

remedied 

Referred  by 
H.M.  Inspector 

Sanitary  Conveniences 

1 .  Unsuitable  or  Defective 

1 

1 

2.  Want  of  Cleanliness 

1 

1 

— 

Total 

2 

2 

— 
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NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT  1948— SECTION  47 

No  action  was  taken  under  this  Section  of  this  Act  during  the  year 
nor  under  the  National  Assistance  (Amendment)  Act  1951. 

SUMMARY  OF  THE  SANITARY  INSPECTOR'S  WORK  DURING 

THE  YEAR  1953 

Number  of  different  premises  visited  ...  ...  ...  ...  950 

Number  of  inspections  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2350 

Number  of  complaints  received  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  205 

Number  of  defects  or  nuisances  discovered  ...  ...  ...  102 

Number  of  notices  served  (informal)  ...  ...  ...  ...  96 

Number  of  notices  served  (statutory)  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Number  of  prosecutions  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

NUMBER  OF  DEFECTS  OR  NUISANCES  ABATED 

As  to  Privies,  W.C.s,  sink  wastes,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  ...  25 

As  to  Drains  or  Cesspools  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  41 

As  to  Pigs  or  other  animals  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

As  to  deficient  or  impure  water  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

As  to  unclean  houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

As  to  overcrowded  houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

As  to  polluted  ditches  or  streams  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

As  to  insanitary  accumulations  or  deposits  ...  ...  ...  10 

As  to  other  defects  or  nuisances  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Number  of  premises  disinfected  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  33 

Number  of  water  samples  taken  for  analysis  ...  ...  ...  22 

Number  of  wells  cleansed,  repaired  or  deepened  ...  ...  2 

Number  of  houses  connected  with  water  mains  ...  ...  ...  17 

Number  of  seizures  or  surrenders  of  unsound  or  diseased  food  41 
Number  of  conservancy  closets  replaced  by  W.C.s  ...  ...  16 

Milkshops  on  Register  (inc.  Dairies)  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Milkshops,  number  of  inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

Piggeries,  number  of  inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

RODENT  CONTROL 

The  Council  continue  to  operate  a  rodent  control  service,  free  to 
occupiers  of  domestic  dwellings.  A  small  charge  is  made  to  business 
premises.  One  full-time  operator  is  employed,  with  transport  facilities. 

Number  of  Surveys  carried  out: 

(a)  Domestic  Dwellings  ...  ...  327 

[h)  Agricultural  Properties  ...  82 

(c)  Business  Premises  ...  ...  31 

Number  of  Treatments  ...  ...  ...  ...  358 

Number  of  Notices  Served  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 
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Section  A 

STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA 

(1)  PARISHES 


Parish 

Area 

(Acres) 

Esti¬ 

mated 

Home 

Popula¬ 

tion 

Mid 

1953 

Civilian 

Dwell¬ 

ings 

(including 

Huts, 

Caravans 

and 

Married 

Quarters) 

Marc 

(Enc 

Financ 

Rateable 

Value 

i 

.h  1954 

1  of  the 
dal  year) 

Product  of  a 
Penny  Rate 
£ 

Ambrosden 

1515 

3172 

192 

17722 

67 

Ardley  ... 

1493 

437 

119 

1296 

4 

Arncott 

1700 

4954 

46 

32585 

122 

Begbroke 

602 

437 

102 

1895 

8 

Blackthorn 

2085 

255 

73 

1106 

4 

Bletchingdon 

2654 

696 

193 

2504 

9 

Bucknell 

2152 

283 

75 

1021 

4 

Caversfield 

1131 

1055 

145 

5436 

23 

Charlton-on-Otmoor  . . . 

822 

346 

93 

916 

3 

Chesterton 

3325 

745 

207 

2009 

7 

Cottesford 

1702 

182 

52 

618 

2 

Fencott  and  Murcott  . . . 

3333 

147 

42 

471 

2 

Finmere 

1570 

319 

91 

1115 

4 

Fringford 

1460 

473 

135 

1444 

5 

Fritwell 

1263 

578 

165 

1821 

7 

Codington 

Gosford  and  Water 

1019 

53 

15 

136 

1 

Eaton 

2360 

408 

108 

2919 

13 

Hampton  Gay  and  Poyle 
Hardwicke-with- 

1521 

150 

37 

473 

2 

Tusmore 

1124 

102 

29 

642 

2 

Hethe  ... 

1425 

392 

112 

1065 

4 

Horton-cum-Studley  ... 

2237 

266 

76 

942 

3 

Islip 

2009 

721 

206 

3224 

13 

Kidlington 

2162 

4974 

1219 

23116 

90 

Kirtlington 

3582 

696 

199 

2423 

11 

Launton 

2818 

602 

172 

5478 

22 

Lower  Heyford 

1765 

535 

147 

1450 

5 

Merton 

1932 

182 

52 

8623 

32 

Middleton  Stoney 

1853 

315 

67 

1246 

5 

Mixbury 

Newton  Purcell-with 

2449 

235 

67 

775 

3 

Shelswell 

1424 

137 

39 

416 

1 

Noke 

794 

88 

25 

326 

1 

Oddington 

1363 

116 

33 

288 

1 

Piddington 

2354 

473 

186 

10415 

37 

Shipton-on-Cherwell  . . . 

1058 

293 

75 

2674 

12 

Somerton 

1977 

273 

78 

1945 

8 

Souldern 

1976 

458 

125 

1571 

5 

Stoke  Lyne 

3901 

245 

70 

832 

3 

Stratton  Audley 

2308 

328 

88 

1971 

6 

Thrupp 

666 

147 

42 

478 

2 

Upper  Heyford 

1628 

587 

232 

12960 

61 

Wendlebury 

1154 

206 

53 

552 

2 

Weston-on-the-Green  ... 

2483 

455 

107 

2417 

9 

Yarnton 

1762 

1024 

284 

4132 

15 

Totals 

79911 

28540 

5673 

165448 

;^650 
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(2)  SUMMARY  OF  PRINCIPAL  STATISTICS 


Area  in  Acres  ... 

79911 

Population;  (Home) 

R.G.’s  Mid-year  Estimate  (30.6.52)  ... 

27320 

R.G.’s  Mid-year  Estimate  (30.6.53)  ... 

28540 

Census  (April  1951) 

24203 

Number  of  Inhabited  Dwellings  (1953)  ... 

5673 

Social  Conditions  and  Occupations 

The  main  occupation  of  the  district  is  agriculture.  There  is  no  major 
industry  but  many  people  travel  daily  into  Oxford  to  work,  particularly 
at  Morris  Motors  and  the  Pressed  Steel  Company.  The  largest  single 
employer  of  labour  in  the  district  is  the  Base  Ordnance  Depot  at 
Arncott.  There  are  also  a  cement  works  and  a  bacon  factory. 


Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics  for  the  Year 


Births 

Live  Births 

Males 

Females 

Persons  Live  Birth  Rate 

(per  1000  of  the 

home  population) 

Crude 

Corrected 

Ploughley 

Legitimate  . . . 

170 

159 

329 

Illegitimate  . . . 

9 

4 

13 

Total 

179 

163 

342 

12.0 

16.6 

England  and  Wales 

«  •  • 

15.5 

Still  Births 

Males  Females  Persons  Still  Birth  Rate 

(per  1000  total 
births') 


11.6 


22.4 


Death  Rate 
(per  1000  of  the 
home  population) 
Crude  Corrected 

5.4  7.5 

11.4 


Ploughley 

Legitimate  ...  2  2  4 

Illegitimate  ...  —  —  — 


Total  ...  2  2  4 


England  and  Wales 

Deaths 

Deaths  from  all  Causes 

Males  Females  Persons 

Ploughley  ...  92  63  155 

England  and  Wales 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  AS  CLASSIFIED  BY  THE  REGISTRAR  GENERAL 


Male 

Female 

Persons 

As  a  per¬ 
centage  of 
the  total 

Order  of 
fre¬ 
quency 

1. 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

2. 

Tuberculosis,  other  ... 

3. 

Syphilitic  disease 

1 

1 

.65 

=  17 

4. 

Diphtheria 

5. 

Whooping  Cough 

6. 

Meningococcal  infections 

7. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  ... 

1 

1 

2 

1.30 

=  14 

8. 

Measles 

9. 

Other  infective  and  parasitic 

diseases 

10. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

3 

1 

4] 

2.60'^ 

=  10 

11. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung, 

bronchus 

1 

1 

.65 

=  17 

12. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

3 

3 

^  o  26 

1.95 

s  1 6  90 

13 

13. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

14. 

Other  malignant  and  lymph- 

U  rt 

atic  neoplasm 

11 

6 

17 

11.05 

3 

15. 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

1 

1  J 

.65  , 

=  17 

16. 

Diabetes 

1 

1 

w. 

.65 

=  17 

17. 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous 

w  « 

system 

8 

16 

241 

w  2 

15.60^ 

1 

18. 

Coronary  disease,  angina  . . . 

9 

3 

12 

Q  L  fil 

7.80 

=  5 

19. 

Hypertension  with  heart  dis- 

r  H-S 

I39.65 

ease  ...  ...  ...  ... 

2 

2 

1.30 

=  14 

20. 

Other  heart  disease  ... 

15 

8 

23 

w1 

14.95 

2 

21. 

Other  circulatory  disease 

3 

3 

6 

3.90 

=  8 

22. 

Influenza 

2 

2 

1.30 

=  14 

23. 

Pneumonia  ... 

3 

3 

61 

3.901 

=  8 

24. 

Bronchitis 

7 

5 

12 

7.80 

1  1  TA 

=  5 

25. 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory 

r  SW  18 

>  1  1  . /U 

system 

26. 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duo- 

denum 

1 

1 

.65 

=  17 

27. 

Gastritis,  enteritis,  and  diar- 

rhoea  ... 

1 

1 

.65 

=  17 

28. 

N ephritis  and  nephrosis 

1 

1 

.65 

=  17 

29. 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

4 

4 

2.60 

=  10 

30. 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abor- 

tion 

31. 

Congenital  malformations  . . . 

32. 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined 

diseases 

8 

7 

15 

9.75 

4 

33. 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

9 

2 

11 

7.15 

7 

34. 

All  other  accidents  ... 

4 

4 

2.60 

=  10 

35. 

Suicide 

1 

1 

.65 

=  17 

36. 

Homicide  and  operations  of 

war 

All  Causes: 

92 

63 

155 

(*105) 

100.75  (*68.25) 

*  Cancer,  heart  disease  and  chest  disease  combined. 


Maternal  Mortality 

There  were  no  deaths  from  puerperal  causes  during  the  year.  In 
England  and  Wales  the  maternal  mortality  rate  was  0.76  maternal 
deaths  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births. 
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Infant  Mortality 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age. 


Ploughley 

Males 

Females 

Persons 

Infant  Mortality 
Rate  (per  1000 
live  births) 

Legitimate 

3 

4 

7 

Illegitimate  . . . 

1 

— 

1 

Total 

4 

4 

8 

23.4 

England  and  Wales  .  26.8* 

Neo-Natal  Mortality 


Deaths  of  infants  under  four  weeks  of  age 


Ploughley 

Males 

Females 

Persons 

Neonatal  Mortality 
Rate  (per  1000 
live  births) 

Legitimate  . . . 

2 

2 

4 

Illegitimate  . . . 

1 

— 

1 

- 

Total  ... 

England  and  Wales 

3 

2 

5 

14.6 

17.7* 

/Provisiona  \ 
V  Figure  1/ 

Section  B 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 

FOR  THE  AREA 

Laboratory  Work.  This  is  carried  out  by  the  Public  Health  Labora¬ 
tory,  Walton  Street,  Oxford,  under  the  supervision  of  Dr.  R.  L.  Vollum. 


Section  C 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 

Water  Supply.  The  Oxford  City  Northern  Water  Scheme  is  still  in 
abeyance  and  meanwhile  the  Council  is  continuing  its  policy  of  setting 
up  independent  water  undertakings  in  villages  by  making  use  of  local 
sources  of  supply. 


(*per  1000  related  live  births,  i.e.  births  occurring,  not  during  the  calendar  year 
1953  but  during  the  twelve  months  in  which  the  babies  who  died  were 
themselves  born.) 
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This  the  Council  is  doing  in  order  to  avoid  the  delay  which  would  be 
inevitable  were  action  postponed  until  a  more  comprehensive  scheme 
were  practicable.  The  individual  undertakings  are  planned  so  that 
they  can  later  form  part  of  a  larger  undertaking  if  need  be. 

At  the  end  of  the  year,  of  the  5673  occupied  dwellings  (which  include 
married  quarters,  huts  and  caravans)  4167  had  a  piped  main  water 
supply  (4085  direct  into  the  house  and  82  to  a  stand  pipe)  and  1506 
were  dependent  upon  wells,  the  water  in  245  cases  being  piped  into 
the  house.  381  houses  were  connected  to  a  main  water  supply  during 
the  year. 

During  the  year  195  specimens  of  water  were  examined.  The  results 
of  these  examinations  are  given  below. 


Main  Water 

Ministry  of  Health  Cl< 

1 

Supply 

issificatioi 

1 

Well 

(includin 

Water  Si 
g  piped  in 

apply 
to  house) 

Class  1 
Highly 
Satisfactory 

Class  2 
Satis¬ 
factory 

Class  3 
Sus¬ 
picious 

Class  4 
Unsatis¬ 
factory 

Satis¬ 

factory 

Slightly 

Con¬ 

tamin¬ 

ated 

Grossly 

Con¬ 

tamin¬ 

ated 

21 

5 

12 

7 

29 

66 

55 

Per  cent  47 

11 

27 

15 

19 

44 

37 

The  details  of  the  water  supply  of  each  parish  are  summarised  in 
the  table  given  on  pp.  84-87.  Military  establishments  are  not  included 
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Water  and  Sewer  Connections'. 

The  Table  below  shows  the  number  of  old  and  new  Premises  con¬ 
nected  to  a  main  water  supply,  and  the  Council's  sewer  during  the  year. 
These  figures  do  not  include  military  establishments: 


Parish 

Main  water 
supply 

Counci 

sewer 

Ardley  ...  . 

...  11 

8 

Arncott  ... 

3 

— 

Begbroke 

...  2 

— 

Blackthorn 

...  11 

2 

Bletchingdon  ... 

...  2 

14 

Bucknell 

3 

5 

Charlton-on-Otmoor  . . . 

...  3 

14 

Chesterton 

...  11 

7 

Cottesford 

...  7 

— 

Fencott  and  Murcott  ... 

...  2 

— 

Finmere 

— 

26 

Fringford 

...  8 

20 

Fritwell  ... 

...  41 

12 

Gosford  and  Water  Eaton 

...  4 

18 

Islip  ...  ...  ... 

...  1 

5 

Kidlington 

...  139 

175 

Kirtlington  . 

...  9 

13 

Launton 

...  36 

14 

Lower  Heyford 

— 

8 

Mixbury 

...  5 

— • 

Noke 

...  4 

— 

Piddington  . 

1 

2 

Somerton 

...  8 

— 

Souldern 

...  25 

6 

Upper  Heyford 

...  30 

20 

Weston-on-the-Green  . . . 

...  1 

— 

Yarnton 

...  14 

6 

381 
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Section  D 
HOUSING 


(a)  During  1953 


Houses  Erected  by 


Parish 

Local 

Authority 

Private 

Enter¬ 

prise 

Num¬ 

ber 

Analysis  by  Type* 

Number 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

Ardley 

8 

4 

4 

— 

- - 

— 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

Begbroke 

• — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

Blackthorn  ... 

- - 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

Bletchingdon 

13 

9 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Bucknell 

4 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Charlton-on-Otmoor 

8 

2 

6 

Chesterton  ... 

7 

5 

2 

Finmere 

16 

10 

6 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Fringford 

18 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

8 

— ■ 

10 

1 

Fritwell 

12 

6 

6 

Gosf’d  &  Water  Eaton 

6 

Hampton  Poyle 

Hethe  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— • 

■ — • 

— 

— 

— 

Horton-cum-Studley 

1 

Islip  ... 

Kidlington  ... 

14 

— 

— 

— 

■ — 

— 

— 

12 

2 

117 

Kirtlington  ... 

13 

6 

7 

Launton 

2 

2 

Lower  Heyford 

8 

2 

6 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Merton 

Mixbury 

— 

■ — 

• — 

— 

• — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Murcott 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Newton  Purcell 

- - 

— 

— 

- - 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Oddington  ... 

2 

— 

2 

— • 

• — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Piddington  ... 

2 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Somerton 

Souldern 

6 

2 

4 

1 

Stratton  Audley 

Thrupp  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Upper  Heyford 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— • 

— 

— 

2 

Yarnton 

6 

4 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Totals 

139 

54 

53 

— ■ 

— 

— 

8 

12 

12 

142 

*  Definitions  of  Types: 

1.  Traditional  two  bedroom,  non-parlour. 

2.  Traditional  three  bedroom,  parlour. 

3.  Traditional  three  bedroom,  non-parlour. 

4.  Pre-fab,  three  bedroom,  parlour  (Airey  houses). 

5.  Traditional  bungalows. 

6.  Non-traditional  bungalows. 

7.  Non-traditional  two  bedroom. 

8.  Non-traditional  three  bedroom. 


(b)  During  1946-53:  see  table  on  pages  92  and  93. 
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Huts  and  Moveable  Dwellings 
Number  of  hut  sites... 

Number  of  occupied  huts  ... 
Number  of  caravans  sites  licensed 


4 

68 

Nil 


Number  of  licences  issued  to  station  caravans  ...  ...  76 

(STOP  PRESS:  August,  1954). 

Caravan  Site  at  Merton  Gunpark.  The  Ploughley  R.D.  propose,  by 
arrangement  with  the  W.D.,  to  become  the  licensee  of  a  caravan  site 
to  be  developed  on  part  of  the  gunpark  at  Merton.  The  layout  is  to  be 
presented  shortly  for  consideration  by  the  County  Planning  Committee. 

The  site  is  admittedly  rather  remote,  but  the  surface  designed  to 
bear  the  weight  of  heavy  artillery  is  ideal  as  hard-standing  for  caravans. 
A  complaint  that  there  is  a  serious  smell  nuisance  emanating  from  the 
W.D.  sewage  disposal  works  was  investigated  but  not  substantiated. 
The  prevailing  wind  blows  away  from  the  site. 

Mains  water  and  sewerage  are  to  be  provided  and  there  will  be  one 
W.C.  for  each  pair  of  caravans.  An  area  is  to  be  set  aside  as  a  drying- 
ground.  It  was  originally  hoped  to  provide  both  electric  light  and 
power,  but  it  is  now  found  that  the  W.D.  are  likely  to  have  sufficient 
spare  current  for  lighting  only.  The  Southern  Electricity  Board  could 
provide  power  by  erecting  a  transformer,  but  as  the  R.D.  would  be 
asked  to  pay  ;f600  as  its  share  of  such  a  project  this  has  had  to  be 
shelved.  It  appears  likely,  therefore,  that  while  lighting  will  be  by 
electricity,  cooking  will  need  to  be  done  by  Calor  gas  or  some  similar 
product. 

The  type  of  caravan  is  to  be  approved  by  the  R.D.  and,  in  my  view 
most  important  of  all,  no  family  having  more  than  one  child  will  be 
considered  as  suitable  applicants. 

Military  personnel,  who  would  in  any  case  require  housing  in  the 
district,  are  to  have  first  call  on  a  certain  number  of  places.  No 
tenancies  are  to  be  created  but  a  charge  will  be  made  for  the  use  of 
the  facilities  provided  on  the  site.  In  this  way  the  R.D.  will  maintain 
a  close  control  of  the  site  and  ensure  that  the  standards  originally  set 
will  be  maintained. 

The  primary  layout  is  for  24  caravans,  but  there  is  the  possibility 
of  future  extension  to  a  total  of  50. 

Overcrowding  and  the  demand  for  new  housing.  There  appears  to  be 
little  overcrowding  by  the  standards  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936,  but 
these  are  very  low  and  too  many  families  are  obliged  to  live  and  to 
sleep  in  very  inadequate  accommodation. 

At  the  end  of  1953  there  were  551  applications  for  Council  houses 
outstanding. 


(b)  Summary  of  the  Provision  of  New  Houses  1946-1953 

Houses  Erected  by 
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HOUSING  ACT,  1936 

Section  11 

Demolition  Orders  served  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  23 

Undertakings  accepted  to  make  fit  ...  ...  ...  16 

Undertakings  accepted  not  to  use  for  human  habitation  2 
Houses  demolished  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  24 

Houses  made  fit  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Demolition  orders  revoked  (Housing  Act,  1949)  ...  19 

Houses  acquired  by  the  Local  Authority  ...  ...  ■ — 

No.  of  closing  orders  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

Sections  12  and  25 

No  Clearance  Areas  were  made  during  the  year 

HOUSING  ACT,  1949  and  1952,  IMPROVEMENT  GRANTS 
Number  of  applications  received  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

Number  of  applications  approved  by  L. A.  ...  ...  12 

Number  of  applications  withdrawn  or  rejected  by  L.A.  3 
Number  of  applications  approved  by  Ministry  ...  ...  7 

Number  of  applications  under  consideration  by  Ministry  3 
Number  of  applications  under  consideration  by  L.A.  ...  3 

Number  of  applications  forwarded  to  Ministry  ...  ...  12 

Number  of  applications  rejected  by  Ministry  ...  ...  2 

HOUSING 

Since  1949  a  great  deal  of  work  of  the  Public  Health  Department  has 
been  on  the  demolition  and  reconstruction  of  the  large  number  of  sub¬ 
standard  houses  in  the  area.  Following  the  Rural  Housing  Survey, 
most  of  these  houses  have  been  dealt  with,  and  where  the  owners  have 
not  submitted  schemes  of  repair  Demolition  Orders  have  been  made. 
Other  cottages  have  been  reconstructed  and  put  in  a  reasonable  state 
of  repair,  some  have  been  vacated  and  used  as  agricultural  and  other 
stores. 

During  the  five  years  1949,  1950,  1951,  1952  and  1953,  223  Demo¬ 
lition  Orders  have  been  served,  60  Undertakings  have  been  accepted 
to  make  premises  fit,  29  Undertakings  have  been  accepted  not  to  use 
for  human  habitation,  59  premises  have  been  demolished,  and  32 
premises  have  been  made  fit. 

The  work  is  still  continuing,  and  this  has  resulted  in  a  great  improve¬ 
ment  in  the  housing  conditions  of  the  area,  but  there  is  no  need  for 
complacency  for  unless  some  of  the  premises,  which  were  on  the  border¬ 
line  when  the  Survey  was  made,  are  brought  up  to  date  they  will 
deteriorate  and  it  may  be  necessary  to  take  drastic  action  later. 

Advantage  is  being  taken  of  Improvement  Grants,  and  now  that 
some  of  the  restrictions  have  been  raised  more  enquiries  are  being 
made,  and  it  is  anticipated  that  more  owners  will  avail  themselves  of 
the  scheme. 
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Section  E 

FOOD  INSPECTION 

Meat  inspection  is  carried  out  mainly  at  the  Kidlington  Bacon 
Factory  which  re-opened  for  slaughtering  on  1st  October,  1949. 
Periodical  inspections  are  also  made  in  the  butchers’  shops  of  the  area. 


Carcases  inspected  and  condemned. 


Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed  (if  known) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

48823 

Number  Inspected 

— 

— 

— 

— 

48823 

All  Diseases  except  Tuberculosis 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

— 

— 

— 

— 

27 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

2608 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected 
affected  with  disease  other  than 
Tuberculosis 

— 

— 

— 

5.39% 

Tuberculosis  Only 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

— 

— 

■ — 

— 

32 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

5143 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected 
affected  with  Tuberculosis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

10.59% 

Condemned  Food 


The  following  food-stuffs  were  condemned  and  voluntarily  sur¬ 
rendered  as  unfit  for  human  consumption: 


CONDEMNED  FOOD 

lbs. 

33  Whole  carcases 

of  pig  (Tuberculosis) 

•  .  •  •  ■  • 

5078 

11  .. 

f  t 

(Moribund) 

1728 

6 

1 1 

(Asphyxia) 

849 

1  Whole  carcase  of  pig 

(Damaged) 

198 

^  >  i  r  > 

t  f 

(Leukaemia) 

107 

1  1  >  >  * 

f  t 

(Septicaemia)  ... 

140 

1  ft  ft 

1 1 

(Jaundice) 

180 

^  ft  ft 

>  t 

(Peritonitis) 

137 

1  ft  ft 

f  f 

(Haemorrhage) 

183 

^  ft  ft 

f  t 

(Generalized  Pyaemia) 

148 

^  ft  ft 

1 1 

(Malignant  Tumours) 

143 

^  ft  ft 

t  f 

(Arthritis) 

109 

1  Pigs  side  carcase 

(Bruising) 

54 

5  Pigs  hind-quarters  (Tuberculosis) 

170 

1  ,,  shoulder 

( 

)  . 

22 

2225  ,,  heads 

( 

)  . 

28514 

5  , ,  heads 

(Abscesses) 

71 

3644  ,,  mesenteric  fats,  etc.  (Tuberculosis) 

69680 

6  ,> 

f  t 

,,  (Congestion) 

120 

6  ,, 

1 1 

,,  (Inflammation  and  Adhesions) 

120 

2  ,,  ,, 

t  t 

,,  (Inflammation) 

40 

^  f  >  ft 

1 1 

,,  (Abscess) 

20 

^  >  1  ft 

1 1 

,,  (Peritonitis) 

20 

^  >  ft 

1 1 

,,  (Leukaemia) 

19 

212  ,,  plucks  (Tuberculosis) 

10711 
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191  Pigs  plucks  (Pleurisy) 

33  ,,  ,,  (Pleurisy  and  Pneumonia) 

3  ,,  plucks  and  fry  (Contaminated  with  Oil) 

1  ,,  pluck  (Pyaemia) 

237  ,,  lungs  (Pneumonia) 

27  ,,  ,,  (Tuberculosis) 

19  ,,  ,,  (Pleurisy  and  Pneumonia) 

453  ,,  hearts  (Fatty  Degeneration) 

67  ,,  ,,  (Adhesions) 

159  ,,  hearts  and  lungs  (Tuberculosis) 

453  ,,  livers  (Parasitical) 

1  ,,  liver  (Leukaemia) 

1  ,,  ,,  (Tuberculosis) 

1  ,,  ,,  (Hydatid  Cysts)  ... 

1  ,,  ,,  (Peritonitis) 

1287  ,,  kidneys  (Encysted) 

10  ,,  ,,  (Haemorrhage)  ... 

4  ,,  ,,  (Contaminated  with  Oil) 

3  ,,  ,,  (Tuberculosis) 

2  ,,  ,,  (Inflammation)  ... 

7  ,,  gammons  (Bruising) 

7  ,,  ,,  (Blood  Splashing) 

2  ,,  ,,  (Tuberculosis) 

2  ,,  ,,  (Compound  Fractures) 

2  ,,  ,,  (Abscess) 

1  ,,  gammon  (Sour  and  Decomposing) 

1  ,,  ,,  (internal  Haemorrhage) 

1  ,,  ,,  (Fractured) 

1  ,,  ,,  (Damaged) 

3  ,,  neck  trimmings  (Tuberculosis) 

1  ,,  ,,  ,,  (Damaged) 

2  ,,  neck-piece  (Abscess) 

1  ,,  ,,  (Bruising) 

10  ,,  flare  fats  (Abscess) 

3  ,,  ,,  (Tuberculosis) 

2  ,,  ,,  (Congestion) 

2  ,,  ,,  (Haemorrhage) 

2  ,,  ,,  (Tumours) 

1  ,,  ,,  (Blood  Splashed) 

1  ,,  flank  (Abscess) 

1  ,,  ,,  (Oedematous) 

1  piece  of  flank  (Bruising) 

1  pigs  flank  trimmings  (Tusking  Damage) 

2  ,,  collars  (Bruising)  ... 

1  ,,  spleen  (Leukaemia) 

1  ,,  skirt  (Abscess)  ... 

2  ,,  fore-ends  (Damaged) 

2  ,,  ,,  (Abscess) 

1  ,,  fore-end  (Tuberculosis) 

1  ,,  ,,  (Bone  Taint) 

1  ,,  ,,  (Mis-cured) 

1  ,,  ,,  (Bruising) 

1  ,,  fore-leg  (Fractured) 

3  ,,  tenderloin  (Abscesses) 

Fore-end  bacon  (Mis-cured) 

,,  ,,  (Decomposition) 

,,  ,,  (Abscess) 

Back  Bacon  (Mis-cured) 

,,  ,,  (Bruising) 

,,  ,,  (Abscess) 

,,  (Fly-blown) 

,,  ,,  (Decomposing) 

Streaky  Bacon  (Decomposing) 

Collar  ,,  (Mis-cured) 

Sliced  ,,  (Mis-cured) 

Middle  ,,  (Bruising)  ... 

,,  ,,  (Abscess) 

Gammon  ,,  (Mis-cured) 

,,  ,,  (Bone  Taint) 

,,  „  (Bruising)  ... 


1168 

205 

22 

6 

516 

71 

58 

23U 

33i 

477 

1141i 

4 

3 

2^ 

331f 

24 

1 

1 

134 

128 

47 

46 

22i 

234 

19 
144 
14 
16 

5 
17 

4 

20 

6 
10 

4 

4 

2 

3 

4 
31 

3 

7 
1 
2 

46 

40 
20 
16 
10 
10 

3 

3 

1324 

354 

4 

41 
9 

8 

34 

6 

7 

10 

If 

7 

4 

24 

134 

2 
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1  pigs  portion  of  gammon  (Fractured  Femur) 

Gammon  Trimmings  (Bruising) 

Belly  Trimmings  (Melanosis) 

Pigs  Maws  (Decomposing) 

Smoked  Chaps  (Decomposing) 

Neck-end  and  Shoulder  of  Pork  (Blood-splashed) 

Neck  and  Breast  Bones  (Contaminated  with  Oil)... 

Saw  Bones  (Contaminated  with  Oil) 

Gammonless  side  of  Bacon  (Mis-cured) 

1  Brisket  (Bruising)  ... 

English  Topside,  Silverside  and  Rump  Beef  (Bone  TainT 
,,  Thin  Flank  Beef  (Bone  Taint) 

,,  Topside  (Bone  Taint) 

,,  Rump  Steak  and  Fillet  (Bone  Taint) 

,,  Rump  Beef  (Ruptured  Muscle) 

,,  Topside  and  Silverside  (Bone  Taint) 

1  Red  and  White  Heifer  and  1  Roan  Bullock  (Killed  straying  on 
Railway)  ... 

Flour  Sweepings  (Contaminated) 


Pork  Brawn  (Tins  blown — contents  decomposing) 


Red  Cherries  (  ,,  ) 

Processed  Peas  (  ,,  ) 

Carrots  (  ,,  ) 

Chopped  Pork  (  ,,  ) 

Stewed  Steak  (  ,,  ) 

Luncheon  Meat  (  ,,  ) 


,,  ,,  (Sulphation) 

Sliced  Apples  (Tins  blown) 

Damsons  (  ,,  ) 

Plums  (  ,,  ) 

Jellied  Veal  (  ,,  ) 

MincedBeef  Loaf  (  ,,  ) 

,  ,  ,,  ,,  (Sulphated) 

Irish  Stew  (Case  crushed — tins  punctured' 
,,  ,,  (Tins  damaged — leaking) 

Corned  Beef  (Tin  crushed)  ... 

Baked  Beans  (Tins  pierced) 

Tomatoes  (Tins  rusty — holed) 

Neck  Bacon  (Decomposing) 


Turkey  and  Tongue  Paste  (Jar  broken) 


CLEAN  FOOD  CAMPAIGNS 

Number  and  Type  of  Food  Premises  in  the  area: 


Grocers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  47 

Public  Houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  57 

Butchers’  Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Confectioners  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Off-licence  Premises  ...  ...  ...  3 

Fried  Fish  Shop  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Greengrocers  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Dairies  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Cafes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Bacon  Factory  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Grain  Drying  Depot  ...  ...  ...  1 

Ministry  of  Food  Buffer  Depot  ...  ...  1 


7 

22 

9 

28 

19^ 

22 

8 
6 

30 

27^ 

76 

14 

27 

14 

7i 

25 


596 

Tins 

27 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

6 

1 

10 

3 
8 

5 
1 
2 
8 

4 
1 
2 

6 
1 

Jars 

1 


149 


II 
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Number  and  Type  of  Food  Premises  in  the  area  Registered  under 
Section  14  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938: 

No.  of 

No.  Purpose  Inspections  made 

50  Sale  of  Ice-cream  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  223 

5  Preparation  or  Manufacture  of  Sausages  ...  ...  60 

1  Curing  bacon  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  40 

1  Preparation  of  Fish  by  any  process  of  cooking  ...  8 

Educational  Activities.  One  lecture  on  Food  Hygiene  was  given  to  the 
employees  of  a  Bacon  Factory. 

Method  of  disposal  of  Condemned  Food.  Condemned  meat  is  stained 
and  processed  for  fertilisers,  manures  and  animal  feeding.  Other 
condemned  food  is  burnt  and/or  buried. 

Hotels  and  Restaurants.  All  restaurants,  hotel  kitchens  and  cafes  in 
the  district  have  been  regularly  inspected  during  the  year  and  some 
improvements  effected  as  a  result.  The  standard  of  hygiene  has  been 
raised  but  there  is  still  room  for  further  improvement.  It  is  hoped  that 
when  the  Food  and  Drugs  (Amendment)  Bill  becomes  law,  additional 
powers  to  Local  Authorities  to  deal  with  unsatisfactory  premises  and 
methods  will  be  used  to  the  full. 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACTS,  1938  and  1944 
Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations,  1949 
Distributors  of  Milk 

Seven  persons  have  been  registered  as  distributors  of  Milk. 

Premises  used  as  a  Dairy  {not  being  a  Dairy  Farm) 

Seven  premises  have  been  registered  as  Dairies  (not  being  Dairy 
Farms). 

Milk  [Special  Designation)  [Pasteurised  and  Sterilised  Milk)  Regula¬ 
tions,  1949. 

Supplementary  Licences  issued  authorising  the  use  of  the  special 
designation  ‘Pasteurised’  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Supplementary  Licence  ...  ...  ...  ...  ‘Sterilised’  1 

Dealers’  Licences  issued  authorising  the  use  of  the  special  desig¬ 
nation  ‘Pasteurised’  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Milk  [Special  Designation)  [Raw  Milk)  Regulations^  1949 

Supplementary  Licences  issued  authorising  the  use  of  the  special 
designation  ‘Tuberculin  Tested’  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Dealers’  Licences  issued  authorising  the  use  of  the  special  desig¬ 
nation  ‘Tuberculin  Tested’  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Milk  [Special  Designations)  Regulations,  1936-1946 

4  samples  of  ‘Pasteurised’  Milk  have  been  taken,  and  reported  as 
being  satisfactory. 

Milk  [Special  Designations)  Order,  1936 

No  samples  of  ‘Tuberculin  Tested’  Milk  have  been  taken. 
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Ice-Cream.  The  system  of  sampling  introduced  in  July  1949  was 
extended  during  the  year  and  170  samples  of  ice-cream  taken  from  the 
50  premises  registered  for  the  sale  of  ice-cream  were  submitted  for 
laboratory  examination.  The  samples  were  graded  as  follows; 


Grade 

1 

2 

3 

4 

All  Grades 

No.  of  Samples 

122 

40 

6 

2 

170 

Percentage 

•  *  * 

72 

24 

3 

1 

100 

1952  Samples 

Percentage 

.  .  . 

59 

32 

8 

1 

100 

Retailers  are  notified  of  the  result  of  the  examination  of  each  sample 
taken.  When  the  grading  of  a  sample  is  below  Grade  2  a  copy  of  the 
Laboratory  report  is  also  sent  to  the  Public  Health  Department  of  the 
area  in  which  the  ice-cream  was  manufactured.  In  certain  instances 
copies  of  reports  are  sent  to  the  manufacturers  themselves. 

The  1953  figures  are  an  improvement  on  1952. 

In  fairness  to  the  producers,  it  must  be  stated  that  the  present  test 
is  by  no  means  ideal;  all  that  can  be  said  for  it  is  that  it  is  the  best  test 
devised  so  far. 

Food  Poisoning.  A  sharp  outbreak  of  Food  Poisoning  occurred  in 
November  at  Ambrosden  and  Arncott,  55  cases  being  recorded. 

One  other  small  outbreak  (5  cases)  occurred  at  Campsfield  House, 
Kidlington. 

Details  of  these  two  incidents  are  given  under  Food  Poisoning 

(p.  11). 


Section  F 

PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS 

DISEASES 


Diseases  notified  during  the  year,  other  than  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 


Scarlet  Fever  ... 
Whooping  Cough 
Measles 
Pneumonia 

Meningococcal  Infection 
Poliomyelitis  ... 

Food  Poisoning 


Number  of 


cases 

notified 

Male 

Female 

Total 

38 

31 

69 

47 

63 

110 

316 

353 

669 

2 

2 

4 

— 

1 

1 

1 

2 

3 

35 

25 

60 

Totals 


439 


477 


916 


100 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


FACTORIES  ACTS  1937-1948 


(a)  Inspections  of  Factories 


Number  in 

Inspec- 

Written 

Occupiers 

Register 

tion 

Notices 

Prose- 

made 

served 

cuted 

1.  Factories  in  which  Sections 

1,  2,  3,  4  and  6  apply 

2.  Factories  in  which  Section  7 

4 

2 

— 

— 

applies 

34 

7 

— 

— 

3.  Other  Premises 

3 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

41 

9 

— 

— 

(b)  Cases  in  which  defects  were  found 

Referred 

Referred 

Number 

Number 

to  H.M. 

by  H.M. 

Defect 

found 

remedied 

Inspector 

Inspector 

Sanitary  Conveniences 

(a)  Insufficient 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  Defective 

1 

1 

— 

1 

(c)  Not  separate  for  Sexes  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

1 

1 

— 

1 

NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT  1948 
Section  47 

Action  was  taken  under  this  Section  of  this  Act  during  the  year, 
with  respect  to  one  elderly  lady.  A  Court  Order  was  obtained,  and  she 
was  removed  to  an  Institution  for  three  months.  The  premises  were 
cleaned,  and  she  returned,  but  the  case  is  still  being  carefully  watched. 

Section  50 

It  was  not  necessary  for  the  Council  to  arrange  the  burial  of  any 
persons  who  died  in  the  area  during  the  year. 
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PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949 
Report  for  the  Year  ended  31st  December,  1953 


Type  of  Property 


Local 

Authority 

Dwelling 

Houses 

Agricul¬ 

tural 

All  other 
(including 
Business 
and 

Industrial) 

Total 

1.  Total  number  of 
properties  in  Local 
Authority's  District 

56 

4663 

293 

382 

5394 

2.  Number  of  proper¬ 
ties  inspected  by  the 
Local  Authority 

during  1952  as  a 
result  (a)  of  notifica¬ 
tion  {b)  survey  under 
the  Prevention  of 
Damage  by  Pests 
Act,  1949,  or  (c) 
otherwise 

(a)  — 

17 

2 

3 

22 

(6)  56 

75 

11 

16 

158 

(0)  - 

592 

32 

117 

741 

3.  Number  of  proper¬ 
ties  (under  2)  found 
to  be  infested  by  rats 

Major:  6 

3 

2 

1 

12 

Minor :  4 

57 

1 

1 

63 

4.  Number  of  proper¬ 
ties  (under  2)  found 
to  be  seriously  in¬ 
fested  by  mice 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

5.  Number  of  infested 
properties  (under  3 
and  4)  treated  by 
Local  Authority 

10 

61 

— 

2 

73 

6.  Number  of  Notices 
served  under  Section 
4 

(i)  Treatment 

(ii)  Structural 

Works 

(i.e.  Proofing) 

— 

— 

— • 

— 

— 

7.  Number  of  cases  in 
which  default  action 
was  taken  by  Local 
Authority  following 
issue  of  Notice  under 
Section  4 

— 

— 

— • 

— 

— 

8.  Legal  Proceedings 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

9.  Number  of  ‘block’ 
control  schemes  car¬ 
ried  out 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 
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SUMMARY  OF  THE  SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S  WORK  DURING 

THE  YEAR  1953 


Number  of  complaints  received 
Number  of  Notices  served  (informal) 

Number  of  Notices  served  (statutory) 

Number  of  prosecutions 


Public  Health 
Housing  Act 


Act 


Number  of  Inspections  made 
Houses — Public  Health  Acts 
Houses — Housing  Acts  . . . 

Complaints  investigated  . . . 

Public  Cleansing  ... 

Food  Premises 
Infectious  Disease  Cases  . . . 

Caravans  ... 

Petroleum  Acts  ... 

Shops  Acts 

Revisits  to  Property  under  notice 
Bakehouses 

Animal  Slaughterhouses  . . . 

Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops 
Tinned  Foods  and  other  Articles  of  Food 
Houses  Disinfected 
Houses  Disinfested 
Miscellaneous 


Interviews  with  Owners,  etc. 

NUMBER  OF  DEFECTS  OR  NUISANCES  ABATED 

Dwelling  Houses: — 

Repaired  or  made  fit 

Provided  with  Damp-Proof  Course 

Roofs  repaired 

Floors  repaired,  ventilated,  etc. 

Plastered  walls  and  ceilings  repaired  ... 

Windows  repaired,  made  to  open,  etc. 

Sashcords  renewed 

Food  Stores  provided,  repaired,  etc. 

Stairs  repaired 

Skirting  boards  provided  or  repaired  ... 

Doors  repaired,  rehung  or  renewed 
Firegrates  repaired,  reset  or  renewed  ... 

Chimneys  or  Chimney  stacks  repaired  ... 

New  sinks  provided  and  fixed  ... 

Sink  wastes  repaired  or  renewed 


166 

322 

75 

Nil 

Nil 

8893 

870 

648 

166 

801 

258 

103 

370 

88 

56 

3354 

29 

214 

16 

44 

51 

5 

245 

394 

1683 

173 

13 
98 

130 

151 

107 

9 

49 

46 

14 
46 
38 
66 

118 

20 
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Water  supply  provided  inside  houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  146 

Wash  Coppers  repaired  or  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  27 

Copper  firesets  repaired  or  renewed  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

External  walls  pointed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  78 

Ovens  repaired  or  renewed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

External  walls  cemented  or  tarred  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Eaves  gutters  and  R.W.P.  renewed  ...  ...  ...  ...  48 

Yards  and  Passages  paved  and  drained  ...  .  25 

Yard  paving  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  24 

Drains,  Water  Closets  and  Ashes  Accommodation: — 

Obstructed  drains  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  27 

Obstructed  W.C.’s  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Yard  gullies  provided  and  connected  to  drains  ...  ...  11 

Drains  repaired  or  reconstructed  ...  ...  ...  ...  66 

Inspection  chamber  covers  renewed  ...  ...  ...  ...  24 

W.C.  basins  renewed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

W.C.  cisterns  repaired  or  renewed  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Closet  structures  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  25 

Ashpits  abolished  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Dustbins  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  53 

Other  Nuisances: — 

Animals  improperly  kept  ...  ...  .  1 

Accumulations  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Rats  and  Mice  .  .  .  19 


